e — 


= — EY 
= ""—_— * is * 1 


Mr. DE N NI SS 


i 


' 


ILET TER Sy 


* 


\ \ ; ; 


FAMIL IAR, o RAL- 


5 and CRITICAL 


. 
bs. 2 ⏑ r «„%F „%. — — r 3 —— oe on 44 2 —— ↄ 
ww — — — — 1 - 


a 


- 


* — „ > _— o PP — 5 At 4 —_ 7 * AF ah - N 4 ” ” 4 * N N i 5 1 * 2 
—— — — IJ * 2 5 * 8 4 : * 3 - WW. „„ = _ - S.... ö 3 ——— wane + = 


% 


* 
* 


j— —äö4 ũ :: — ̃ ———— — 

v. 
* 
2 

- 
| 
1 

U UU Re 
* 


292 —— v-W—_—  - 2 
* 


* 
— — 
. 
* 


£ 
—_— 2 
- 
— 
— 
— 


f — 
* 
g U F 1 4 
f . „ k 7 ö 1 5 
/ * f 
| | 1 Fa 4 ; a 
. 4 , «© | 7 
* &; * 4 4 * o 
* * " 0 7 * 
ö —_— | ee . A 
. * R , ! 0 
. „ 125 


3 63 
* 


hens wt 

4 
. 

» 

cu 4 

- 

- 

* 


S 0 * 
— 
- 
— 

1 

4 
4 
* 
— 
ons 
CY 

» 


y —_——_— 


4 
> 
ry 
* 
1 
* 
- 


of 


> —_— — ——— — — . — — 
— ww - — — wc A 
1 
* 
. 
* 
- 


— — SY 
* # - . 
9 — 
E 4 
F . . 9 - ee" "ry 2.00 * 
* 
. - _ mo * * 2 „ _ 2 — 
— — —— — —— — as 1 —— — 1 —— — 3 — ; mn _ * 


ORIGINAL 


LETTERS. 


FAMILIAR, 


MORAL and CRITICAL 


" Y » * 
= 
\ : 
* « 
1 F % 
. — * 
. -6 
- ; \ a 
— 
4, 
5 
, es a 3 
X „ 
* 
. 0 
of 
a. * * ä *» * 1 2 4 
* 7 4 
5 * 
. 
” - 
1 g on ' Y . 
* Aa = 
* . R 
cd 
\ ; l 
- 
1 
- * 
. : 
* 


— — 


N 


RR 4 

In TWO VOLUMES. 

— * — — * —— — * | — | 
VoLuMsE tbe FIRST. 


TON DON. 2 
Printed for W. MEA RVS, at the Lamb without 
Temple-Bar. MDCCXXI. 1 


— 


— 


3 
» 


12 * 
4 
2 
— 
* 
1 
* * 


4 


r 
| — — 


” 


$4 £% 
£4 N 
N 
42 * 
* 
323 ” 
* 
2 
* 


oj 


ew! 


* * 

„5 „ 

. - 0 
* 


ped, 
Os 


3 
* 
— 


2 
* 


W 
„ 
* 


P 


. 
3 
- 


EKR yo 


a + 4 


IE 


mc „„ 
- 


= 
a= „ 4 


 *a +l 


r 
ORE A 


34 „ 


* 


W ©. 
kd 


+ 


$4, > 


— 
22 


— R —ů — eO. 3 


? 


» 


E F A C E. 


Here 7208 the Riker with 
a a Volume of Letters writ up- 
on very different Cccaſions, 
9 - at very different Times. They 
are far from being all of them equal, 
but 1 hope their Variety will make 
16 5 amends for their Inequality. make no 
doubt but that upon peruſal of the Cti- 
f tical part of them, the old Accuſation 
vill be brought againſt me, and there 
vill be a freſh Outcry among Thought- 
| leſs People, that I am an 1|-natur'd 
„Man. Tis very odd that I ſhould have 
00 3 * Character only from Perſons who 
25 never knew me, and who never were 


4 Parte in a the World who imagine that 
Criticiſm muſt be the Effect of Ill na- 
ure. Theſe Perſons know not vhat is 
meant by either of the Terms, either 
7 Az Criti- 


— a 


— "N 


PREVHER 


| - Gribiſi or W-nacure;;>Stherwiſe they 
1  \would\ be convinced that a good Griti- 
1 eiſmm is the beſt- natur d — — the 
i World. Ft by Gobdnefs of Natute 
[| muſt be meant ſomethin _—_— comes 
F up to the true Natuie of Man; elſe it 
| would be a Term of Reptogeby\infiad 
q of. Commendation. ace Na- 
tmetetre of Mam is a Reaſbnable and a Social 
Z 5 Nature. And a good Criticiſm, is both 
5 | Reaſonable and Social. It detects Er- 
rorz; illuſtrates Truth, advances Art, and 
' -obnſauertly: has a direct Tendeney to 
the Advancement of the national Ho- 
( | nout. If this laſt is true of good. Criri- 
1 it muſt be moſt true of 
3 à juſt Criticiſm upon the Tragedy of 
| Cato That Tragedy met with. Succels 
| - which never any other did. le was. att 
|| ed for a Money together. t has been 


1  travſlated into French, and into Halien, 
which never hap 


pend to any of our 
Ptamatick Poems before. And dis- plain 
* all the Judges of Poetry, dhat. it has 
2 Thouſand ſhameful Faults, and very} 


fey | 


PREFACE 
-Rnowers in — italy Pye 
-eading= theſe Franſlatlom : Mult 5 
mt Diſdoulſe after this Manner tt Fbe 
Eni anign qu hoaſt much of their Poe - 
try; (they! extob; to the Skies; their 
uleſpaurbctheir Ben Johnſon, cheir Mil. 
-roh . But yet they applaud nothing fo 
loudly as ais Tragedy of Cato. They 
Have got it ttanſlated both into French 
and iallum and have ſent it to us as a 
- Maſtet-Pices to Inſult us. Elſe Why has 
this Tragedy only been eis And 
yet this T — ar the ſame time that it 
bas a Thou ufand: Faults; and moſt of them 
very gtoſs ones; has very fewBeaurics; and 
7 © thoſe--which it has ate perhaps not of 


, Growth; bur are deriv'd fr h. 


. 7 AY 


van and Sbst. What then muſt we 
n 1 of thoſe other Poets, their Shak/- 
, | . their Ben Johnſon, their Milton, 
Wor ra oor ſo much exrol'd; but 
ndt half ſo much as Cato ? Muſt we 
not conclude, that theſe Iſlanders are 
4 en dae bed lit gfe: 4 very 
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very; indifferent, Poets, and mot indife- 
=P L Ju S0 9 10 1015 25 aaqqe 
. appesl ca > oh reaſonable and im- 
parrial R il chis / myſt; not be the 
Senſe of all, che knoving Herch aud 
— — who. have ſeen; dſo; Tranſlaie 
ons. Let the teaſonable and impartial 
Reader judge then, if a juſt Crttciſes, 
upon Cato. was not abſolutel neceſſary; 
both for the Advantage of Dramatick 
Poetry, to, which the * d Succeſs 
of this Tragedy has done infinite Harm, 
and for the Vindication of the National 
Honour; let the Reader judge, if it 

ves not neceſſary,,; that a Man wha 


oo 175 be admires. che noble Genius 


Shateſpear, admires the unparallellbd 
ke of the Paradiſe Loſt of Ail- 
ton, that he is infinitely pleas d with the 
mee of Ben Johnſon, and exceed 
ingly delighted with ſeveral of our other 
Comick Poets, ſhould, g ive his Reaſons 
10 all the York | wy o e no Rem. 


for Hein . Min 1.30 I NIKE -:- = 


#9: It 


ber b dd is bonne 
appeaſe the Fury of a Headlong Cabal; 
daurther vfl W 629 our roms Exits 
cal Letters in this r upon che Tra: 
gedy of Cats, ate the Effects of Ill a. 
tute, al muſc beg leave to exclaim in my 
tun; dhat (theſe? Perſons; let them be 
who they Vill, ſhew a deplorable want 
of publick Spitit, who can prefer the 
Reputation of one Man, and a Reputati- 
on which he does not deſerve to poſſeſs, 
before the Advantage of à noble Art, 
and the Honour of their Country. 
But perhaps tis not the Author of Cata 
that theſe Perſons are ſo much concern d 
for tis themſelves. Tis themſelves and their | 
own Satisfaction, vhich they prefer to the 
b. cha of the Commonwealth of 
and to the Good and Ho- 
a — cheir County. There are in 
the World very vain ' Perſons, who are 
© rcfolvid\to maintain the good Opinion 
which they have of themſelves, at the 
; 1 of every thing, and utterly de- 
; telt 


them that they have ee, a very: foobth 
Judgment. 
I any are diſs aſted dat. theſe Obſer- 


Letters to a Friend immediately after the 


thro! regard 


PREFACE. 


teſt the Mary who ſhall date to diſturb 


them in the Poſſeſſion of it, 


by newing 


vations ate publiſh d after the Death of 
the Author of that Tragedy, I can aſſure 
them, that they vere vrt in two long 


REMARKS which were printed. By 
what Artifice thoſe two Letters were got 
out of my Hands, by what Fortune I re- 
a wr Deb eh of them, and how 
ir came to take the form which it now 
has, I ſhall: not here declare; not the firſt; 
to the Memory of the Dead; 
nor the two latter, thro Refpect ro the 

precious Time of the Living. 
Before I take my leave of this Sub {ot 

I think my elf oblig'd to do Tuſtice ro 
the Memory of Mr. ApD1s0N, who 
was certainly a Learned and very Ingeni- 
ous Man: "on ſeveral of the Tatlers 
and | 


. R 


PREFACE, 
and Spectators which were writ by him de- 
ferv'd the Applauſe: which they mer wich. 
l hope that what I have ſaid will ſuf- 
fice to ſatisfy every reaſonable Impartial 
Reader, vho is a true Lover of His 
2 Countty. For the reſt, I have long ſince 
leurnt to eſteem their Cenſutes according 
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© 10 their juſt Value. 
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5 bis oN, the — of bis T1 ragedy of 
Caro examined. Vol. 2. p. 303. 


'A RGYLE (Duke of) Letter to his Grace, un | 


in the Name, and at the Requeſt” of Mr. Pen- 
kethman the Comedian, when he was a Pri- 
— in the King's-Bench, and juſt recovering 
from a fit of Sickneſs. Vol. k. P20, 
Lo ber Grace the Dutcheſs, upon the ſame Occaſi on. 
Vol. I. p. 172. 
B. 


BLAckMoRE (Sir RicHARD) Letters to bim. 


Vol. 1. p. 1, If4. 


'BUuCKINGHAMSHIRE (late Dake of ) a Leiter 
to bis Grace. Vol. 1. p. 5 


To the ſame, ſent with the Lives of the Engliſh Poets 


in 2 Volumes lately Printed. Vol. 1. P. 206. 


Caro, Letters upon the Sentiments of that Play. 
Vol. 2. p. 30 

CARLTON 0. Eſfq;) a Letter to him. Vol. 1. 
+ > : - 

COLLIER (JeREMI an, A. A.) Letter to bin 
containing a Defence of a Regulated Stage. Vol. 2. 
p- 228, 

CrRomweLL (Hewny E;) @ Letter to him 

on the Vis-Comice. Vol. 1. p. 13. Of an Ex- 

preſſion in Shakeſpear, and of the Comedy of the Non- 
juror. Vol. 1. p. 138, 166. Vol. 2. p. 303. 


CROWN (Mr. Jo HN) Author of Sir Courtly- 


Nice) ſome Paſſages of his Life. Vol. 1. p. ds 
K x- 


- Ak; — — 


＋ A B LET ; 


/ * 
122 METS 5. ASS 


1 J . * 8 
Yep. * * 5 . 1 


DRY DEN, . Attempt to leſſen his Reputation. 
Vol. 2 p. 9. 


E. 1.18 2 j A i 


Exanmen, Remarks on that Paper vol. 2. Pp. 296. | 


Fizz TaxzzR, our Club anne 
2 their Pernicious Principles. Vol. 1. p. 36. Vol. 
. p. 461, 468. The preſent Corruption, thi ne- 
| ary Conſequence of their own Converſations, 

and Writings, and the natural Effect of their un- 
derminin V 
Taber. ol. 2. p 
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Ger OLPHIN (late 2 Treaſurer) Latter fo. 
him N the 
Commerce. V p- 119. 

GRANVILLE Gk R GE, Eſq) now Lard 
Lanſdown, upon his being made Secretary: of \ War. 
Val. 2. p. 363. 

GUARDIAN, Letter u x the firſt publiſhing that 

Paper. Vol. 2. p. 2 

GREEN w 00D (Mr.) Lettir to bin Volz. . 477. 


HALirAx (Earlof) Letter to him. Vol. 2. p. 358. 
Ho RACE, Bool 2. Satire 7. Amin TronButhokof 
it. Vol. 2. p. 439. 
HuNGERTOR PD, Letter t bim. Vol. 2. p. 280. 
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Ack. Authors have uſed =o Word. Vol. 2. P: 47 
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LANSDO W (Lord) ſee Granville. 
L EITH-HI LL. (ia Surrey) the Proſpect frmitene 


Bet Vol. 1. p. 


M ANSELL (the Ts Mr.) Lane b him. 
Vol. 1. p. 45-146. MARL- 
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Ne Chriſtian . TH true Cha- = 


B+ 'or the Security: of | 


Judicium, of the Different Senſes, in which the Claſ- 
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4 PRETENDE, N. Letter. toa Lady upon the News 

= of bis Landing. Vol. 1. p. g8.---- Some Queries 
concerning bim. p. 414. 

PRIOR ESD vv, lu 70 bim. vol. 
. P. 430. 1 

PUBLIC K. T as E, an the Degeneracy of #. 
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SUCCESSFULL Pyrate, a 7 ragedy, Letter to the 
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'TTonsoN (Mr. NT; Sen.) Letter to him, in 
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rage 23. Line 2. read, for thee. | 
Page 58. Line 7. for Gueores, read Geſurec, | 8 
Page 199. inc 18. read, ic 16. 
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Sir RI HARD BLACK MORE. 
On rhe Moral and Concluſion of an Epick Poem. 
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7 GH ED Fj HEN I fent you my Obſeryations, 
upon the Two firſt Acts of the Play, 
l 1 ſent you ſo many Reaſons which 
| oblig de me to differ from you, With 
. relpect to the Encomium, which you give to 
that Tragedy, in your Eſſay upon Eprick Poetry. 
And whenever you think fit to lay your Com- 
: mands upon me, I ſhall lay before you the Rea- 
ſons, for Which I diſſent from you, with regard 
to the Commendation which you give to a 
late Tranſlation. At preſent 1 ſhall paſs to 
Things more general, and conſequently of 
ker greater Importance. 

— Ix 


{ 


J1;ẽG 8 


Things, in which we perfectly Agrec; that by 5 


. 

N 

4 

7 

minant Paſſion in the narration of the Acton i 
4 

t 

? 

8 

| 


IN the. Chapter which treats ' of the Moral, 
vou are pleaſed to affirm two Things; The firſt 


is, That one who writes an Epick Poem, need 


not in his firſt Intention, pitch upon ſome con. 


ſiderable Moral, and then contrive his Fable fair. : 


able to that Deſign ; The Second Thing is, That 


there is no occaſion that an Epick Poem ſhould 


end Fortunately with regard to the Principal Cha 


racter. 


Bur, Sir, before I give my Reaſons for dir 
ſenting from you, with regard to theſe Two 


Points; the firſt of which is of Confequence, and 


the Second of the utmoſt Importance: I dete is 
that you would give me leave to cnumerate ſome 


this Method, we may facilitate an Agreement in 
Things in which we Differ. 23 
We agree then, Sir, in the following Points 4 
1. That there muſt be a Fable. Eſſay. p. 37. 
2. That there muſt be an Action. /. p. 47 
4 That the Action mult be one. p- 2614. 
That there muſt be a Moral. p. 7 A 
n That the Fable and the Action 2 be only 
for the Moral. Tbid. & p. 34. 
6. That the Moral muſt be the genuine Re. 
ſult of the Fable and the Action. p. 77. 


7. That Admiration ought to be the predo 


* 
n — + 


P- 33- 


8. Nothing that is common or ordinary, can 
excite Admiration. p. 34 35. 


9. That there ought to be an Allegory. p. 41 
1THESAN 


i A and Oritical. 3 


THESE, Sir, are Things i in which we agree ex- 


7 preſly: There are other Things! in which we agree 
i & implicitly, becauſe if theſe laſt are falſe, they de- 
: 


5 ſtroy the Truth even of thoſe in which we agree 
ui 2 apreſiy; as that 

. 1. The Moral muſt contain an undeniable 
EE Wreath, orelſe it cannot be a Moral : For Falſhood 
111 ay delude, but only Truth can inſtruct. 


o 2. That the Inſtruction which the Poem gives, 


nd muſt be general; Moral Philoſophy being the 
ſire] Law of Nature, and conſequently, inſtructive to 
"i Mankind. 

 DY Wl 


3. That the Poetick Action muſt remain ge- 
eral, even after the Impoſition of Names; for 
jf the Action is particular, there can be no ge- 
4 Hicral Inſtruction deduced from it; the Conclu- 
ion being falſe to generals from particulars. 


u in 


. 1 4. That for the ſame Reaſon, the Characters 
. £0 at the bottom muſt be general likewiſe, even 
261 


&ftcr the Impoſition of Names. 

5. That the Action and Characters being both 
general, even after the Impoſition of N ames, 
they muſt be, conloquently, both Allegorical. 


1 
1 
: 


only 


b 
e Rel? 
1. 
, Lr us come now, Sir, to the two foremen- 
predo fon d Particulars. 

Gion“ 6 


4 You ay That an Epick Poct is not oblig d 
Yi Clo have the Moral firſt in his Mind: For, ſay 
Jou, no Author can form the Narration of any 


p- 40 a and memorable Action, bur ſome Moral 
vill 


f 1 


| 
1 


4 N 2 LEI TER 1 I 


juſt, and a great Deſign in thoſe admirable Poems 5 


* 48 
* 5 
2 „ 


x 


will ariſe from it, whether the Writer intends it | © 


or not. Suppoſe this were true, a Poet is to In- 


ſtruct by his Art and not by Chance. But the $ 
very contrary of this is true, a Poet may form the 
Narration, of a Hundred great and memorable 
Actions, if theſe Actions are Particular and Hi- 
ſtorical, and not one Moral ſhall ariſe from 
them all; as the Battle of Pharſalia, the 
Death of Brutus and Caſſius, the Death of Cato, 
the Death of King Lear, the Death of Hamlet, 
the Death of 7nd the Fourth: And I defic any 
Poet to form a general Action, and general Cha- 
raters, but he muſt form them upon a Moral, 3 | 
and conſequently that Moral muſt be firſt in his 
Head. Can any one believe, that c./Zſop firlt 
told a Story of a Cock and a Bull, and afterwards . 
made a Moral to it? Or is it reaſonable to be- | 
lieve, that he made his Moral firſt, and after 9 


wards to prove it, contrivd his Fable? Now 1% 


know no difference that there is, between one 


of Aſop's Fables, and the Fable of an rut 3 ; 


Poem, as to their Natures, tho there be many 
and great ones, as to their Circumſtances, *'Tis? 
impoſſible for a Poct to form any Fable, unlc{| : 
_ Moral be firſt in his Head. 1 

You ſay that ſince Homer and Virgil does not 
exprelly draw any Doctrine from their Fables, it 3 
is not certain whether they deſignd any; and it 


is ſtill more uncertain, you fay, whether = 


intended thoſe particular Morals, which are ge- 
ncrally aſcribd to them; which is as much as to. 
ſay, that, tho we can ſee. a Deſign, a good, a 


| 
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5 the Authors of them ſaw none, and that, per- 
1 BM Y fps that is not their Deſign, which appears to 
us and others, but ſomething, which after ſo 
\c many Ages, has appeared to no Man. Could 
ie Homer or Virgil, if they had ſtudied a Thouſand - 
le Vears, have contrived Morals, which would have 
li- been more the genuine reſult of all the Parts of 
m 2 their Fables and of their Actions, than thoſe which 
Nc are generally aſcribed to them? Or can thoſe 
'0, 7 Morals be made to appear the genuine reſult of 
t, any other Poetick Actions, unleſs they are Copies 
ny of thoſe? 
aa. You continue to ſay, That as from Pulpit 
al, Diſcourſes on Divine Subjects, many uſeful In- 
his 7 ferences may be deduc'd by the Preacher; fo in 
= theſe ſuperior Poems, Mc. But here, Sir, you ap- 
pear not to conſider, that the grand Moral of 
every Sermon is the Text, which certainly 
is, or ought to be, firſt in the Mind of every 
27 Preacher. 
= To conclude my Remarks on this firſt Point; 
3 it appears to me evident, that every Man who 
J 37 undertakes any great Action, has the chief De- 
ſign which he propoſes by it, firſt of all in his 
Head; but you yourſelf are pleaſed to own, p. 
4. Thar the principal End of an es Poet, 
not 4 to give Pleaſure and Inſtruction; and p. 76. 
S, M That the Pleaſure is only in _ to the Inſtru- 
dit ion; and p. 77. That the moſt important part 
hey 7 the 1 . 75 2 ariſe Kage e 
Fable, becauſe whe eſtruttion that ; ariſes fo 
as to the whole, muſt * more important than n= 
+ has ariſes from the Parts. By owning all 
ems 3 | which 
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which, it is clear to me that you implicitly own, 
That the Moral of an Epick Poem muſt be firſt 
in the Head of the Poet. 9 


I now, Sir, come to the Second Point, con- 
cerning which we differ. You are pleasd to 


affirm, That it is not neceſſary, that an Epic 


Poem ſhould end happily, with relation to the 
Principal Character, but that the Poets and mere 
Criticks have laid down this Rule, without con- 


ſulting Reaſon inthe Caſe, being led into it by 


the Iliad and Odyſſes of Homer, and the c Aneis 3 


of Virgil: And here you deplore that ſervile sub- 


miſſion which the Poets and Commentators 
have made to naked Anthority, by which they 7 


have advanc'd Maxims out of Reverence to great = 


Names, without any Diſcuſſion of the Subj ct, 
or entering upon any Enquiry which ſupports ? 


their Aſſertion; becauſe, ſay you, the End of 
the Epick Poet may be cqually attain d, tho the | 


Event ſhould be Unfortunate; ; into which WC b 
are now to Enquire. 3 
THE principal Character of an Epick Poem, 


muſt be either morally good or morally vicious; 
if he is morally good, the making him end un- 
fortunately, will deſtroy all Poctical Juſtice, and 
conſequently, all Inſtruction: Such a Poem can 
have no Moral, and conſequently no Fable, no 


juſt and regular Poetical Action, but muſt be a 
vain Fiction and an empty Amuſement. - Oh, 
but there is a Retribution in Futurity! But I 


thought that the Reader of an Epick Poem was 


to owe his Inſtruction to the Poct, and not to 
"oh 9 36 himſelf: } 
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„ himſelf: Well then, the Poet may tell him fo at 
the latter end of his Poem: Ay, d to God 
I could ſee ſuch a latter End of an Epick Poem, 
where the Poet ſhould tell the Reader, that he 
nas cut an honeſt Man's Throat, only that he may 
- have an Opportunity to ſend him to Heaven; and 
K that tho this would be but an indifferent Plea 
e upon an Indictment for Murder at the Old-Baily, 
te yet that he hopes the good-natur'd Reader will 
1- have Compaſſion on him, as the Gods have on 
Y i his Hero. But Raillery apart, Sir, What occa- 
2 ſion is there for having recourſe to an Epick Poet 
0- i BY tell our ſelves by the bye, and by occaſional Re- 
flection, that there will be a Retribution in Futu- 


ey Krit ty, when the Chriſtian has this in his Heart 
at conſtantly and directly, and the Atheiſt and Free- 
ct, thinker will make no ſuch Reflection? Tell me 
rts truly, Sir, would not ſuch a Poet appear to you 
of or me, not to have ſufficiently conſiderd what a 
he poetical Moral is? And ſhould not you, or I Sir, 


4 Ne oblig d, in order to make him comprehend 
the Nature of it, to lay before him that univerſal 
m, Moral, which is the Foundation of all Morals, 
ww | both Epick and Dramatick, and is incluſive of 
m- them all, and that is, That He who does good, 
nd | I Und perſeveres in it, ſhall always be Rewarded, 
can and he who does ill and perſeveres in it, ſhall 
no always be puniſh'd? Should we not deſire him 
e * to obſerve, That the foreſaid Reward muſt always 
attend and crown good Actions, not ſometimes 
It A only, for then it would follow, that ſometimes 
was a perſeverance in good Actions has no Reward, 
11 Which would take away all Poctical Inſtruction, 
elf: ; a B 4 and 
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and indeed e every ſort of Moral InfruQion, re- 
ſolving 8 Providence into Chance or Fate. Should 
we not, Sir, farther put him in Mind, that ſince 
whoever perſeveres in good Actions, is ſure to be 
| Rewarded at the laſt, it follows, that a Poet 
does not aſſert by his Moral, that he is always ſure 
to be Rewarded in this World, becauſe that 
would be falſe, as you have very juſtly obſerv d, 
p. 60. and therefore nevet can be the Moral of 
an Epick Poem, becauſe What is falſe may De- 
lade but only Truth can Inſtruct. Should we 
not let him ks, Sir, that this univerſal Moral 
only teaches us, That whocyer perſeveres in good 
Actions, ſhall be always ſure to be Rewarded ei- 
ther here or hercaftcr; and that the Truth of this 
Moral is provd by the Poet, by making the 
principal Character of his Poem, like all the reſt 
of his Characters, and like the Poetical Action, 
at the bottom, Univerſal and Allegorical, even 
after diſtinguiſhing it by a particular Name, by '* 
making this principal Character at the bottom, 
a meer Poctical Phantom, of a very ſhort du- 
ration, thro' the whole cxtent of which duration | 1 
we can {ce at once, which continues no longer 2 | 
than the reading of the Poem, and that being 
over, the Phantom is to us nothing, ſo that 
unleſs our Senſe is fatisfyd of the Re- 
ward that is given to this Poctical Phantome, 
whoſe whole duration we ſee thro' from the very | 1 
beginning to the end; inſtead of a wholſome 
Moral, there would be a pernicious ancien, 4 
US. That a Man may perſevere 1 in good Actions 
and not be Rewarded for it thro the whole ex- 


tem 
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tent of his duration, that is neither in this Wotld 
nor in the World to come. 
Baur tho the principal Character of an Epick 
Poem is morally vicious, yet the poem ought 
tnot to end unfortunately with relation to that 
principal Character. But here, Sir, I think my 
27 {elf obligd to explain my ſelf : By a Character 
-* morally vicious, I by no means mean a Villain- 
2 ous Character: Becauſe a Villain can never have 
> greatneſs of Mind nor greatneſs of Capacity ſuf- 
f ficient to perform Things deſerving to be admir d. 
al But Admiration is, as it were, the Inſtrument by 
> which the Poet works his End, which is Inſtru- 
B „ \ | Hon, as has been acknowledgd. | 
_ By a Character morally vicious then, I mean 
ſuch a Character as is compounded of good and 
bad Qualities, the good at the ſame time over- 
= coming the bad, and Hiding them as the Sun 
does Mercury, by the greatneſs of their Neigh- 
bouring Luſtre : Now a Poet is not to make an 
Heroick Poem end Unfortunately, with relation 
to ſuch a Character, becauſe ſuch an end would 
weaken and deſtroy that Admiration which is re- 
quiſite for the Poet's attaining his End, and de- 
ſtroy or weaken it in the very place where its In- 
fluence is moſt requiſite. For as the greateſt Im- 
preſſion that a Poem is to make, ought to be 
made at the end of it, the reigning Paſſion 
of that Poem ought to predominate moſt there. 
Ass therefore Terrour and Compaſſion ought to 
be moſt violently mov'd, at the Cataſtrophe of a 
Tragedy, and Laughter at that of a Comedy, 
Admiration ought to be rais'd to its utmoſt height, 
| at 


». 
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at the end of an Epick Poem. But if that Poem 


ſhould end unfortunately, with relation to ſuch a 
compounded Character, as we have juſt mention 'd 


above, it would cauſe great Indignation in ſome, 


and great Compaſſion in others: Now as great 
Indignation and great Compaſſion are always at- 
tended with Grief, Admiration is conſtantly ac- 
companied with Joy. An Epick Poet therefore, 


by exciting Compaſſion or Indignation at the 


latter end of his Poem, inſtead of Admiration, 


would make that Poem throw off its Nature and 


aſſume that of Tragedy, which is as directly con- 


trary to its own, as Grief is to Joy; or as Light i is 


to Darkneſs. 
No would fuch a proſperous End, in rela- 


tion to ſuch a Character, be in the leaſt a viola- 
tion of Poetick Juſtice, tho for the moſt part in 
Tragedy, it would be a very great one; be- 


cauſe the Hero of an Epick Poem always carries 
on ſome good and great Deſign, for the Advan- 
tage of that Society, of which he is the chief, or 
an illuſtrious Member, at leaſt, it has been ſo, in 
all the Epick Poems I have yet ſeen; tho this is 
far from being always the Caſe in Tragedy; 
now that publick Virtue makes Compenſation 
for all Faults but Crimes, and he who has this 
publick Virtue is not capable of Crimes. The 
ancient Romans and Athenians, while Liberty 
flouriſh'd among them, would have look d very 
coldly upon a Poet, who ſhould have ſhewn a 
great Patriot unfortunate, only for being a great 
Patriot. In order to encourage publick Virtue 
and publick Spirit, and the Love of their Coun- 

trey, 
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oF trey, they oblig d their Epick Poets, to ſhew 
*Z thoſe Virtues crown'd with Glory and Felicity. 


®* Nay, the Ancients made the very future Happi- 
* neſs of their Heroes depend upon the Succets of 
their good and great Deſigns for the Welfare of 


their Country: Witneſs that famous paſſage in 
= the Fragment of Cicero, De ſonmio Ciceronts Sed, 


Suffering God, who makes quite another Im- 
2 preſſion with his Lightning and his Thunder in 
= Paradiſe Loſt, than with his Meckneſs and his 
Stoiciſm in Parad;ſe Regain d: That great Spirit 
which Heroick Poetry requires, flows from great 
= Paſlions and from great Actions: If the ſuffering 
5 Hero remains inſenſible the generality of Readers 
= will not be much concern'd for one, who is ſo 
little concern'd for himſelf. The Greatneſs of 
his Mind may, perhaps, be admir'd by a few, 
2 who are themſelves magnanimous, but the Au- 
2 thor of an Epick Poem ought to write to Man- 
kind, and not only to the Age wherein he lives, 
but to remoteſt Poſterity. If the Hero of an 
Epick Poem ſhould not appear inſenſible in his 
oF Sufferings, his Senſibility will be attended with 
* Paſſions, which are not only incompatible with 
that Admiration, which ought to be movd thro: 
337 the 
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the Poem, but which will ſink its Spirit and 
debaſe its Majeſty. 

LET us then, Sir, leave the Virtues-of pati. 
ence and long Suffering to be taught by Prieſts: 
They will not fail to inculcate ſuch Doctrines fre- 
quently, as being at once conſiſtent with their 
Duty and their Craft: But never fear that they 
will intrench upon your Province, and recom- 
mend publick Virtue and publick Spirit, and the 
Love of their Country, to a People, whom they 
have ſhewn too clearly, that tis their Deſign to 


enſlave. But for your part, Sir, that you may 
deſerve more and more of your Country and of | 


Mankind, make Choice of a Hero, whoſe every : 
Action may flow from thoſe noble Principles, 


and Reform a degenerate Age, which ſeems ſo 


fond of Slavery. Let his great Actions be 


crown'd with Glory and Victory, with the Joy- 8 


ful Acclamations of the People, whom he has 4 


made happy by his Heroick Conduct and Virtue, | | 
and with ſuch tranſcendent Felicity, as may raiſe | 


the higheſt Admiration in the Breaſt of every 


Reader, inflame every one of them with the love 


of his Country, and with a burning Zeal to imi- | þ 


tate What he admires, 


N 
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Henry Cromwell, Eſq; 
On the Vis Comica. 


SIR, 


/ 

HEN Ihad the favour of a Viſit from 
you the other Day, I was in a great 
deal of Pain, and had been fo for a 

Day and a Night before you ſaw me, and con- 


tinued fo for the ſame ſpace of Time after you . 


left me, and then I voided a Stone about the big- 
neſs of a Pea, and ſo thanks be to God, have 
been ever ſince at Eaſe. 


Bur what perhaps may ſurprize you, is this, 


That in the midſt of all this Miſery, I read over 


four Comedies of Terence, viz. The Eunuch, the 
Heautontimorumenos, the Adelphi,and thePhormis. 
Theſe I read over in the two Evenings ofmy IIl- 
neſs, in the Cambridge Quarto Edition, a very 
convenient one for a Perſon of my gravity, in a 
Winter's Evening, tho' he who had the Care of 
the Edition, underſtood nothing of the Stage. In 


the 


October 11. 1717. | 
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the two Mornings of my IlIneſs, I read over Mrs 
Daciers Comment upon the Four Comedies, 
and upon the Life of Terence writ by Suetonius. 
I have told you more than once, that when the 
Commentators had ſometimes led me into a 
Bog, my own Common Senſe had-help'd to 
guide me out again, You may gueſs what a de- 
ference I pay to the Herd of Commentators, 
when you will ſee by what follows, that I have 
the Aſſurance to contradict Monſieur Le Fevre 
and Mrs. Dacier hisDaughter, for whoſe Learn- 
ing, Judgment, and fine Diſcernment ! have al. 
ways had a ſingular Regard and Eſteem. 

You know very well, Sir, that Suetonius in 
the latter end of his Life of Terence, has men- 
tion d ſome Verſes of Julius Ceſar, in which 
that Emperor calls Terence a Demy Menander, 
and complains that the Vis Comica was wanting 
to that Comick Poet. 


Tu quoque, Tu in ſummits, O dimidiate Menander 
Poneris, & merito, puri Sermonts Amator ; 
Lenibus atq; utinam ſcriptis adjuntta foret vis 
Comica, ut æquato virtus polleret Honore 

Cum Græcis, neq; in hac deſpettus parte jaceres 
Unum hoc maceror, & Doleotibi deeſſe Terenti. 


Mrs. Dacier in her Remarks upon that part of 
the Lite, ſays, That it was the Opinion of her 
Father Monſieur Le Fevre, that by the Vis Co- 
mica, Ceſar meant the Paſſions, from which 
Opinion the Daughter diſſents for the two fol- 

lowing 
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, . 5 lowing Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe the Paſlions are 
" ME natural and eſſential to Tragedy, and but inci 
» ME dental to Comedy. | Secondly, Becauſe it is 
" 5 5 impoſſible to preſerve the Characters, as Terence 
i | has admirably done, without making them Speak 
» upon occaſion with as much Paſſion as that oc- 
_ = caſion requires; which is not only juſtly, but very 
. => finely obſcrv'd. And, Indced we find that the 
7 Paſſions in Terence, upon great ſurprizes are ex- 
„ © treamlively and ſtrong. And when Zoracetelis 
„us in his Artof Poctry, that Comedy ſometimes 


1. + uſurps upon Tragedy, and has Paſſions which 
are next to Tragical, He brings his Example 
=> from the Heautontimorumenos of Terence. 


© Jnterdum tamen, & vocem Comædia tellit, 
Tiratusque Chremes tumido Delitigat ore. 


But the Explication which Mrs. Dacier her 


3 Self, givesof the Words of Ceſar, is not a jot 
17 better than her Father's. For by Vis Comica, 


ſays ſhe, Cæſar meant the Vivacity of the Acti- 

2 on, and the tying and ſolving the Knot of the In- 
S trigue; which is wrong, for two Reaſons. Firſt, 
2 Becauſe theſe both belong to Tragedy as nearly 
res ds they do to Comedy. And, Secondly, Becaule, 
ti. if Ceſar had underſtood by his /7s Comma, 
what Mrs. Dacier thinks he did, he could never 
have call'd Terence a Demy Menander. For Te- 
2 rence, having the Buſineſs of two of Menander's 
Comedies in one of his, and the Grecian Comedy 
being of as great a length as the Roman; Terence 
. muſt conſequently have more Intrigue, and a 
. greater. 
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greater Vivacity of Action than Menander, and 


ſtead of a Demy Menander. 


But ſince I have Declared miy ſelf not at all fatis- 3 
fied with either the Father's or the Daughter's Expli- 
cation, you may perhaps expect that I ſhould give 
my own. I ſhall do it with Submiſſion, but 
upon this Condition, that if I am in the wrong, 
you and your Commentators ſhall ſet me right. 


conſequently, if Ceſar, by his Vis Comica, had 
meant the Intrigue; and the vivacity of Action, 
He would have nominated Terence, a Double, in- 


I am apt to believe both from the Terms, 's 
and the Reaſon of the Thing, that by the Vis 


Comica, muſt be meant ſomething Comical and 
peculiar to Comedy. For the chief Force of any | 


kind of Poem, muſt conſiſt in that which makes 


the Characteriſtick of it, and which diſtinguiſhes © 


it from all other Poems. As the chief Force of 
Tragedy muſt proceed from the moving 
Compaſſion and Terror ſtrongly, and the Chicf 


Force of Epick Poetry from the exciting Admi- 
ration, Powerfully, ſo the chief Force of 


Comedy mult conſiſt in exciting Laughter. By 
the Lis Comica, then can never be meant the 
bare Vivacity of the Action, and the tying and 


ſolving the Knot of the Intrigue, which is com- 
mon to both kinds of Dramatick Poctry, as has 


been obſcry'd above, but the lively Ridicule re- 


ſulting from the Intrigue ; the Ridicule of the In-. 
cidents, and eſpecially of the Cataſtrophe, Which 


. 8 * - | " 
* L | 8 — *. 8 * 8 3 * ” * * 
1 —..ü.ü ⁰ Ä ˙—˙. oe died tc 2 a 
3 — 0 * 8 CCL co * . . 


yet is but a part of the Vis Comica, for there is 
likewiſc the Ridicule of the Characters procecd- 


ing from their ſeveral Humours, and the Plea- | 
ſantry 
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N antry of the Sentiments and of the Dialogue. 
den Cæſur therefore ſays, that Terence is but 
5 2 Demy Menander, what does he ſay, but that 
1 | Terence had turn'd four or five of Menander's 

Z WOomedies into Latin, and loſt half the Ridi- 
li. 4 in Tranſlating him. That this was Cz/ar's 
ve Meaning is plain to me, not only from the 
ut | f Reaſon and the Nature of the Thing, which 
g has been ſhewn above, but from the great De- 
he. | light which Cæſar took in the Ridiculum, and 
ns | the great Encouragement which he gave to the 

MM imes of Laberius and Publius & Hrus, which 
nl ere low Farces, compos'd on purpoſe only to 
ny make People Laugh; as likewiſe from the Me- 
kes thod which Terence took in his Verſions: For 
Faking two of Menander's Plays into one of 
Dis, be muſt of Neceſſity leave a great part of 
pis Dialogue behind him, and by conſequence, 
great part of his Pleaſantry: So that the ſame 


Imi- hing happen d to Menander formerly, which 
. of das befallen Molirre in our Days. Several En- 

By 7 Authors have tranſlated Parts of him, but 
the pot one of them has enter d into that aiueté 
and hich is the pureſt Source of his Pleaſantry, (as 
com- indeed it is of Pleaſantry in general) for what 
s has he French call naiueté, which is a charming 
e re- Fimplicity, dictated by pure Nature, is almoſt 
he In- Always Original: For there is ſomething in it 
which P caſic, ſo free, ſo flowing and fo natural, as 
ere is Mics the reſtraint ofa Copy. I do not pretend 
Ocecd- H ſay, that there was none of the nauere of 
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Menander in Terence; but ] may venture to 
* ſay after Cæſar, that there is not above half of 
i it, and conſequently, not above half his Plca- 
| ſantry; tho at the ſame time, I believe that 
| there is more of this Quality in Terence, than 
: 


| ever there was in a Copy ; and if the God of 
| Laughter docs not always attend upon Terence, 
0 Venus and the Graces never leave him. TIis 
my humble Opinion, that there is no Dialogue 
extant in any Language, which has half the 
Charms of the Terentian Dialogue; what comes 
neareſt to it, is that of Etherege in Sir Fopling | 
| Flutter. 1, who have been acquainted with Te-. 
| | | rence above forty Years, am now more delight: | 

ed with him than ever: And ſure that Beauty 
muſt be no common Charmer, in whom Time 
ſhall diſcover new Graces, and whom long 4 
poſſeſſion, renders more deſireable. 

Tus have I given you my Sentiments : It 

what I take to be the Senſe of Cæſar, be not 
your own, I deſire you would ſet me right. 
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cs | On his being made Surveyor at 


. the CusTom-Hovsx, and 


ht. His MARRIAGE. 
aty | 
me 
pong SIR, 
Have been for ſeveral Weeks together, en- 
: H deavouring to wait on you: But I have 
not lately had an Intermitting Feaver, and 
ſeveral Firs of the Stone, which have brought 
5 me very low : So that I can only congratulate 
you thus by Letter upon your New Poſt in tlie 
23 Cuftom- Houte. I was very much ſurpriz d 
when I faw it in the Publick News. For Kucrur- 
ing it to be only a Warrant Place, and con- 
ſequentiy, a Place which a Man cannot flpoiy 
by Proxy, I did not underſtand how it contd be 
_ compatible either with your Picatures or with 
your ather Buſincts. However, if von arc 
pleasd, 1 am fo likewiſe, and once more 1 
T 0 Congratulate you. 


2 BUT 
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Bur, Sir, I had almoſt forgot myſelf; In. 
ſtead of Congratulating you, upon one Office, | 
I ſhould wiſh you Joy of Two. You are be. 
come a Husband ſince 1 ſaw you laſt, as well 
1 as a Land Surveyor. Jeſu! What Alteration | 
Fl muſt not thoſe two Offices have made in the 
Life of a Gentleman, who lov'd to lie in Bed 
all Day for his Eaſe, and to ſit up all Night for 
his Pleaſure. I muſt confeſs, you are not ſo 
much a Novice in the former of theſe Em. 
ployments, as you are in the latter. I think 
you were heretofore ſeyeral Years in the for- 
mer. But is not the Buſineſs and Duty of 2 
Husband ſuch, that a Man grows leſs and lel 
Qualify'd to Diſcharge it, the longer he has 
been in the Office? An Office, in which the 
Incumbent grows incapacitated, by too much, 
and too long an Experience: 


1 am, 
Sir, Your, Oe. 


Whitehall, Saturday 
Octob. 5. 1715. 


E 
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| To His Gn * 
Duke of ARGYLE, 


Witten in the Name and at the Requeſt, 
of Mr. PENKETHMAN the Co- 
median, when he was a Priſoner in 
the King's- Bench, and Juſt Reco- 
vering from a great Fit of Sickneſs. 


My Lorp, 


INCE I had the Honour to play the 
Fool before your Grace here, it has 
been my Misfortune in the ſame Place 
to Act a very Melanichioly Part, for which your 


Grace knows very well that Nature has not 
. adapted me; and for which, I can aſſure your 
| | {Grace, that I have not the leaſt Inclination. 
But the Part that I have been forc'd to act to 
the Life, and almoſt to the Death, has had ſo 
much Tragedy in it, that the Spectators thought 
more than once, that I would have gone quite 


0 


off the Stage in an ill Humour. 


C 3 have 


* 


. 
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I have, may it pleaſe your Grace, palsdthe 
beginning of this Winter in Southwark, a; | 
my old Patron, and your Grace's old rien! 1 
Phœbus, paſsd it in Greenland. I have never 
Riſen till Twelve, and after I have been up 
little more than ari Hour, have been fore d to 
20 to Bed again; have, like him, look d very 
Pale and Wan, all the Time I have been up, 
and have been forthe moſt part of that Time, as 
J may fay, under a Cloud; and it has been 
conſtantly expected, when like my old Pa. 
tron, I ſhould have gone under the Horizon 
for a long time before 1 roſe again. 
5 Bur While 1 was thus between Life and 
5 Death, and in ſore Tribulation, my old Pa 
tron came to me by Night, at the Time when 
he diſappcarcd to all the other Mortals of this 
Hemiſpherc ? and giving me a ſwinging lug by 
the Ear, that has made one ſide of my Head 
Sore ever ſince, Pzaky quoth he, be of good 
* Cheer, I have found a way to free thee from al 
Þ thy Troubles. I have put my Old and Va 
| jued Friend in Mind of thee, who has pron! 
ſed me to talk with Collonel Churchil, about 
Ways and Means to releaſe Thee. What 
Fricnd ſaid I, may it pleaſe thy Godſhip 
f With that, he directly nam'd your Grace tc 
| me; he did, my Lord as I hope once mor 
Tt to be a merry Fool, inſtead of a ſour Melan- 
ills cholly Sage, as I at this Inſtant am. My Old 
115 and valued Friend, quoth he, has a Kindneb 
for all my Domeſticks, who do their Buſinch 
| 10 
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s to pleaſe him and me. His Star and mine, 
=” ſhall Shine in benign Conjuction thee, I will 
= heal thee. His Grace and the Collonel will 


order a Contribution for thee ; and thon ſhall 


> ſhortly act a ridiculous Squire in Drury, in- 
ſtead of a ſullen dying Sophiſter in the Bo- 


rough. | 
But quoth I, to my old Patron, may I put 


his Grace in Mind of this, and will not he 


+ take it ill? Thou mayſt put him in Mind of 


it, anſwered he, and I will pawn my Divinity 


on it, that he will not take it ill. 


and 


| Pa 
when 
F this 
ug by 
Heal 
good 
5M al 
d Va 
tomi 
about 
What 
dſhip 
acc to 


more, 
Mielan- 
iy Old 
dne, 
uſincly 
j0þ 


1 pr 4 «7 IT | 2 
eee i SEG > 7 l 


T avs, my Lord, depending on his Divinity, 
and on your Graces Humanity, I have pre- 


ſum'd to fend you this; and if your Grace 


= takes it otherwiſe than it was meant, which 


{ was to beſpeak your Favour, and to Entertain 


| 


you, I will never for the future believe in 
8 and will have no more dependance 
on him, than has a ſmall Poct, who tires ſuc- 
ceſſively four Pair of Horſes, to engage Perſons 
of Quality to come to his third Night. 


am, 
My Lord, 
Tour Grace s 
moſt Humble and 
moſt dutiful Servant, 
W.. Penketl.m an. 


FX |} 

T 
: * 
1 

* 


24 LETTERS 


POSTSCRIPT. 


My LoRp, 


SINCE I had the Honour to Write 
what is above, to your Grace, Phebus has ap- 
peared again to me, and by another Lug, made 
tother ſide of my Head Sore. Pinky, quoth 
he, thou knoweſt that we great Wits, have 
often bad Memories. I quite forgot to or- 
der thee to remind his Grace of the Method 
which he has rcſolv'd to uſe, in working thy 
Deliverance. His Grace is refoly'd in a nume- 
rous Aſſembly, to put a Guinea into a Green 
Purſe, and throwing it down upon the Table, 
to cry, that is for Pnkys Deliverance. That 
Action and thoſe Words will have Magick in 
them ; for ſtrait upon the Pronuncing them, 
every Man's Guinea, will, of its own accord, 
fly from his Pocket to the Table, and will 
run rowling towards the Green Purſe, till it 
has join'd and Saluted his Grace's, under which, 
when they are united in a firm Confederacy, 
they will march in a Body to the Kings 
Bench, to deliver Fmky from Bondage. Thus 
will Guineas aniwer the End of their 
Creation, which was to promote Liberty, as 
Louis dors were Coind on Purpoſe to 


work Bondage. The Scoundrel who Arreſt— 
cd 


=] 
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F thee, had two Louis dors for his Labour. 


The Miſchief that Lewzs his Image did thee, 
King Williams ſhall undoe. This be aſſur d of, and 
I command thee to ſend this with my Reſpects 
by Way of Poſtſcript to his Grace. 


* Borough Southwark, 
* Nov. 16. 1714. 
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To His GR Ack the 
Duke of Marlborough. 


Mx Losp, 


N the 24th of Parton laſt, 1 had 
the Honour to Receive a Letter from | 
Your Grace, Directed to Mr. Wal. 
pole, and inclos d in one from Mr. Hodge 
to me. I rcturn'd Your Grace that very Night 
my humble Acknowledgment, for the extra- 
ordinary Favour you had done me, and if 1 
have not yet had the Honour to acquaint you 
with the Effect it had, tis becauſe J have been 
in Daily Expectations of the Event, which 
is ſtill Depending. But notwithſtanding this De- 
lay, my Lord, I am not yet like a Man with | 
out Hope. It ſeems to me impoſſible, that 
the Duke of Marlbroveh's Recommendation 
can cver come in Vain, It would be hard} 
that he who has turn'd the Fortune of Europe, 
ſhon'd nor be able to alter mine, and that 
Your} 


jͤã para oy IE ORs” >" TYP IO 
1 . 8 * 5 » us 


4 Familiar, Moral and Critical. 27 
Vour Grace ſhould receive that Repulſe from 
one of your Friends, which a hundred Thou- 
== ſand of your Enemies aſſembled in a Body, 
have never been able to give you. 


8 E | I am, M | LOR D, 

: 1 Tour Grace's moſt humble 

: h 2 1 
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and moſt obedient Servant, 
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July 28. 1710. : 
Captain STEELE. 7.8 
S1R; | 


Directed to Captain Sreele, and defiring 

to ſce himthat Night, that I might have 

his Advice upon a Buſineſs of Importance, | 

foftly intimating at the ſame Time, that it was 

not in my Power to wait upon him. But 

having neither ſeen him nor heard from him, 

I fancy that my old Friend is departed, and 

ſome Gentleman has ſucceeded him in the 

old Houſe, with the ſame Name, and the 

ſame Martial Title; a Chance that happens 

oftener in the World than ſome People ima- 

gine. How ſhould I have been ſurpriz d, in 

Caſe I had gone my ſelf, expecting from the 

Similitude of Name and Title, to have ſeen 

my old Acquaintance? How ſhould I have 

been ſurpriz d to have found a Man with quite 

another Mind, and quite another Countenance? 
My old Fricnd, as I thought at leaſt, had Ci- 

vility, had Humanity, had a good and enga- 

| ging 


| Sent a Letter on the 28th to your Houle; 3 
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1 ging Officiouſneſs, and as I did not take him 


* 
5 


5 French call a good Countenancc, that is, the 


Countenance of one who is pleasd with him 
o. 0 who talks to him. But I ſuppoſe I ſhould 
have found nothing of all this in the noble 
Captain who ſucceeds him, Tou will fay, 
perhaps, that you had no Reaſon to make a 
, Voiſit to one whom you know not, and are 
© reſolved not to know. But then, Noble 
Captain, you ought to have ſent back my 
L“etter, and to have given me to underſtand, 
that you are not the Perſon that I took you 
ng | y for ; that you ſhould have cnoughto do, if you 
„verre obliged to own all the Acquaintance of 
"© F7 the Captain, your Predeceſſor; That I am not 
the firſt Man who have made this Miſtake, 
ut 9 and ſhall not probably be the laſt. Had you 
done this, I had had no Replication to make 
to ſo cquitable an Anſwer. I ſhould only 
perhaps have advis d you, in order to the prevent- 
ing ſome troubleſome Viſits, and ſome imper- 
tinent Letters, to cauſe an Advertiſement to 
4- þ* be inſerted in Squire Brcker/taff's next Lucu- 
in Fbrations, by which the World might be in- 
the formd, That the Captain Steele, who lives 
el now in Bury. Street, is not the Captain of the 
avec : : ſame Name, who livd there two Years ago, 
ute and that the Acquaintance of the Military 
CC? Þ Perſon who inhabited there formerly, may 
Ci- go look for their old Friend, e en where they 
a can find him. # 
g I am Your, Cc. 
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Tho. Ser Grant, H 


Upon the Proſpect from LeiTrm-Hir 3 
in Surrey, * 


SIR, 3 

Have ever ſince 1 ſaw you laſt, been either 

in Motion, or in Places where Ink is a 
Liquor more precious than Tackey. But tho 
I have ever fince the Beginning of Jay, been 
in the Country, I have enjoy'd ſmall Satisfa- 3 
Aion, if you except what the fight of tie 
Country itfelf affords me, which is indeed an 
Entertainment, of which I can never bc 
Weary. E 
I never in all my Life time leſt it without £ 
Regret, and always return'd to it with Joy. |! 
The Sight of a Mountain is to me mare agrec- 
able than that of the moft pompans Edifice; 
and Meadows and natural winding Strcams, F 
pleaſe me before the moſt beautiful Gardens, 
and the moſt coſtly Canals : So much docs Þ 
Art appear to me to be ſurpais'd by Nature, aud 
the Works of Men by the Works 2 God. Bur Þ 

here 


125 


be 


out | 
Jer. 


Mechanick Works of Men. 


of Poctry, 
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; Fl here 1 deſire you to believe, that I ſpeak of the 
For as to the 
Productions of Human Mind, the more Art 
i of them have, as particularly ſome ſorts 
the more lovely they are, and more 
imable; becauſe, the more they have in them 


. ; ; of true Art, the more they have of Nature; 


Whereas, in the Mechanick Works of Men, 
Ine contrary of this is ſeen; for the more con- 
ſummate an Art appears in them, the more 
Wicy recede from plain and {imple Nature. 

Bur thither to return from whence 1 di- 


3 1 elud; as the Sight of the Country has been 


always more pleaſing to me than that of the 
Town, fo, in a late Journey which I took in- 
Fo the Wild of Sex, I paſsd over a Hill 
which ſhew'd me a more tranſporting Sight 
chan ever the Country had ſhewn me before, 
either in England or Italy. The Proſpects, 
Which in Italy pleasd me moſt, were that of 
the Faldarno from the Apennins, that of Rome 
and the Mediterranean, from the Mountain of 
Viterbo; of Rome at Forty, and of the Medi- 
terrancan at Fifty Miles diſtance from it, and 
I that of the Campagne of Rome, from Tiuoli and 
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xcc- Þ 


ICC; Þ * 


* Freſcati ; from which two Places, you ſec every 

Foot of that famous Campaigne, even from 
the Bottom of Tiuoli and Freſeati, to the 
N very Foot of the Mountain of Viterbo with. 
out any thing to intercept your Sight. But 
don a Hill which I paſsd in my late Journey 
into Se, J had a Proſpect more extenſive 


than 
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than any of theſe, and which ſurpaſs d them 


"theſe Hills which appear at thirty, Forty, 
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at once in Rural Charms, in Pomp and in 
Magnificence. The Hill which I ſpeak of is 
call'd Leith Hill, and is about five Miles 
Southward from Darkimg ; about ſix from 
Box-Hill, and near twelve from Epſom. It 
juts its ſelf out about two Miles beyond that 
Range of Hills which terminates the North 
Downs to the Sourh. When I faw from one 
of thoſc Hills, at about two Miles diſtance, 
that ſide of Leith Hill which faces the Nor. 
thern Downs; it appeared the beautifullett 
Proſpect to me I had ever ſeen. But after we 
had conquered the Hill it (elf, I ſaw a Sight 
that would tranſport a Stoick, a Sight that 
look d like Enchantment and Viſion, but Vi- 
ſion Beatificx. Beneath us, lay open to our I 
View, all the Wilds of Surrey and Suſſex, and 
a great Part of that of Kent, admirably Diver- 
ſifyed in every Part of them, with Woods, I 
and Fields of Corn, and Paſtures ; thoſe 
Fields of Corn and Paſtures, being every where 
adorn'd with ſtately Rows of Trees. A 

This beautiful Vale, is about thirty Miles in 
Breadth, and about ſixty in Length, and is 
terminated to the South, by the Majeſtick 8 
Range of the Southern Hills and the Sca. And | 
tis no caſie matter to decide, whether 


Fifty, Miles diſtance, with their Tops in 
the Sky, appear more Awful and Venerable, 
or the Delicious Vale between you and them 

| more 
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nore inviting. About Noon in a ſerene, 

D. % you may at thirty Miles Diſtance ſee 
Ihe Water of the Sea thro". ai Chaſm 
f the Mountains. And that which above 
1 ll 2 it a noble and a wonderful Pro- 
Ypect, is, that at the ſame time that at chirty 
Miles Diſtance you behold the very Water 
pf the Sea; at the ſame time that you ber 
4 bold to the South the moſt delicious Rural 
eolpectt in the World; at that very time, 

py a little turn of your Head towards the 
3 Þrth, you look full over Box Hill, and 
Jee the Country beyond 1t between that 

3 Tad London; and over the very Stomacher 
pf it, ſee St Paul's at five and twenty Miles 
Pidance, and London beneath it, and High- 
"i gate and Hampſtead beyond it. It may 
49 perhaps appear incredible, to ſome, that a 
8 1 Place which affords ſo great and ſo ſurpri- 
4 gs a Proſpect, ſhould have remain d ſo long 
gn Obſcurity ; in ſo great Obſcurity, that tis 
nknown to the very Frequenters of Ep- 
1 om and Box Hill. But, alas! we live in 
n Country more fertile of Great Things, 
Sion of Men to admire them. Who ever 
Walked of Cooper's Hill, till Sir John Den- 

am made it luſtrious? How long did Mil- 
ton remain in Obſcurity, while twenty pal- 
ry Authors, little and vile if compared to 
bim, were talk ' d of and admir'd? But here 

Jin Jer Prop nineteen in twenty like by o- 
ber coples Opinions, and not by their 
D own. 


. „nn 3 — 


4 
* 


own. That Fools by their Approbation 
mould draw in Fools, as Sheep leap after 
x no great matter of Wonder: But 


chat Fools by their Numbers ſhould probe 
fo powerful as to influence Men of Senſe, 


1 
* , A 


and engage them to approve of what the 
would otherwiſe utterly have contemned, 
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is what I have often wonder'd at, but ne- 


ver could yet account for; but ſuch unna·· 
tural monſtrous Things as theſe, make the 
Town more odious and the Country more 


agreeable. | | 


| Jam, Cc. 
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ds the Deceitfulneſs of RUuMovus. 


— 


4 * was always my Opinion, that Judg- 
I ment is a cool and a {low Faculty, and 
no more conſtantly. attends a Man in the 
warmth of Wine and of Converſation, than 
Zin the Fury and Rapture of a Poetical 
2 Compoſition. If I had in the leaſt doubted 
Jof this, what paſt at your Houſe, on the 
firſt of this Month, would have perfectly 
convinced me of it; where, for want of 
Coolneſs to conſider Things, I betray'd my 
own Cauſe and that of my departed Friend 
Mr. ycherly. I ſhall ſay but a Word or 
two of my own, but I deſire to be a little 
longer about his. 
I then declared it to be my Opinion, that 
| Free-thinking would at one time or other 
0 D 2 endan- 
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endanger our Conſtitution; That it invali- 
dates the very Things Which are thegteat- 
eſt Security both of Princes and People, 
and thoſe-are the Oaths which the Subjects 
of Great Britain take either as Subjects or 
Witneſſes. To which a Gentleman in the 
Company anſwer'd, that the Oaths derived 
their binding Force from the very Law of? 
Nature, as well as from the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion; with which Anſwer, for want o 
Coolneſs and Time to conſider, I remain'dd 
at that inſtant ſatisfied...  . _ 

But as ſoon as I bad Coolneſs and Time 
to conſider, I found that a double Reply 
might juſtly be made to that Anſwer ot 
your Friend. For in the firſt Place, the 
Free-thinkers are divided into Atheiſts and 
Deiſts. Now the former of theſe canno 
be at all influenced by the Law of Nature 
For to them to whom there is no God 
there can be no Law of Nature. And 4 
for the latter, tho Theiſts are influenced b 


the Law of Nature, yet we ought to con 


ſider, that the Oath which an Engliſbma 
is oblig'd to take as a Subject or a Witneſſ , 
derives its moſt binding Force, and its mo 
ſacred Solemnity, from that which diſtig 
guiſhes it from all other Oaths, and that 
the laying Hands upon the Bible and ki 
{ing it; which Ceremonies are certainly ner 
deduceable from the Law of Nature, buf h 
are wholly derived from that Revelatic ; 


whicl 
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which the Tbeiſ do not believe. Free- 
tbinling then is the Cauſe, why both A. 
„ sbeiſtr and Theiſte, by contemning thoſe 
Ceremonies, and disbelieving the Revela- 
tion from whence they are derived, are 
come flightly to regard the very Oath it 
d ſelf: Yes, Free-thinking is the Cauſe that 
dat this time of day we have ſo many brave 

3 Knights-Errant of the Poſt, both Spiritual 


That eat perfidiouſly' their Words, 

me. And ſwear their Ears thro two-inch 

ply Boards." + | | 
Can own the ſame thing and diſown, 

the. And perjure booty pro and con; 

and Can make the Goſpel ſerve their turn, 

nos And help them out to be for ſtworn, 

ures When 'tis laid Hands upon and kiſ5i'd, 

= To be betray d and ſold like Chriſt. 

co 

NA 

nel: 
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Thus have I ſpoke to my own Cauſe in 
Jas few Words as I could. I defire todwell 
Ja little longer upon my late Friend Mr. 
8 y3cherly's. A Gentleman in the Compa- 
mol ny was pleaſed to ſay, that the Comedy of the 
tin Country Wife had not a juſt Foundation, be- 
nat cauſe, ſaid he, it was not practicable for 
Eil Horner to make himſelf paſs for an Eu- 
nd nuch. How! not practicable, when he 
, DU himſelf was at the bottom of the Deſign, 
all" and had taken ſo many Precautions to make 
nic 3 it 


it ſucceed? I am ſo. far from being of your 
Friend's Opinion, that | would lay fifty to 
one, if 1 were but capable of ſuborning 
half a dozen Raſcals, who ſhould warmly 
and induſtriouſſy ſpread the Report, that I 
would make either you or your Friend paſs 
for Free-thinkers, wich a conſiderable part 


of the Town, in ſpight of your utmoſt At- 
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temptsto undeceive them. How can that 
be, you'll ſay, when there would be neither 


Truth nor Probability in ſuch a Report? 
But have Truth or Probability any thing ro 1 
u- 


do with the Entertainments of publick 
mour? When my Lord Rocheſter faid, 


T. bert's not 4 Thing on Earth that I can 
name 


So Fooliſh and ſo Falſe as Common Fame; 


did he banter, do you think? or ſpeak it 
from a thorough Knowledge of the World ' 
and of Mankind? There is another of our 
Poets, who knew Mankind perfectly well, 


who will tell you the ſame thing in 'Terms 
that are ſomething ſtronger. 


The World is naturally averſe 

To all the Truth it ſees or hears; 
But ſwallows Nonſenſe and a Lie, 
With Greedineſs and Gluttony, 


Butler. Part 3. Cant. 1. 
Tis Þ 
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is true indeed, if the Rabble and 
= Scum" of Mankind, of whoſe Voices pub- 
lick Rumour is compos' d, had but ſo much 
true Senſe as a ſober Beaſt, why then the 
Rule that Horace has laid down for the 
Tragick Stage, might do pretty well for the 
Stage of the World. 1 
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t Seguius irritant animos demiſſa per aures, 
r * Quam que fint oculis ſubjecta Figelibus 
! 3 © que TW TIO7 IT 1 
o Ie ſibi tradit Spectator. 


Hut ſince the caſe is far otherwiſe, and 
ſo many Ideots will believe that they See 
what they only Hear; (where as no Dog, no 
Horſe, nay no Aſs is Fool enough to let 
e; his external Senſe be impos'd upon by his 
I beaſtly Imagination ; ) Butler has been ſo far 
it from thinking that Forace's Rule for the 
1d Tragiek Stage is proper for the Stage of 
ur the World, that he has laid down for the 
ell, Latter, one which is the very Reverſe of the 


For, tike the World, Mens Jobber-noles 
Tur round upon their Ears, the Poles; 
And what they re confidently told 
y no Senſe elſe can be contront'd. 


What my Lord Rocheſter and the Author 


Sas} 
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of Hudibras have declar'd in their Verſes, 
Tis D 4 our 
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thew- upon the Sta 


— impudently Told of: Witneſs what 
paſſe 


that they only vainly imagin'd it. 
I tell you then again and again, that! 
would undertake, if I could but be brought? 


go n i om TT $i A 
our Dramatick Poets have endeavour'd to 
| ge, v2. That the Eyes 
of the Rabble of Mankind are downright 
Cullies to their Ears, and that they eaſily 
believe that they actually See what they are 


s between Vindicius and old Brutus, i 
in the Junius Brutus of Lee; and between 


Hamlet and Polonius, in the Hamlet o- 


Shakeſpear, which ſeems to be the origin! 
of the other. And has not Ben, Learned 
Ben, who is ſo great a Maſter of his Art, 
and conſequently of Human life and nature, 


ſhewn us the very reverſe of this in the Ca- 
taſtrophe of his admirable Alchimiſt, via. 


ſhewn us Perſons who what before they had 
actually ſeen, are made to believe that the? 
only vainly imagin'd, and for no other Rea. 


ſon but becauſe they are impudently toll“ 


* 


to uſe the Means, to make both you and you 
Friend paſs for Eunuchs, in ſpight of the 
Teſtimony of Twenty Females, who might? 
cry out in Mrs, Pinchwife's Language, they 
won't ſee poor Mr. Horner abus'd, for to: 
their certain knowledge—— For tho' that 
perhaps might undeceive a few, the general 
Opinion would {till remain. For why maß 
it not be as practicable to geld you and you 
Friend, as it has been to burſt one of your old 
| Acquain® 


at 
= 


7 Familiar, Moral and Ciitical. 4 L 
= Acquaintance, in ſpight not only of Truth, 


1 

but of all manner of Probability; in ſpight 
ol his own ſolemn Aſſeverations to the con- 
trary, of the continual vigorous Exerciſes 
e both of Riding and Walking, which he 


$ has us'd of late; and laſtly, in ſpight of ocu- 
% lar and manual Proof to the contrary given 
n to eminent Chirurgeons-and others? when 
of neither Truth, nor reaſonable and ſtrong 
ai Preſumption, nor Evidence of Senſe that 
ed has been given to ſeveral, have been able 
rt, to undeceive the many, but the Rupture 
re, has ſtill remained in the empty Heads of a 
:a- thouſand Fools, who have {till endeayour'd 
z 3 to propagate the ſenſeleſs Error. 


e Hor Fools are ſtubborn in their way, 
ea. As Cons are bardned by th' Allay; 
old And Obſtinacy's ne er [0 ſtiff, T7 
= ÞAs.when 'tis in a wrong Belief, Hudib. 


gui. If any thing that I have ſaid about this 
our laſt Affair may happen to ſurpriſe you, the 
227 Surpriſe I ſuppoſe will {till be greater, when 
ghiÞ9 you are told that the two Apoſtles. of this 
hej new Doctrine, like thoſe of Mahomet, are 
r to downright Aſs and Widgeon. * 
tha The groſs of Mankind have infinitely 
jerig more Propenſity to cenſure than to praiſe. 
maff They generally praiſe thro' Intereſt, and 
they cenſure by Inclination. And yet the 
2 Poiſon of falſe Praiſe has more than once 
| grown 
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grown epidemically contagious, by the Er- 
ror and Imbecility of a few, and the Con- 
ſpiracy of a falſe Report. You cannot 
have forgot what happened to that ugly 
Beau Bovey in the Time of King Charles 
the Seconds EHT 


| Bovey's 4 Beauty, if fome few aw 7 
To call him ſo; the reſi to that degree 
Afetted are, that with their Ears they ſee, * 


You may remember that ſomething like 
this has happen'd upon the Repreſentation 
of ſeveral of our Dramatick Performances, 
when blundering fuſtian Tragedies, or tri- 
fling inſipid Comedies, have, by the Con- 
ſpiracy of a Cabal, and their -concerred 
Applauſes, been cogg'd upon the Town 
for Maſter-pieces, to the Diſhonour of our 
Country and Diſgrace ofthe Britiſhb Poetry. 
Some Perſons, who have been in theſe 
Conſpiracies, knew, or ought to have known, 
better Things. But one unaccountable 
Effect of Vanity, among many others, is, 
that ſome Perſons, tho they do not want 
Underſtanding, yer, at the Expence of the 
Reputation of their Common-Senſe, are 
fond of ſhewing their Power; are fond of 
ihewing their Power to Fools, at the Ex- 
pence of the Reputation of their Common- 
Senſe with the thinking part of the World. 
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= How often has ſomething like this hap- 
pened among our Stateſmen? How often 


have they topp'd White for Black, and 
Black for White, upon the thoughtleſs Rab- 
ble? How often have they who Yeſterday 


were thought Heroes, and Patriots, and 
Demy- gods, to Day been look'd upon as 
Villains, and Thieves, and Robbers; and 
they who Veſlerday were held Villains and 
„ Traitors, have to Day been regarded as 
Hleroes, and Saints, and Patriots? Have 
e not our Politicians more than once turn'd 
n the Rehearſal out of Ridicule, by turning 
s, the whole State topſy turvy in a Morning, 
i- only by the Artillery of falſe Reports, 
n- without ſo much as ſtriking a real Blow? 
-d Wand by that means proving to all the World, 
n that one might take Mr. Bays for a Poli- 
ar tician; that Mr. Bays's Politicks were good 
y. [Rand ſound, and that his quondum Grace of 
ſe Bult was out, when he pretended to make 
n, 4 a Jeit of them. 

le But in ſhort, and Raillery apart, the 
is, Prevalency of falſe Reports, concerted by 
nt five or fix dark Sophiſters, has more than 
he once made ſome of the beſt and greateſt 
Men in the Kingdom, who but juſt before 
were approv'd, applauded, admir'd and 
cheriſh'd by all the Lovers of their Country, 
become all at once the very Hatred and 
corn of the Rabble, which Ibelieve nei- 
ther ever did, or could have happen'd any 
where 


„ 


44 n LIE ra nr S A 


where but in Eagland; either as to the | 
Exceſs'of Malice in the Inventors, or the 
Exceſs of Credulity in the Believers and 
Propagators of thoſe falſe Reports. For 
that which makes Eugland the moſt ſplene- 2 
tick Country in the. Univerſe; makes it the L | 
chief and reſidentiary Seat of Slander, * 
For there never was a very ſplenetick Man, 
unleſs he was a Man of an extraordinary Þ 
Underftanding, but. he was at the ſame > 
time a Slanderer. And the ſame virulent 
Humour, that cauſes ſo many noble Bri- 
tant to hang, and poiſon, and drown them. 
ſelves, cauſes them likewiſe to do their u- 
moſt; to murder the Reputation of their 
Neighbours; and the ſame Humour that 
in ſome degree caus' d the Invention of the 
Slander at firſt, cauſes likewiſe the Propa - 
gation of it, and the Credulity of its Be- 
nevers. Judge then, if in ſuch a Country 
as this, even an improbable falſe Report be 8 
not a juſt Foundation for a Comedy. But 
the Report of Horner's Impotenicy, ſince 4 
he himſelf invented: it, and prepared the 
Way for it, is ſo highly probable, that a 
Man mult be very Hypercritical, who, up- 
on that account, cenſures my late moſt in- 
genious Friend. I have a great deal more 
to ſay upon this Subject, but 1 want t Time 5 
ac er | 
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SIR, 


7 OURS of the asd of the i laſt 
Month came to my Hands in due 
time; I had ſooner returned you 


| 7 Thanks for the favour of it, and had 


ſooner congratulated you upon the return 


of your Health, upon which ſo many 
Healths depend, and which under God 


has been ſo often the cauſe of the Recovery 


of mine; if I had not been engag'd in an 


Important Buſineſs which took up all my 
Hours. I likewiſe return you my hearty 
thanks for ſetting the Affair between me 


and my Brother-in-Law in a true light, 


tho I perceive by what you write that there 


are Perſons who continue to believe him. 
But I would fain ask thoſe Perſons what 


Motive they have to reſtrain them from do- 
Ing an unjuſt or a baſe thing, which I have 
not in a much greater Degree. They will 


ſay, 


TIF LET T'E 1 59 73 
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ſay, perhaps, that they have got a great deal 
more Money than I have, But, Sir, is not 
their getting a great deal a ſign of their 
great Love for it? And if I have all my life 
time had but a little, do they believe it has 
proceeded from my Incapacity of getting 
it, or from my Contempt of it? And which 
is moſt like to ſecure any one from doing 
Injuſtice; the Love of Money, or the Con- 
tempt of it? Have their Purſes been more 
conſtantly open to the Occaſions of their 
Friends and Acquaintance ? Have they diſ. 
cover'd more magnanimous Thoughts, and 
more exalted above Selfiſhneſs ?: Have 
they more Underſtanding to diſcern their 
true Intereſt, and to know thatno Man can 
live happily without living reputably ? Have 
they bad a more liberal Education, or 2 
more generous Converſation ? I was till five 
and forty plung'd in the Converſation of the 
great World, and was every Day in com 
pany with Gentlemen, who are univerſally 
known to be Men of no ordinary Meri 
who wanted no Diſcernment to know me, 
and who have ſeveral of them given publick 3 
proofs of their Eſteem for me. Now it II 
miſtake not, before che Age of forty five 
the Manners of Men are unalterably form'd. 
For theſe laſt fifteen Years I have retir'dÞ 
from the World, and confin'd my Conver- 
ſation to three or four of my old Acquain-F 
tance who are publickly known to be * 4 
| oy. 
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of Men of Honour and Underſtanding. Can 
XY any reafonable Man then believe, that I, 
= who white I was converfant in the World 
kept my Reputation clear, ſhould retire to 
= be a'Vilkin in Solitude? If I refus'd to an- 
ſwer a Demand which my Brother-in-Law 
:h FE pretended he had upon me, tis becauſe he 
18 had no title to any thing from me but his 
n- want of it. If he had ask'd me to give him 
re the Money which he ſaid I ow'd him, I had 
ir certainly given it him. But I could not 
if- think without Indignation, that an ungrate- 
ful Wretch, to whom I had endeavour'd at 
we the expence of my Time and Intereſt to do 
eit the moſt Important Services, ſhould pretend 
; toextort it from me by Inſults and Brutality. 
ve What thoſe Services are, I ſhall let you 
4 know in my next; but Iam weary at preſent, 
* and ſo without doubt are you. „ 
the! | | 
»m- I am, SIR, 
ally ll | - F | 155 
rit, A * Tour moſt Humble 
lick Faithful Servant, 
if II fag. 6. 1720, FEE 
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In which are ſome Paſſages of the LIEB 
of Mr. Jon Crown, Author 0) 
Hr Couttly Nice. 
8 1 R, erte fa teen 4 

T Shall now, in compliance with the 

1 repeated Requeſts you have made to- 

me, ſay ſomething concerning the E- 

ducation of Mr. Jo HN CKOwWRN, and the 

moſt remarkable Paſlages of his Life.“ 

Mr. CxowN was bred: under his Father, 

an Independant Miniſter, in that part of Nor- 

thern America, Whichis called Nova Scotia. 

But the Vivacity of his Genius made him 

ſoon grow impatient of that ſullen and 

gloomy Education, and ſoon oblig'd him] 
to get looſe from it, and ſeek his Fortune 
in England. But it was his Fate, at his firſt 

Arrival here, to happen on an Employment 

more formal, if poſſible, than . 16: ; 

uca-Þ 
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SE ducation:. His Neceſlity, upon his firſt Ar- 
rival here, obligd him to become a Gen- 
eman-Uſher to an old Independant Lady. 
ut be ſoon grew as weary of that pre- 
iſe Office, as he had been before of the 
Diſcipline of Nove Scotia. One would 
nink that theſe were but indifferent Pre- 
paratives to the commencing polite Author. 
ut neither theſe nor his Poverty, which 
as great, could oppreſs his aſpiring Spi- 
Fit, aſpiring to Reputation and Diſtinction, 
rather than to Fortune and Power. His 
Writings ſoon made him known to the 
Lourt and Town: Yet it was neither to 
he Favour of the Court, nor of Milmot 
Lord Rocheſter, one of the ſhining Orna- 

ments of it, that he was indebted for the 

Nomination which the King made of him 
for the writing the Mask of Calyp/o, but to 
the Malice of that noble Lord, who de- 


— ign'd by that Preference to mortify Mr. 
fe. Doden. Upon the breaking out of the 


wo Parties, after the Diſcovery of the Po- 


er,. 

ith Plot, the Favour that he was in at 
1 Court, the Gayety of his Youth, and his 
um! being unacquainted with true political Prin- 


Tiples, eng ged him to embrace the Party 
pf the Tories. About that time he writ 


im | 

— be City Politicks, on purpoſe to Satyrize 
firſt Hand expoſe tne Whigs; a Comedy ſo agree- 
zen] edle, that it deſervd to be writ in a 


much better Cauſe 5 But after he had writ 
it, 
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Power of the Lord Treaſurer Dusty, Who 


narch lov'd a Comedy above all Thing 


ſometimes appear there ro ſslicit the Pay 


"8 
1 
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Fo Derr 
it, he met with very great Difficulties in 
the getting it acted. Bennet Lord Arling. 
ton, who was then Lord Chamberlain of 
the King's N and who had ſecret. 
ly eſpous'd the Whigs, who were at that 
time powerful in Parliament, in order to 
ſapport himſelf againſt the Favour and 


was his declared Enemy, us'd all his Au- 
thority to ſuppreſs it. One while it W W 
rohibired on the account! of its being 

ngerous, another while it was laid aſide 
on the pretence of its being Flat and Inſ- 
— till Mr. Crown at laſt was forc'd u 

ave Recourſe to the King himſelf, and to 
engage him to give his abſolute Command 
to the Lord Chamberlain for the acting of 
it; which Command the King was pleasd 
to give in his own Perſon. For that Mo 


(excepting one Thing) and had no men 
Opinion of Mr. Crown's Qualifications d 
ſucceed in it. While he was thus in Fi 
vour with the King and the Court, I hav 
more than once heard him ſay; that tho h 
had a ſincere Affection for the King, he hal 
et a mortal Averſion to the Court. TUI 

romiſe of a Sum of Money made hin 


— — — _ 


ment of it: But as ſoon as he had got 
he vaniſh'd, and continued a long time ab 
ſent from it, of which, he told me, thy 

DutchelÞ| 
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Dutcheſs of Porrſmonth took once Occa- 
ion to r the King; whoſe way of 
anſwering that Complaint, puts me in mind 
t- ofa Paflage in Hoileaus Epiſtle to La- 
ieee 0 0 - 
to; 190102: 102074 3 77 155, | 

nd 8+ Hier de vous on parla thes le Roy, 

ho Eid attentat Horribleon traitala Satire, 


u. Et ie Roy que dit il. Le Roy ſe prit a rire. 
va lm VS EH 21 18: #548 | 
ing . It was at the'very latter End of King 
ide Charles Reign, that Mr. Crows being tyr'd 
nf. with the Fatigue of Writing, and ſhock'd 


py the Uncertainty of Theatrical Succeſs, 
| to and deſirous to ſhelter himſelf from the 
and Reſentments of thoſe numerous Enemies 
go which he had made by his City Polzticks, 
asd made his Application immediately to the 
Mo! King himſelf; and deſir'd his Majeſty to 
ing eſtabliſn him in ſome Office, that miglit be 
neu n Security to him for Life. The King had 
15 te the Goodneſs to aſſure him, he ſhould have 
1 Fin Office, but added that he would firſt ſee 
have nnother Comedy. Mr. Crown endeavour- 
\o' be ng to excuſe himſelf, by telling the King, 
That he plotted flowly and awkwardly ; the 


hin Plot, and ſo put into his Hands the Spaniſh 
Pay Comedy called Non pued Er. Mr. Crown 
got as oblig'd immediately to go to work 
ze ab ppon it; but, after he had wric three Acts 

>, (tht it, found to his Surpriſe, that the Spaniſh 
chef E 2 Play 


ing replyed, that he would help him to a 
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Tarugo's Wiles, or the Coffee-honſe. Vet, 


ſupported by the King's Command, he 3 


went boldly on and finiſh'd it; and here 
ſce the Influence of a Royal Encourage- 7 
ment: | "SS EET 
Mr. Crown, who had once before: ob- 
lig'd the Commonwealth of Learning with 
a very agreeable Comedy in his City Poli. 
ticks, yet in Sir Courtiy Nice went far be- 
yond itꝭ and infinitely ſurpaſſed himſelf. For 


tho' there is ſomething in the part of Crace 


which borders upon Farce, the Spaniſh Au- 
thor alone muſt anſwer for that. For Mr. 
Crown could not omit the Part of Crack, 
that is of Tarugo, and the Spaniſh Farce 
depending upon it, without a downright 3 
Attront to the King, who had given hin 
that Play for his Ground-work. But al“ 
that is of Engliſh GrowtW in Sir Courth, 
Nice is admirable; for tho” we find in it“ 
neither the fine Deſigning of Ben. John ſon; 
nor the general and maſculine Satyr of . 
cherly ; nor that Grace, that Delicacy, nor“ 
that Courtly Air which make the Charms“ 
of Etherege; yet is the Dialogue ſo lively 
and ſo ſpirited, and ſo attractively diverſ-Þ 
fied and adapted to the ſeveral Characters: 
four of thole Characters are ſo entirely new, bf 
yet ſo general and ſo important, are draw! f 
ſo truly and ſo graphically, and oppos'd to 


F each 
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each-other, Surly to Sir tly and Hor- | 

head to Teſtimony, with ſuch\ a ſtrong and 

= entire Oppoſition ; thoſe Extremes of Be- 

haviour, the one of which is the Grievance, 

= and the other the Plague of Society and 

' * Converſation; exceſſive Ceremony on one 

* fide, and on the other ſide Rudeneſs and 

b = Brutality, are ſo finely expos'd in Surly 

and Sir Courtiy; and thoſe Diviſions and | 

= Animoſities in the two great Parties of | 

"" = England, which have ſo long diſturb'd the | 

1 publick Quiet, and undermined the pub- | 
* 3 lick Intereſt, are ſo happily repreſented and 
1 ridicul'd in Teſtimony and Hothead, that 
I tho' I have more than twenty times read 
over this charming Comedy, yet I have al- 
ways read it, not only with Delight bur 
Rapture. And 'tis my Opinion, that the 
2 greateſt Comick Poet that ever liv'd in any 
„Age, might have been proud to have been 

the Author of it. 

The Play was now juſt ready to appear 
to the World; and as every one that had 
23 {een it rehears'd was highly pleas'd with it; 
every one who had heard of it was big 
3 with the Expectation of it; and Mr. Crawy 
vas delighted with the flattering Hope of 
1 being made happy for the reſt of his Life, 

by the Performance of the King's Promiſe ; 
wil when, upon the very laſt Day of the Re- 
\1 rol hearſal, he met Cave Underhill coming 
each from the Play-Houſe as he himſelf was go- 
b E 3 ing 
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ing towards it: Upon which the Poet re. © 


primanding the Player for neglecting ſo 


conſiderable a Part as he had in the Co- 


medy, and neglecting it on a Day of ſo 
much Conſequence, as the very laſt Day 


of Rehearſal: Oh Lord, Sir, ſays Under- 


hill, we are all undone. Wherefore, ſays 
Mr. Crown, is the Play-Hauſe on Fire? 


The whole Nation, replys the Player, will 


uickly be ſo, for the King is dead. At 


the hearing which diſmal Words, the Au- 


thor was little better; for he who but the 
Moment before was raviſh'd with the 
Thought of the Pleaſure, which he was 
about to give to his King, and of the 
Favours which he was afterwards ta re- 
ceive from him, this Moment found, 
to his unſpeakable Sorrow, that his Roy- 
al Patron was gone for ever, and with 
x indeed 
reviv'd from his Apoplectick Fit, but 
three Days after dyed, and Mr. Crow: ÞF 
by his Death was replung' d in the deepeſt 7 


him all his Hopes. The King 


Melancholy. 


Thus, Sir, have I given you a ſhort Ac 
count ofthe Education of 2 Crown, | © 
ircumſtances þ* 
of his Life, to the Neath of King Charlie 
the Second. I ſhall, as ſoon as I have Op- 
e: continue this Relation from the! 
e 


and of the moſt remarkable 


Crown. | 
15 J am, FI X, 
| Tour, &c. 


ath of King Charles to the Death of Mr. £ 
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=o | To his Grace the 
Duke of Br 
Dube of BUCKINGHAM. 


u. My Lorn, | | 
e NIOT being able to wait on your 
e N Grace by reaſon of an intolerable 
as Head- ach, I humbly defire that you 
ne would order the Letter which you have 
e- done me the Honour to write for me, to 
d, be delivered to the Bearer. | 
y- I hymbly deſire your Grace to believe, 
th that if you had given me no Caution, I had 
ed by no means done any thing, which might 
ut cauſe me to forfeit your good Opinion of 
wn me. 80 far were my Thoughts from 
eſt that, that I never yet reſolv'd to publiſh 
thoſe Remarks. Iis very likely, hat af- 
\c-| ter your Grace, and my Lord Halifax, 
2% and Two or Three more have perus'd 
ces them, I may ſend them to the Author, and 
= content my ſelf, with letting him know my 
p- Power. Reed 
the] Bur, my Lord, as I would not be 
Vir. thought to do a Barbarous thing, I deſire 
your Grace to believe, that I had powerful 
E E 4 Motives 
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Moti ves to engage me to write theſe Re- 
marks. I was attack'd in the —, in the 
very ſecond or third, and in ſeveral others. 
Since your Grace is of opinion that the Au- 
thor of the Tragedy did nat write thoſe 
particular Papers, I am very willing to be- 
lieve it. But he was in Partnerſhip with 
thoſe who did. He went ſhare in the Pro- 
fits, and more than ſhare in the Reputa- 
tion. And Mr. —— durſt not have pro- 
vok'd me, without his Approbation, or at 
leaſt his Conſent, My Lord, with ſub- 3 
miſſion to your Grace's Judgment, Iam 
apt to believe, that what Mr. —— did in 
this Caſe was the Action of Mr. —— 
If a Man who is in Partnerſhip wrongs me 
in Trade, all the Partners are involv'd in 
the Guilt, unleſs they diſclaim it, and ſig- 
nify their Abhorrence of it to the Perſon 
injur'd. The Law of England allows ofno 
Acceſſaries in Murder; all who are con- 
cern'd in it are Principals. And Reaſon, | 
upon which the Law of England is found- 
ed, ſays, that the Caſe is the ſame in the af- |? 
ſaſlinating a Man's Reputation. My Lord, 
I appeal to your Grace, if the attacking |? 
me in the —, was not only an Aſſaſ- 
ſination, but one of the blackeſt ſort. IÞ? 
Was- done in the dark, no Provocation in! 
the leaſt given, no Name to the Paper, and! 
no Author known; when at the very ſame Þ* 
Time they openly profeſt Friendſhip to 1 1 


TRA, 
* 
by "= 
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Ii may add to this, that it was done at a time 
e when they baſely took advantage of the 
great Misfortunes I lay under. My Lord, I 
appeal to your Grace, if mine is not a more 
e generous Proceeding. . I do not attack, but 
>. = retort; 1 proceed frankly and openly, and 
h * I who. am in Adverſity, engage one who 
is in bigh- Proſperity. 1 
Vet, after all, my Lord, the Satyr of 
this Criticiſm (for Reaſon is the ſevereſt 
Satyr in the World, when it is terribly a- 
gainſt a Man) does not fall moſt heavily 
upon the Author of the Tragedy, it falls 
2 moſt ſeverely upon this partial and taſtleſs 
Town. The writing a fooliſh Play, is a Piece 


But the gaining a general violent Applauſe 
to a fooliſh Play, is ſomething new to us: 
tis the reviving a Farce that had been act- 
ed but once before ſince King Charles the 
"2 Second's imme. af 
My Lord, I am afraid of tiring your 
3 Grace's Patience by too long a Letter, or 
I would proceed to the other Motives, 
which prevailed upon me to write theſe 
2 Remarks.,' But Thope to have the Honour 
al. of acquainting you with them another time. 


J am, 


Tour Grace 's, &c. 


of Ridicule that we have long been us d to: 


Argument from it ſufficient to convert 
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Mritien upon the News of the Landing 


Madam, * 2x2" 
Have lately read over the famous Pro- 
ceſs between the Marquis De Gueores * 

and Madamoiſelle 4e Maſcraum, with 

which 1 have been agreeably entertain'd, 
and which I here ſend you by the Bearer, 
becauſe a Lady of your Apprehenſion may | 
eaſily diſcern, that you may produce an 


your Friend Mrs. that termagant Stick- 
ler for divine, unalienable, indefeaſible 
Right; for can there be any Right to an)! 
Government ſo divine, ſo unalienable, 10 
indefeaſible as that of a Husband to the 
Government of his Wife? Vet if this 1 ; 

narc 1 
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pHarcb, by Right Divine, appears unqualify'd 
< Ro govern her well; if he cannot anſwer 
" he Ends of Government; if he keeps not 
he original Contract, which is on his part 


h 


18 i 


"ORE" 


Ahegi wing due Benevolence, ſhe endeavours 
Ro depoſe her Sovereign immediately; that 


Is, ſhe ſues out a Bill of Divorce, and chufes 
another King. The original Contract be- 
qween a limited Monarch and à free Peo- 
ple, is, that he ſhall govern them by Laws 
df their own making, and that they ſhall 
pbey him as long as they are ſo govern'd. 
Now will your Friend Mrs. —— murmur, at 
pur Sexes enjoying that Privilege, which 
Fou have always claim'd your ſelves? We 
pave already depos'd one Popiſh King for 
preaking this originnl Contract, and can 
e expect that we will ſet up another, Who 
e know is not able to keep it? Would 


r0- 3 
ret he accept of one for a Husband, whom 
ith he knew beforehand to be in a State of 
'd, @mpotence? How then can ſhe pretend 
er, that we ſhould accept of ſuch a Gover- 
1ay nour? Is not a Popiſh Pretender as much 
an zunqualify'd to govern a free-born Prote- 
ert tant People, as one in a natural State of 
ck. Impotence is to give due Benevolence? 


ble 
any 

10 
the 


Are not both Pretenders equally impotent 
as to what they pretend to? Then pray, 
Madam, acquaint your Friend Mrs. 
that ſince our Sex is aſſiſtant to yours in 


ork throwing off your evil Governours, when 


A : 


one Ruler over us, who. is utterly incap:. 


S LI. gn 5 
you find upon Heart- breaking Diſappoint. 


1 
ments that you cannot be happy undet 2 


them, tis altogether unreaſonable in het 
to pretend that we ought to eſtabliſh aß 


ble of rendring his Subjects happy. Deſirte 
her to lay alide her Notions of Divine 
Right and Arbitrary Power. She wrong ] 


her ſelf and her whole Sex by theſe fantz- 


ſtical Opinions. No Power on Earth bu 
that of Beauty can juſtly pretend to Right 
Divine; for Beauty has its Power fron 
Nature, and conſequently from God, 


bb. aac. wenn et 


London, | 
la Tours, &c * 
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on On the preſent State of the Stage. 

81 x, 8 2 

Have been about to write to you every 
I Polt for theſe ten Days, but one Acci- 


flent or other has {till diverted me; but 1 
hall now make more than amends, for Ju- 
gentem tibi Epiſtolam Impingam. 
Ne If I had had the greateſt Inclination imagi- 

nable to accept of the Invitation which you 
ſent me by your Familiar; yet ſomething 
has happen'd which would have been a Juſt, 
Itho' a Ridiculous Impediment. For I had 
given my word to go another way, in or- 
der to puli a certain Beaſt out of a Ditch, 
whe had fal'n into it, thro' a more than 
Beſtial Stupidity, which engag'd him to look 
upon things above him, inſtead of grazing 
and following the Inſtinct of Nature. But 
: | [0 


. 


i 


nough to underſtand his own Intereſt ; for 


deaf to his Friend's Intereſt, - is cer. ? 


you had laid aſide the Alteration of Cori. 


plauſible Apology for your Breach of Pro- 
miſe. But to ſacrifice me to Fools, wa 
Impudent as twas Barbarous. I have read}? 
the noble Stuff which you have acted the 
Winter, all but Bzfirzs, which was not} 
Publiſh'd when I left the Town, But ſome} 


. Lada, oo. . 
to ſpeak plain Exgliſb, and return to yo] 
lavitation; who could have expected a 
ſuch · thing, from one who had fo barb. 
rouſly abandon'd his old Acquaintance, 
who had never ſo much as once in Twenty? 
Years miſs'd an opportunity of ſerving hin 


and abandon'd him contrary both to Friend 


ſhip and Politicks. For a Man who de. 
ſerts his Friend in an Affair in which tis re- 
fohable that he ſhould eſpouſe him, doe 
two Things at once to his own Diſad van. 
tage. For firſt, he ſhews the World tha 
he has no Body's Intereſt at heart but hi; * 
own, which Indifference the World, as ſoot 

as it perceives it, will be ſure to return in 
Kind: Secondly, he gives a pretty convin-'? 
cing Proof, that he has not Capacity e. 
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he who in any Point that is reaſonable i? 


tainly blind to his own. Now what Depen-'7 
dance can I have on a Perſon who make. 
it evident to me, that he neither cares for! 
my Intereſt, nor underſtands his own? 1 
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olanus for better Plays, there had been | 
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Perſons 
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or Perſons, whom I have ſeen in this place, 
at) tell me there is a Rape in it. If that is true, 
rbe Wit has a Fault in it for which nothing: ean 
nce, make Atonement. A Rape is the peculiar 
ent) Barbarity of our Eugliſhß Stage. Neither 
hin, Greeciant nor Romans would ſuffer it, nor 
end. can the French at preſent bear it. The 
de. very Apprehenſion of a Rape, tho' the 
re: thing did not follow it, damn'd the Theodore 
don of Corneille; which, if you will believe 
van. Monſieur Hedelin, is one of his beſt Tra- 
tha Igedies. . would fain know from you, who 
t hi have had a twenty Years Experience of the 
ſoon Stage, for what Reaſon the Women, who 
n in will fir as quietly and paſlively at the Re- 
win ation of a Rape in a Tragedy, as if they 
ye. thought that Raviſhing gave them a Plea- 
; for ure, for which they have a juſt Apology, 
le i; will ſtart. and flinch like unback'd Fillies, 
cet. Wt the leaſt Approach of Rem to Re in Co- 


pen- medy, unleſs that Approach happens to be 
jake; made in the Houſe of Bondage. I have 
s for been ſometimes apt to entertain a Suſpicion, 
? I that 'tis not the luſcious Matter which di- 


Cori ſturbs them in Comedy, but the ſecret im- 
en a} I plicite Satire upon the Sex. For a Woman 
Pro- in Comedy never grants the laſt Favour 
wa to one to whom ſhe is not marry'd, but it 
read proclains the Man's Triumph and her 
| this Shame. It always ſhews her Weakneſs and 
s notÞFotten her Inconſtancy, and ſometimes her 
ſome Fraud and Perfidiouſneſs. But a Rape in 
rſons Tragedy 


SI had 
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Tragedy is a Panegyrick upon the Sex: For 
there the Woman has all the Advantage 1 
the Man. For ſhe is ſuppos d to remain 
innocent, and to be pleas d without het 
Conſent; While the „whois accaunted 


a damn'd Villain, proclaims the Power of 
Female Charms, which have the Force to 
drive him to ſo horrid a Violence. But to 
return to the other Plays, which vou acted 
this laſt Winter. I have read two Come. 1 
dies without one Jeſt in them. But you wil! 
ſay, perhaps, that the Play-Houſe waz, 
throng'd for eight or ten Days together at 
the Repreſentation of theſe Comedies; per- 
haps ſo. But then, if it was ſo throng dat 
the Repreſentation of damn'd Plays, lhope 
my Ears will no more be ſtunn'd with the 
Noiſe of the Improvement of a general? 
Taſte, and that for the future no Conſe- 
quence will be drawn from the Numbes 
of an Audience to i For tbe 
very ſame Reaſon that the Builder's Trade, 
the Carpenters and the Joyners are ſo very 
much improv'd ; for the very ſame. Res- 
ſon that ſo many fine. Houſes, ſo mam) 
beautiful Streets, ſo many ſtately Squares, 
and, as it were, whole Towns are building 
in your North- Weſt Suburbs; for that ver) 
ſame Reaſon is your Theatre crowded. A 
Penetration that comes far ſhort of Conju- 
ration, may ſuffice to ſhew, that the Num- 1 
bers of the Nobility and Gentry of the 

g Town, 3 
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' rown, and eogſequenfly of cheir Depend- 
ot nts, ure exctcdiigy augmented By ſome 
in rent Events which-tave happen'd of late 
er Fears, vis. the Revolution, the Union with. 
ed eon the Return of our Armies from 
of de Continent, and the King's Acceſſion to 
to de Crown. But as for the Improvement 
to f a general Taſte, tis ſo great a Blunder, 


2 


ed Hat it could never be thought of among 
de. onſiderate People. Tis improv'd in- 
vill Feed with a vengeatice, tis refin'd in a 
745, orious manner! improv'd as the Taſte 

f a Green-ſickneſs Girl, who leaves pa- 
table Meat for Charcoal; refin'd as the 
aste of an Hyſterickx Woman, who is 
=Meriſh'd by a Stink; and ſickens at a Per- 
me; or as the Taſte of a modern Letcher, 
bo, Uke a Swine, prefers a Sirreverence 
the fmeſt thing in the World, The in- 
nidus Diverſions; which they follow'd this 
inter, their Maſquerades, their Tralian 
Farces, and their French Tamblings, can- 
ot chuſe but ſhew the gteat Refinement 
F their Taſte. If the general Taſte were 
Inprov'd, two things would certainly fol- 
Dw, good Plays would be writ, and 
gamn'd ones would not be endured. But 
Y-akeſpear's Plays you will fay were 
Srowded, and Tom. D*Urfey's neglect- 
u- Id this Winter. Be it ſo. I ſhall ſhew 
You in my 9 the Generality of 


1 . 
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| # 
|| an Audience, in ſpight of their Practice 8 

bi have it both in their Heads and their Heart; 
1 to value Tom. D''Urfey, and to deſpic | 5 
1 n 40 oifuſovs 7? ap 2 (3 
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q LETTER written in behalf of 
ban who was lately ruin d by 
Z Stock-Jobbing,' 77 his Fa- 

„ ther-in-Law who would not 


— — — — 


8 IR. 
HIS is the third Letter which I have 
4 writ to you, without the Satisfaction 
pf receiving an Anſwer, which has been 
great Acceſſion co the Calamity which I 
"Yabour'd under before; and I have felt the 
"FF rowns.of Fortune the more ſeverely, be- 
Fauſe they have been attended with yours. 
ITis hard, that it ſhou'd be in her Power 
Jo alienate not only our Poſſeſſions, but 
Even the Hearts and Souls of our deareſt 
Ind moſt valued Friends. As we learn 
rom her hourly Inconſtancy, that there is 
zo Man ſecure from her Power, methinks 
It ſhould be the common Intereſt of Man- 
{Kind to alleviate her Strokes by uſing their 
Tellow-Creatures gently, while they are un- 
ger her Diſgrace ; eſpecially ſince long Ex- 
perience has taught us, that ſhe is often the 
| F 2 moſt 
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moſt barbarous to thoſe who deſerve her 
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Cruelty the leaſt; ſo that her Perſecution be. 


ing for the moſt part directly contrary to 


Reaſon, ſhould leaſt of all be abetted by 
reaſohable Men like you. My Intentions 
have been very good, tho” the Event has 
not been anſwerable to them; and methinks 
when we paſs, a Judgment upon our Neigh- 7 
bours, not by their Intentions, . but by E. 
vents, we paſs a ſevere Law againſt our 
ſelves, becauſe our Intentions are in our 
Power, but Events are not; and no Man 
can foreſee the future. My very Enemies 
muſt confeſs, that my Calamity has pro- 
ceeded not from any Extravagance of Tem. 
per, or a luxurious Life, but only from the 
00-eager Defire of Getting ; which, if it be 
a Fault, who'ar preſent is guiltleſs? Sum 
no Man ever was juftty blam'd for catching ? 
a Diſtemper, whofe Infection was epidem. 
cal. And yet that very eager Deſire 03 
Getting has not proceeded from any {or} 
did Avarice, but only from my Exceſs d 
Love to your Daughter, and an earnel 
Leal to ſecure her. Happineſs before 
ſhould be prevented by Sickneſs, or Death 
or that uſual Change which attends on Hu 
man Affairs. So that my Eagerneſs to mah 
your Daughter happy, has been the ve! 
thing that has made her miſerable by bring 
ing under her Father's Diſpleaſure one iq 
whom the believes it her Duty to be co 


cen 
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1 ] cern'd. So that what ſhe ſuffers by your | 
Diſpleaſure cauſes it to be mae 
by to me, and makes me more paſſionately 
ns and impatiently deſire that you would be 
reconcil'd to me. My Fault has been m. 

ks Error and not my Crime, and I have Youth, 
+ ind Health, and Vigour of Mind enough 
E. o retrieve my Fortune. And when Ihave 
Fetriev'd her, I have Reafon to believe, that 


Our garen [ 
our Abe will then be conſtant to me, tecauſe I 
fn bave ſeen and experienc'd the only Error 
nie Prhich could have oblig'd her to leave me; 


nd therefore as ſoon as I am re-eſtabliſh'd, 
em. I. {hall be more happy becauſe more ſecure 
Than if I had never falln. In the mean while, 

it be Fir, to give you a convincing, Proof, that 
Sur prefer your Daughter's Happineſs ro my 
hin; Pon, Lam willing to do any ching to ſecure 
Wer a Competency while my own Condi- 
ion is doubtful. Iam willing to put it as 
Puch out of my Power, as it is contrary 
Jo my luclinations, to touch the other two 
Whouſand Pounds. | p 


J am, 
Lell June 10. 1720. SI R, 
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On the Degeneracy of the Public l Taſte. 
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Bout the middle of the laſt Month! 


endeavour'd to ſhew the Extravagance of 
that Opinion, that there is at this time a- 
mong us an Improvement of the general 
Taſte, with relation to Poetry and the 
Belles Lettres. And J promis'd in my next 
to ſhew the Error or the Falacy of thoſe, 
who pretend to maintain that Opinion from 
the crowded Audiences at the Repreſen- 
tation of Shake/pear's Plays, and the thin 


ones at thoſe which were writ by Mr. | 
D. I promis'd to ſhew that notwith- | 


ſtanding this Practice of the preſent Fre- 
quenters of the Play-Houſe, they have it 
both in their Heads and their Hearts to 
value Mr. D*Urfey and to deſpiſe $hake- 
ſpear, that, neither their Approbation nor 
their Contempt is their own, but aſſumed 


and borrowed, and that they approve by 


Vogue 


ſent you a long Letter, in which! 
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® ogueand by — as a 255 noble Poet 
has told us. 


Their private W iſh 5 the public 2 vice, 
*Twint Good yang Bad W himfe ey err | 


not Choice; i 
L Fußes grow up for Tafte at Porms they 
b 1 tribe, 
70. 4 5 The ey know what ay would bave, not 


1 f "what they like. 


| 1 promis to ſhew, that the one of theſe 


n 2 \uthors has been eſteem'd, and the other 
h 1 Fontemm'd by Men of Senſe ſo long, 
of that the Approbation of the one, and 
2 the Contempt of the other, is come at 


ral Waiſt to make an Impreſſion on the Rabble; 
hen I mention that Word, I do not mean 
ext | Wuch a Rabble as you have ſometimes on 


oſe, be Stage at Julius Cæ ſar or at Coriolanus, 
om * ſuch a Rabble as is but too often be- 
en- | Weld in your Pit and Side-Boxes. | 

hin I A very great Part of thoſe who pretend 


Mr. Fo be in Love with Shakeſpear, if he were 
ich- ow living, and his moſt celebrated Plays 
're- were to be acted De novo, without a Cabal, 
Ivyithour Character or Prepoſſeſſi on, wou'd 
Hliſs and Damn the very Things of which 
they are now the faſhionable Admirers, 
hich ſeems plain to me from this ve 
Reaſon, becauſe the modern Plays which 
they * approve * are the very 2 8 
4 O 
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that they ſhew Sagacity and Penetration, 


of Shakeſpear.s, with reſpect either to his 
Excelleneies or his Faults. 

_ Shakeſpear is very juſtly celebrated 
for the Trutb and. Juſtneſs of bis Cha- 
racters, for the Beauty of bis Sentiments, 
for the Simplicity and Dignity of his Dia- 
logue, and for his moving the Paſſions pow- |” 
erfully by the meer force of Nature. But 
the preſent Spectators of Tragedies ap- 
prove of thoſe moſt, in which the Paſſions 
are mov'd leaſt. They will endure no Mo- 
dern Tragedy, in whoſe principal Char- 
cter Love is not the predominant Quality. 
Now Love predominating in the principal 
Character, too often falſiſies and confounds 
thoſe. Characters, and by Confequence but 
too often deſtroys the Beauty of the Sen- 
timents, becauſe no Sentiment can be beau- 
tiful, which is improper in him who ſpeaks |: 
it. Beſides, there are not three of our mo- 
dern Tragedies, which have any thing like 
thoſe Sentiments which abound in Shake- | 
dear; Sentiments, which, at the ſame time | 


are eaſie, juſt, and natural. 
The modern Readers and SpeRators of | 
Tragedies will endure no Tragedy which 
has the\ Simplicity and nazvere of Shake- þ 
ſpear's\ Dialogue; a Simplicity, wherever“ 
the occaſion requires it, attended with! 
Force, and Dignity, and Pomp, and Solem- 
nity: Inſtead of that noble and natural Di- 
Ja 7 "=. .= MOOG i 
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9 logue; they are for à flatulant Style, in 

*Fvhich' the Poet puts the Change upon Um ; 
Fel, — ſpeaks almoſt always himſelf, in- 
Mead of making bis CharaRers'ſpeak. 


s 1 Burns! the Readers and SpeRators of 
a- Modern Pragedies approve of thoſe moſt, 

v > hich are the very reverſe of Shakeſpear”s 
ut Avith refpe@4o' his Beauties and Excellen- 
p- ies, ſo they declare very loudly againſt 
ns mis Faults.i The Faults of Shateſpear, which 


o- re: tather thoſe of the Age in which he 
ra- 2 perpetual Rambles, and his 


ty. apparent Duplicit in ſome of his Plays, or 
pal — 3 Action, and the frequent 
ads breaking the Continuity .of the Scenes. 


Out | The preſent Spectators declare againſt this, 


en- In appearance, but at the ſame time ap- 
au- prove of this Multiplicity of Action in ſome 
aks Modern Plays, concealed by a Jumble and 
no- Confuſion which is incomprehenſible and 
ike together unintelligible. Another of Shake- 
e- Pear's Faults is the Length of Time em- 


ime | 
ion, 


N ploy d in the carrying on his Dramatick 
Action. The preſent Spectators are ex- 
Sreamly ſhock'd at this in a modern Frage- 
8 of Ay, but at the ſame time approve of thoſe 
nich] in which the Unity of Time is preſervedby 
ake- offending all Common Senſe. + 

ever If a Modern Poet in one of his Trage- 
vic dies ſhould ſhew any Thing like Shakteſpear's 
em- F Rambles, ſhould introduce a Tragedy up- 
Di- on the Stage, which ſhould begin in Eu- 


gue , N * 7 * 


5 
2 


in Underſtan 


TUDOR 
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ray e and end in ¶Aſia, 
en 


n ofi | 


ice, thai Play would be exploded: and | 


damn'd with very 
the Modern Spec 
ly eſteem and are fond of thoſe, in which 


great Damnation- But 


the Unity of Place is preſerv'd, ſometimes L 


by whimſical comic 
ſometimes by dreadful 
travagancies. 


Abſurdities, and 
and * err Ex- 


From all this I W vas L ſaid be- | 
fore, that the Spectators of modern Tra- 
gedies, having the greateſt Eſteem for thoſe, 
ear's' EKxcellen- 


which have leaſt of Shakeſp 
cies, and declaring toudly againſt his F ark 
would damn Shakeſpear, if living. 

Nor can I believe that ſeveral who: pre- 
tend to be paſſionate Admirers of Mz/ton, 
would treat him if living in any other man- 
ner for the following Reaſons. - ' ' 

. Becauſe they are ſo fond of nothing as 


of that ſoft and effeminate Rhyme, which 
makes the very Reverſe of the Harmony, 
and of the manly, and powerful, and noble : 


Enthuſiaſm of Milton. 


Becauſe the Generality of Poets and 
Wits his Contemporaries did not eſteem 
him, tho' the . by no means inferior 

ing to his pretended living 


Admirers. HWilimot Earl of Noc heſter ne- 
ver ſo much as mention'd him, in his Tmi- 
tation of the Tenth Satyr of the firſt Book 
of Horace. When he came to imitate that 


a Paſſage, 


at ors of Tragedies gre Sat- | 
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ifi Paſſage, Forte epos Acer, ut nemo Larius du- 
it, inſtead of Milton he names Haller. 


d 4 
u and when chat noble Peer was ſome Years. 


at 

e- Ferwards ask'd: by: Dr. Burnet, ſince- Bi- 
* hop of Saliabum, for which of the Mo- 
es Pen Poets be: had moſt Eſteem, he an- 
1d | wer d without the leaſt Heſitation, for 
x- Boileau among the French, and Cowley a- 


hong the Engliſh Poets. Mr. Rymer in 
is firſt Book of Criticiſm treated the Pa- 
Fr a9i/e Loft with Contempt, and the gene- 
2 ll oy: die Readers of Poetry, for twen- 
Ry Years after it was publiſhed, knew no 
Pore of chat exalted Poem, than if it had 
| been writ in Arabick: Mr. Dryden in his 
re. | Preface before the State of Innocence, ap- 
Pears to have been the firſt, - thoſe Gentle- 
an- en excepted whoſe Verſes are before Mil. 
For's Poem, who diſcover'd in ſo publick 
Manner an extraordinary Opinion of 
ilton's extraordinary Merit. And yet 
Nr. Dryden at that time Knew not half the 
Extent of his Excellence, as more than 
wenty Years afterwards he confeſs'd to 
me, and as is pretty plain from his writing 
"1 ia State of Iuuocence. For Mr. Dryden, 
Þ that Poem, which is founded on the 
3 Paradiſe Loſt,falls ſo infinitely ſhort of thoſe 
ne. | Fonderful Qualities, by which Milton has 
mi- Ciſtinguilh' d that noble Poem from all other 
ook Poems, that one of theſe. two Things mult - 
chat pe e either that Mr. Dryden knew 
I not 


76 Wan L K 1 | ” R 8 KY \ 2 
not the Extent of Milton s great Qualities, of 
that he defign'd to be a Foil to him. Bu: 
they who knew Mr. Dryden, know very 
well, that he was not of a Temper to de. 
ſign to be a Foil to any onʒ e. 
1 hope 1 have ſaid enough to convince 
you that the Approbations and Cenfures of 
the Generality of an Audience are deriy' 
from Sentiments which are not their own, 
and which are the Effects of Authority, 
and not of Reaſon. When Men who are 
and are eſteem'd, Perfons of more than or. 
dinary Judgment, have declare d themſelve 
from time to time, during a Century, 0 
half a Century, concerning Poems Dr 
matick or others, thofe Declarations are the 
Cauſe, that other Perfons at length, beit 
guided by the Light which is held out %% 
them, fondly imagine that it was kindle} 
by that Particle of Heav'nly Fire whici|* 
they fancy to be within them. But the 
numerous and violent Cabals, which art 
form'd to ſupport or decry Dramatick Wi- 
tings, may ſerve inſtead of a thouſand A. 
guments to convince the moſt obſtinate, tha 
there is no ſuch thing as a general Tal: 
among us; It being abſolutely impoſlib 
that great Numbers of Perfons of a fine 
Diſcernment and a true Taſte ſhould con- 
ſpire to extol a Blockhead at the ExpenceÞÞ 
-of a noble Art, at the Expence of thei! 
o Reputation and the Reputation of thei! 
25 Country. 


* K % 
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= 
Fountry, and conſequently; at the Ex- 


3 rethren, Who: are the preſent Managers 
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in a good meaſure, of that Goun- 


Ence anc 
* Power and Intereſt. You and your 


W the Play-Houſe, have of late very juſtly 
ewa the extremeſt Contempt for the ge- 
ral. Taſte, pretending to ſet off damn'd 

lays, by the glare of new Habits. Which 
onduct of you, the Emperors, and Kings, 
Id Princes of the Drama, recalls to my Re- 
Pembrance what Boccalin ſays of ſome 
Princes of Parnaſſus. They had half ru- 


; N d themſelves, ſays that merry Italian, by 


De Expence they had been at to preſerve 
d perfume Sirreverences: Vet ſtill, ſays 


e, the more Colt they were at, and the 


A More Sweets they beſtow d upon them the 


Lia France ſince the beginning of Card 
| al Richlieu's Miniſtry, but he has been 


their Conſerves ſtunk in 


More 1 
f all who had really Noſes. 


e Noſtrils o 


Perhaps, if you take the Word in the moſt 


liffuſive Senſe, there never was a general 


good Taſte for Poetry, among any People 


n the World, if you except the 4rhenz- 


Ia. But there never was fo general a one 


In ug land as there was in modern Frence 


a and {:aly, before the Opera and ſome o- 


ther Things debauch'd it in 
eie ee eee 


x 


both thoſe 
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here has not one great Poet e 
ardi- 
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protected and encourag'd,. and his Merit, 
i as 
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28 faſt as it ould Iprend, hes been gere. 5 
rally acknôwledg'd. 1 will 1 could as tru. 
I affirm che ſame thing of England. The 
great Quallties of Milton Weit not gene. 
rally known among his Country men til tte 
Poruth Ken, er e publiſh ae 
thirty Vears. But when that admirable q 

I 


——_—c_ . 


vs Os 


Poet. was among the Ttaliuns, the Great. 
neſs of his Genius was known to them in 
the vary Bloom of his Y 6uth, even thirty) 
* Years before that incomparable Poem wn 3 
writ, witneſs the Epigram of SeFvaggi, u an| } 
Italian Poet, of which Dryden's Epigran 
which is under Milton s Picture is nothing ] 
oy Ne org AYE 8 


— 
4 8. 
14} 5 
| 1 


wel Maæbnidem, Jactet f. {tb 57 Roma Mar 1 
lem, 
Auglia Miltonum, ackat urige fare 


” 


Nay, Sal 75 a Ne Poet, ſacrifices the 
very Honour of his Country, that is, of 
modern Italy to him, by preferring the 


Italian Poetry of es; even to that of 
Taſſo : | | | 1 


W . * 33 
— . * 


* 
g 
S.\ © 
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Cede Metes, cedat depreſſs Moxdius wrnd 
Sebetus Taſſum deſinatuſque loqui. g 

At Thameſis victor cunttis fl rat altior ad | 
Nam per Te, men Partribus unus erat] 


4 'Sx* 1 * Þ ng. 
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1 And 


3 


NY Familiar, Moral aud Criunical. 79 
ne. And Giovanni Wett dene. an Noble 
ru. Weapoliran, who had been the intimate 
"he Friend of Taye, and the great Patron of 


1 


ne. ¶ Marino, while they were living, gives ex- 


the Itrabrdinary Commendations to Milton, 
han tho“ he was then but a Youth among them, 


eat. that noble Italian. 
1 In 3 tin! 3 g 72 9 | 1 4 
irty Ergo ego Te Clius, & nagui nomine Phæbi 
n Manſe pater, jubeo longum ſalvere per ævum, 
, in Miu Hyperboreo Fawonts peregrinus ab 


as appears by his Latin Verſes addreſt to 
F £5 5 wk Pi 
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Nlilton had then been ſo far from writing the 
Paradiſe Loſt, that he had never ſo much 
. Fs thought of that Subject, but had at that 

Time derermin'd, after his Return to Eng- 
Fend, to write an Epick Poem upon the 
xploits of Arthur and the Knights of the 


Round Table, as appears by the ſame Verſes 
the Sto Man ſo. n 
„ Ol 
the Irthurumque etiam ſub Terris bella moven- 
yi olf tem © e 3 
PDicam, atque invite ſociali fadere men ſæ 
AHagnanimosHeroas, & (o modo ſpiritus adſit) 
nd rangam' Saxonicas Britonum ſub marte 
| * ?halanges. _- | 
nada? r 


erat] Thus, you ſee, the Itraliant, by bis ju- 
enile Eſſays, diſcover'd the great and 
And“ growing 
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growing Ge knew very little of hr 2 I 
thirty Years after he had pubbſkid among if 5 

| them the nobleſt Poem in the World. 

But as the general Taſte of Engl! 
could be never faid to be good, it wis ne. 
ver fo bad as it is at preſent; a certain 
Proof of which, is, that Wiritings both Dr.. 
matick and others, were never ſo infamoy; | 
as they now are. And Taſte and Writing“ 
always keep Pace with each other. When 
Shakeſpear firſt appear d among us, the Ge. 
nerality of his Readers and his Spectaton 
were much better able to judge of him than] 
they are at preſent. Becauſe, as he was aþ 
very natural Writer, and they were with. 
out Prejudice, without Prepoſſeſſion, and] 
without Affectation, and without the In. 
fluence of a Coxcomical, Senſelefs Cabal 
they were at Liberty to receive the impreſ. 
Nan Things naturally e on their i 
inds. 
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Here ſend you by the Bearer, ſeveral 
Pieces in Verſe and Proſe, writ for- 
derly by me, and lately printed in two 
Volumes; but I ſend. them not without a 
Jouble Deſign on you. For firſt, I deſire that 
you wou'd have the Goodneſs to oblige 
our Managers to make me ſome Recom- 

Fence this Winter for the Wrong which they 
id me the laſt. Secondly, Ideſire that you will 
ive me leave to ſay ſomething concerning 
he Pieces contain'd in theſe two Volumes, 
nd more particularly concerning the Mo- 
ive which oblig'd me to write the chief 
T Of them at the firſt, and to publiſh them 
Ktely together; which I ſhall do with Plea- 
G ſure 
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ſure to one who has done ſo much Good 
in the ſame Cauſe in which moſt of then 
were w rit. re 4 
Several of the Pieces in Verſe and Proſe, 
and three of the Plays, were writ in the 
Cauſe of Liberty. The. narrative Poem 

g 

|: 


1 
4 
> 


of greater Length were all of them written 
upon Great and Publick Occaſions, and wen 
deſign'd as ſo many Panegyricks 1 675 thoſe] 
Illuſtrious Perſons whoſeGreat and Heroick 
Actions had made them Benefactors to 


: 
: * 
© 


Great Britain and Liberty. \ 
It has always been my Opinion, that: 
free Nation can never be too zealous i 
maintaining their Liberties, becauſe wr: 
have been taught by too many fatal Event 
that they have at laſt been often loſt by th 
Security and Corruptions of thoſe who ha 
for ſeveral Centuries enjoy'd them. With 
neſs the ancient Grecians and Romans, and 
the ancient and modern Spamards ant 
French. But whenever the Liberties d 
a great Nation are in manifeſt Danger, then 
all the ſeveral Members of it, who are nd 
abjectly baſe, will uſe their utmoſt Efforiih 
in defending them. The Liberties of Gre« 
Britain have in our own Memory been iu 
ſo much Danger, chat they have been twic| 
in thirty Years retrieved from immediate 
Ruin, firſt by the Revolution, and ſeconh 
ly by the Acceſſion of King George to tit 

Imperial Crown of this Iſland, but eve 
. nov 
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now they by no Means appear to me to be 
entirely ſecur dc. 51 
Since the Revolution, things appear to 
"Dave been ſtrangely reverſt in Great Britain 
be. wich, regard to Liberty. In four or five 
a Reigns immediately preceding the Arrival 
| f King William of Immortal Memory, the 
LCourt:was for Arbitrary Power, and the 
People appear'd ſtrenuous for Liberty. 
But ſince that time, the Court has for the 
Woſt part contended for Liberty, and the 
People, I mean too great a Part of them, 
Dave declar'd for Slavery. Now, if ever we 
phould come to be under a King, who wou'd 
&crifice his Proteſtant Diſſenting Subjects 
che High-Church Clergy, we ſhould 
Euickly ſee whether the Liberties of a Na- 
gon are moſt ſecure, when a conſiderable 
rt of the People (who are their natural 
tardians) are reſov'd to defend, or deter- 
ind to reſign them. In the mean time, 
es r, it muſt be acknowledg'd, to the im- 
then portal Honour of the preſent King, that 
y endeavouring to ſecure the Diſſenters 
om ſuch a Treatment in time to come, he 
ing the moſt effectual Method to im- 
en Mortalize Liberty. 5 
twießßz Thus, Sir, have I acquainted you with 
edia'We only Motive of writing the chief of 
conVMheſe Poems, which was the Apprehenſion 
to thehad of the Danger, which the Liberties 
even my Country were in, and conſequently 


nog G 2 the 


Party, but as a Lover of my Country, and 


by others who are Jacobites in Whip? 


mention d Volumes. It was in Ob 


the Liberties of the Chriſtian World, of 
which ours are the {ſtrongeſt Bulwark: | * 
wrote them not then as one who eſpous'd a | 


one zealous to promote the Happineſs of 
Great Britain, I have been ſo far from 
having any ambitious Aims or any ſordid 
Views of Intereſt, that I have been con- 
tented to ſee ſeveral of the publick Reward 
engrolſs'd by ſome who are luke-warm, and 
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Cloathing, while I have remain'd very po 
in a very advanc'd Age. But one Thing}: 
indeed I have. ſometimes been apt uf? 
think exceeding hard, and that is, that the 
lukewarm Perſons, and theſe Facobzres iff 
Whig Cloathing, ſnould be ſuffer d to mak} 
uſe of the Power which they have acquirf 
by their Falſhood, to the utter Ruin of on 
who has behav'd himſelf all along with tht 
utmoſt Sincerity in the nobleſt Cauſe of Lf 
berty. onde; 1 nM 
Thus, Sir, have J laid before you ti 
Motive which engag'd me to write WM 
greater. part of the Pieces which are col 
lain d in the two Volumes. I ſhall no 
ihew you, how the fame Motive oblig'd ng 
to uſe my E ndeavours to - preſerve: then 
if they ſhould appear worthy of it, and col 
ſequently to publiſh them in the two fort 


Ea 
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1716, that I defir'd a Bookſeller to collect 
them for me. I thought that after ſo much 
= Time” had paſs'd ſince the writing them, 
Il ſhould be capable of forming as true a Judg- 
ment my ſelf of them, as any other Perſon 
"ZE whatſoever, who has no better Judgment 


rdid Win Poetical Matters than T have, or that 
don · the Precept of Horace, nonum prematur in 
ard; annum, muſt be falſe and vain. 

ant! Upon a very flow and deliberate Peruſal 
hig, of them, I could not but conclude, that 
poor! with all their Faults they were not altoge- 
hing ther depriv'd of that noble Fire, which a- 
ot U None can make them pleaſing; nor of that 
the Wſuſtneſs and Solidity which alone can make 
ten them laſting. I believ'd that if they were 
male e together, they might be able one 
juiriſ Day to do ſome Good to the publick, and 
Fond no Diſcredit to me. 

h tic ; And I was the more encourag'd to ven- 


ture on this Publication, becauſe, Sir, you 
may be pleas'd to remember, that they had 


zu u been favourably receiv'd by the moſt illu- 


te i ſtrious Perſons of both Parties for their 
e co Judgment in Poetry, and their Knowledge 
no ot the Belles Lettres, by the late Earls of 
g'd M Codo/phin and Halifax, Mr. Maynwaring 
- thenfWand others among the Whigs, and by the 
1d co preſent Duke of Buckingham and my Lord 


o fon Lan ſdoum among the Tories. And if any 
Hob Temptation could make me vain, it would 
17108 G 3 be 


. 
* 
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„ Lerne 3 
be the favourable Opinions of the laſt two. 


Noble Perfons, becauſe as their Judgments 3 
in matters of Poetry are unqueſtion d, they 
can never be {uppos'd to be partial to one, 
who has all his Life-time appear d very F* 
zealous in contrary Principles to thoſe of a | 
Party, which they by ſome have been ſup. þ 
pos'd to favour. My Lord Lan/aown, by 
making me a Preſent ſo noble, as never has 
been made by a Subject to any Author now 2 
living, ſufficiently declar'd that what I had! 
writ had not been altogether diſpleaſing to 
him. And 'tis to the warm Approbation! 
which the Duke of Buckingham gave to the] 
Poem on the Battel of Blenbeim, that! 


owe the Honour of being firſt known to 


the late illuſtrious Earl of Godolphiu, whoſe Þ 
good and great Qualities, and the Benefits | 
which Great Britain receiv'd from his good 
and his wiſe Adminiſtration; make me 


proud to own for the firſt and greateſt of 


my Benefactors. git 


Thus, Sir, I found Encouragement to 


| Preſerve theſe Pieces, and eſpecially the 
Poems writ in the Cauſe of Liberty. But 
{ was convinc'd at the ſame time, that the 
only way to preſerve them would be to 
publiſh them together. They were in a 


great many different Hands, and ſome of 


them in the Hands of ſuch who were mor- 
tal Enemies to the Cauſe in which they 
| were 
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vere written. Some of them had been ver 
incorrectly printed. The very Subject 
vhich ought to recommend them to all 


8 EngliſÞmen, as well as the Harmony with- 
oui Rhyme in ſeveral of the Poems, made 


ſome of them for the preſent leſs pleaſing 
to above half the Readers of Poetry. Some 
of them that had once appear dwithApplauſe 
ſeem'd to have been forgot. For all things 
Jof late Days have been manag'd by Cabal 
Sand Party; and there ſeems to have been 


Za Conſpiracy in the Commonwealth of 


Learning, among Fools of all Sorts, to ex- 
alt Folly at the Expence of Common-ſenſe, 
and make Stupidity triumph over Me- 
Crit in the very Dominions of Wit, which 
has been one of the Cauſes why Things are 
reduced to that deplorable State upon our 
Britiſh Parnaſſus. Apollo and the Muſes 
— to have abandon'd it; diſdaining that 
their Divinities ſnould honour a Place with 
their Songs, where Fools and Pedants, 
Buffoons, Eunuchs and Tumblers have ſo 
often met with Applauſe. 
Who could have thought, if he had been 


live Tragedy and Comedy, that he had 
been promis d a Life of not quite twenty 
| Years? Yet 'tis very plain that the Pro- 
miſe had extended no further: ſuch is the 
Power of Cabal and Party. 
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told twenty Years ago, that he ſhould out- 
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I have all along had a great Mol 0 
the making a Party, or the entring into 
Cabal, and have ſometimes look d upon it 
with Horrour and ſometimes with Con- 
tempt. Who that has Common - ſenſe can 1 3 
forbear laughing, when he ſees a Parcel o! 
Fellows, who call themſelves Wits, fit in 
Combination round a Coffee Table, as ti 
Sharpers do round a Hazard Table, to 
trick honeſt Gentlemen into an Approba- |? 
tion of their Works, and bubble, them 0 
their Underſtandinas? oT 

And yet I have all along known, that no-| 
thing in the greater Poetry can grow im-. 
mediately popular without aCabal or Party 
] have a long time been convinced, tha 
the more ſublimely any thing, is writ in 
Poetry, and the nearer it comes to Perf. 
ction, the longer it will be before it grow 
popular, without ſuch a Cabal; becauſe the 
more ſublimely it is writ, and the nearer 
it comes to Perfection, the more it is rais d? 
above the Apprehenſions of the Vulgar m. 
And yet notwithſtanding this Do ps th 
1 have all along reſoly'd to have no Repu epu- th: 
tation, or to owe it to my Writings. ; Ge 

Thus, Sir, you ſee the Reaſons, why 
the Writings that make up theſe two Vo 
lumes, or at leaſt the greater Part of them, : 
had been in danger of being loſt,” it I had 


ot taken Pains during my Life- time tog = 
vorreet ; and publiſh 1 them together. There ; 
py | b 8 
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is one more Reaſon: remaining, and that is, 
the Malice of thoſe People whom the 
World calls Poets, whoſe Hatred I have 
been proud to incur, by ſpeaking bold and 
Ineceſlary Truths in the behalf of a noble 
Art, which they have miſerably abus'd by 
their vile Poems, and their more vile Cri- 
ticifms. And yet tis from theſe People 
that the fooliſh Readers of Poetry, which 

are nine Parts in ten, take their Opinions 
gof Poets and their Works, little believing, 
for once imagining, that theſe Perſons are 
Jof all Mankind the very worſt qualify'd 
to judge of their own Art; as having nei- 


which are requiſite for the judging: truly. 
For it will be found, generally ſpeaking, 
F=that Poets, Painters, and Muſicians, are 
| Xcapacitated leſs than other Men to judge 
of Poetry, Painting and Muſick. his, I 
gmuſt confeſs, may appear to ſome to be ſo 
bold a Paradox, that I ſhall endeavour to 
| 


make it out both by Reaſon and Authority, 
© itho' I know very well at the ſame time, 
that You can make no Doubt of it. The 

Generality of Poets, Painters and Muſici- 
ans, areſ ſuch by the meer Power of a warm 
Imagination. And tis very rarely that a 
ſtrong Imagination and a penetrating Judg- 
ment are found in the ſame Subject. We 
need go no further than Boileau to hear 
: that 


* 


Ader the Capacity, nor the Impartiality 
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that a celebrated Poet is often a contemp- 
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Tel excelle a Rimer qui Pest ſottement, 
Et tel veſt fait par ſes Vers diſtinguer par 
la ville, | ls. 
Qui jamais du Lucain n'a diſtingus Virgil: 
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As for what relates to Painters, I ſhall | 
content my ſelf with the Citation of a Re- 
mark from the ingenious and judicious | 
Author of the Obſervations upon Freſnoy's | 3 
Art of Painting, tranflated by Mr. Dryden. 
Tis the Fiftieth Remark, upon theſe Words | pt. 
of Mr: Dryden's Tranſlation, As being the, 
Sovereign Judge of his own Art. 4 

This Word, Sovereign Judge or Arbiter , 
of his own Art, pre-ſuppoſes a Painter 1 
be fully inſtructed in all the Parts of Paint. 
ing, /o that being ſet as it were above hi fe 
Art, he may be the Maſter and Sovereign 
of it, which is no eaſie Matter. Thoſe if KF 
that Profeſſion are ſo ſeldom endow'd with the 
that ſupream Capacity, that few of then 
arrive to be good Fudges of Painting: Au] fte 
T ſhould many times make more account of dhe 
their Judgment who are Men of Senſe, ani it 
yet have never touch'd a Pencil, than of tht 
Opinion which ts given by the greateſt part 
of Painters. All Painters therefore may 
be call'd Arbiters of their own Art, but + Y 


2 


* 3 
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Ie Souerrigu Arbiters belongs only to know- 
: hat is ſaid by this ingenious Gentle- 
man of Painters, is exactly true of Muſici- 
Jans. For which I have the Opinion of more 
than one Maſter among them; and as to 
She Truth of this Obſervation with relati- 
Jon to Poets, I have ſaid enough above. 
But as Poets are not capable, ſo neither 
Are they impartial Judges. I ſpeak of thoſe 
ho are only Rhimeſters. For a great 
* Maſter is for the moſt part as impartial as 
de is knowing; but for therreſft, the Readers 
bf Poetry would do well to conſider, that 
a Miſtreſs who is courted by a great ma- 
dy ap rm Rivals, ſhould ask any one 
pf them his Opinion of the reſt, tis ten! to 
pne that he would prefer him moſt, whom 
de eſteem'd leaſt, and whom he believ'd 
caſt capable of getting that Miſtreſs from 
Dim. IN 93 
Thus, Sir, have I acquainted you with 
the Motive which oblig d me to write the 
greater Part of theſe Treatiſes, and which 
afterwards engag'd me to publiſh them in 
he two Volumes, which you will receive 
pith this. I hope I ſhall not be thought 
troubleſome, if in a ſecond Letter I ſay 
ſomething in particular of the Pieces both 
In Verſe and Proſe. However theſe two 
4% Letters will at leaſt convince you of the 
9 good 
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good Opinion which I-have a long time en. 
tertain'd both of your Diſcernment aul, 
your Impartiality. ss. 
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* That all Swck-Fobbers are Slaves. 
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| FT Had fooner returned you my Thanks 
| | for the favour of your laſt, and the good 
Advice in it, if I had not entertain'd ſome 
Thoughts of waiting on you; which I had 
certainly done before now, if it had not been 
for the Reflection, that here of late you 
are ſcarce any where to be found but in 
*Exchange- Alley ; and hat good Chriſti- 
an would go to a Place where he is ſure to 
meet the Devil at every Turn that he takes 
there? not indeed with his Infernal Equi- 
page, his Brow-antlers, his Saucer Eyes, 
his long Tail, and bis cloven Feet: He 
wears nothing of all this in Zxchange-Alley, 
except ſometimes his Horns. But then 1 
© ſhould meet him at every Turn in more 
© irighrful and more provoking Appearances, 
P as now in the Shape of a Roguiſh leering 


0 Broker, 
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x, ruin 
hap e of 


2 yaung Lady who has loſt both the Mo. 
deſty and the natural Deſire of her Sex; 
and ſometimes I ſheuld ſee him in the ſame 
Shape in which he fell from Heav'n, thi 
is like a Star of the firſt magnitude ſhining 


in an «ure Sky. For that old Gentleman, | ] 


who underſtands his Intereſt better than z. 


Tempring, Lying, Deluding and Beftaying f 


I ſhew'd the Acclamation at the latter? 
end of your Letter to a Friend, Wo- 
was with me when it came. Vi ve la A 
pacifique! What, ſays he, does this come 

| def d to know what? 
made him ask that Queſtion. | Vou know. 
faid he, that there are two conſtant Hz 
zard Tables or Wheels of Fortune tha 
are eftabliſh'd by Authority in this wicked EF 
Town, not to mention a third, which is 


from a Sharper? 1 


ſometimes at Guila- Hall, but tranſitory and 


occafional ; that one of theſe two is in the 
neighbourhood of Mbite-Hall, eſtabliſh'd Þ* 
bythe Authority of the Court, and the other jT* 
near the Royal Exchange, eftabliſh'd by 2-1 
nother Authority, Now the Table in the! 
Neighbourhood of V bhite-Hall is a fair and Mc 


impartial one, at which only Men of Ho- 
LILIES * e nour 


1 
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Inour plays at leaſt they are Men of Ho- 
4 1 nour while they are ther E, whatever they 
may be when they are in other Places. But 
the Hazard Table near the Exchange is 
frequented by the greateſt Sharpers about 
his tricking Town. There are Bullies to 


„ 


7 
| 
1 
7 
1 
4 
» 
he 
* 
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be ſeen every Day in Crowds with their 
Boxes and their falſe Dice; ſometimes they 
make uſe of High Runners, ſometimes of 
Low Runners, and ſometimes of Doctors. 
and this their Sharping and their Cheat- 
ing is Chriſten'd forſooth their Being in 
ve Secret. So that Being in the Secret 

will ſhortly come to ſignifie ſomething more 
candalous even than open Infamy., 
Well but, ſaid I, even at that tricking 

Table, my Friend plays upon the Square, 
end is in no Secret. But then, ſaid he, let 
ne ask you another Queſtion, Is your 
Friend a Lover of his Country? That is 
„ ſtranger Queſtion chan the other, ſaid I. 
u Euvery one is a Lover of his Country, or 
t leaſt every one pretends to be ſo. But, 
i; replyed he, can any one who would beſo 
{| much as thought to love his Country ap- 
10 prove ſo heartily Of a Method, which if 
tis practiſed much longer will infallibly 
er ruin it? For beſides that Strangers run 
away with vaſt Sums of our Money, who 
ne came in at Seventy perhaps, and go out at 
Seven Hundred; is not our Trade by this 
Stock- Jobbing brought to a narrower Logs 
= - pals 
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paſs? They who ate ruin'd by it ate un 
able to carry on their Commerce; and they i 
who have gain d vaſt Sums by it, have been 
apt to think themſelves above their Pro. 
feſſions, and laugh at the getting ten 1 
twenty per Cent. by a long Voyage, when 
in Exchange-Alley they can propoſe to 
gain fifty per Ceut. in a Morning. Nowa 
our Trade decreaſes, continued he, out 
Seamen muſt decreaſe proportionably, ſo | 3 
that at laſt perhaps it will be impoſſible upon 
an exigence to Man our Royal Navy: And 
then we may happen to become a Prey to 
the fitſt Invader. So that this Lover f 
his Country is heartily approving ,of 2 
Method, which may one Day bring this 
Iſland tobe a conquered Province, and bis 
own Poſterity to be wretched Slaves. As 
ſoon as I perceived that he paus'dz.l: told 
him that this would have been more @ pro. 
pos, if he had ſpoke it before the late Act of 
Parliament for the putting down of the Bub- 
bles. But he anſwer'd they being put down 
bythe Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, for this 
very Reaſon, leaſt any Prejudice ſhould WD! 
acrue to Trade from them, and Ram's and 
Onſlow's Bubbles being eftabliſh'd by the 
ſame Wiſdom, have not the Legiſlature p. 
plainly declared, that Trade could receive 
no Damage from them; and that we may ſe 
deliver to the Winds our fears of Conqueli ÞW - 
and of Slavery? Ought not every one 10 
g Ac- 
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ecquieſoe in what they have done, and can 
any one be extravagant enough to believe, 
that they would eſtabliſh two Bubbles againſt „ 
the Publick Good, only for the fake of a 1 
. | ittle tranſitory 5 Pelf, which is to come in- | 1 
0 particular Hands? Very good, ſaid 9 
Iny Friend but are not thoſe Gentle- bi. 

nen who conſtantly. frequent Exchange- 1 
Ali actually Slaves already, as errant, as 9 1 
Wile, as miſerable Slaves as thoſe who rowe in 10 
Ine Galleys? Say'ſt thou ſo, my dear Friend? il. 
id I: do but make that out, and thou ſhalt 

Jo me be Apollo and all the Muſes. But 
his is a new Paradox. Not ſo new neither, 
aid he. The whole Sect of the Stoicks 
Egnbraced it. The Stoicks, I told him, 


ere fantaſtical People. In ſome things 
e allow'd they were ſo; but that, for the 
d voſt part, their Morality was more ſound 


„an that of any other Sect among 1 
of {he Heathens. Horace, who was of no 1 
b- We, but who took from each of chem \ | 
hat he thought was juſt and ſolid, (and q 
iis BY the way he wanted no Judgment, no 4 
1d FPilcernment- that could enable him to | 11 ji 
nd Rake a right Choice,) made this Opinion i 
he is Own, as you may ſee by the Sixteenth +] 
ure Npiſtle of his Firſt Book. FOE! 1 
Ve a HTML i 1181 x if) | | {8 
na Ni melior Servo, qui Liberior fit' A. 1 
zent eee eee e 551 02 5991s 1 
H | Non ; 
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But my dear Friend, ſaid I, the Autho.* 
rity of a Roman Poet will hardly bring the 
Gentlemen in Exchange-Alley off fron 
their Stock-Jobbing. This is an Author: 
ty, he reply'd, which carries Reaſon aloꝶ i 
with it, For thus he argues. The Cor; 
tous Man deſires; he who deſires, of con 
ſequence fears; but he who lives in conti 
nual Fear, muſt, in my Opinion, be alu 
an errant Slave. But, continued he, I wil 
add my own Reaſons to thoſe of Hora: 
There are two ſorts of Liberties, ſaid he 
a Civil and a Philoſophical Liberty. WHA 
we call Civil Liberty gives us the com 
mand of our own Actions: What we cal 
Philoſophical Liberty gives us the con 
mand of our own Thoughts. Now nM 
| ther the Galley-ſlave nor the Stock-JobW 
be can be ſaid to enjoy Civil Liberty, thi 
| is, neither the one nor the other has the fre: 
| dom of his own Actions: For a Galle 
Slave muſt Row, and a Stock-Jobber mul 
Scock-Jobb. And it ſignifies nothing to ti 
1 purpoſe, that the one, upon his Retuſal d 
| upon his Neglect, is corrected. by a Cat d 
| Nine-tayls, and the other by the Sting 
of his own baſe Paſſion, ſince they are bol 
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qually under Compulſion and the Stock- 
Jobber, though never ſo wealthy, is as much 
© raid of miſting the Hours of Jonathan's 
r of Garroway's, as the poor Galley-ſlave 
Jof being wanting to his turn at the Oar. 
6 But now to come to Philoſo hical Liber- 
, in that the Galley-flave has infinitely 
Ine Advantage of the Stock- Jobber. For 
While the former is chain'd to his Oar, 
is Thoughts may be as free as the Air, 
is Thoughts may wander o'er the Uni- 
Ferſe, may wander through Eternity, and 
While his Body is in the utmoſt Agitation, 
is Mind may be calm and compos'd. But 
e Stock-Jobber's Thoughts are more con- 
In'd than the other's Body, confin'd to 
Dirt, and the ſordid means of accumula- 
ing it, and his Mind is often plagu'd by 
he moſt tormentiug Paſſions. The poor 
ESalley-{lave may be a virtuous and an ex- 
ellent Man, but the wealthy Stock-Job- 


Wigate Sinners. 


Wo Perdidit arma, locum virtutis deſeruit, 


1 : 
8 Semper in augenda feſtinat & obrui- 
F Ep. 16. Lib. 1. 


That is, he who has his Thoughts in- 
ent upon the Means of heaping up Mo- 
ey, has thrown away his Buckler, has de- 
i H 2 - ſerted 


ſer muſt always be in che number of pro- 
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beaten out of it, by his baſe: Paſſions and 
by his abject Vices, by his Fraud, his D.. 
ſire, his Hope, his Fear and his Rage. Tra 
Galley-ſlave may have it firmly in his Min 

and in his Will to do all the Duties of h 
beſt of Men; to be a faithful Lover i 
his Country and to ſerve it to the -utmdif 


good Son, a good Huzdend, a good Bro. 


LETT ERS 


ſerted his Poſt, the noble Poſt of: f-Viruſl 4 
where his General placed him, and which 

it was his Duty to maintain at the E 4 
of Life it ſelf. He has loſt it, he. 


of his power; to be a good Father, 


ther, he may be dear to all his Friends af 
Relations, and have the heartieſt kindel 
Wiſhes of all. But as the miſerable StockWi 
Jobber cares only for. himſelf, he is dei 
to himfelf alone, and contemptible i 
hateful to all beſides; and one may ſay vm 
him, in the Words of Wee I 


Non 4x07 Kalb te vult, non fil 
omnes I 
Vicini oderunt, noti, pueri, atque puell ; 
Miraris, . tu an gente 21 omnia 7 
3 
Hi nemo præſtet, quem non merearis, i 
morem 2 


For a true Stock-Jobber will ſacrifo 
Wife, Father, Child, Brother, and his Coun 


try it ſelf, for Gain. He who eri 
51 F ti 
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Ine latter will factifice the reſt. And 
Dave we not a thouſand Inſtances every 
Way that a Stock-Jobber will ſacrifice his 
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But dere is {till another thing in which 
Ine Galley-ſlave has by much the Advan- 
age of the Stock- Jobber. The former is 
redeemable Slave, but the latter is in 
Whains for his Life. Fortune or Time 
ay releaſe the Slaves who are at Algier 
r Tripoli, but Fortune and Time are both 
She Stock- Jobbers Foes. Length of Days 
Will certainly augment his Avarice and 
ake his Captivity ruder. And the more 
Wealth there ſhall chance to flow in upon 
im, the more will he deſire, the leſs will 
He enjoy, and ſtill the more abject a Slave 
rill he be to the bafe Luſt of Gold. Bur, 
ny dear Friend, ſaid I, who had heard 
him hitherto with Patience; Thou certain- 
ly believ'ſt that thou art in a Pulpit, for it is 
«Where that, right or wrong, a Man has the Pri- 

Piledge of talking for an Hour without be- 
lit Ing interrupted. Sir, ſaid he, I ſtand cor- 
pected, but I did not deſerve this Remon- 
ſtrance only for complying with your own 
„MVeſire. You know very well that 'tis not 
my cuſtom to talk all, and that I have 
more than once ſuffered you to Preach in 
if our turn. No Man, he continued; has a 


ou orſe Opinion than I have of an eternal 
fich Talker. That which makes him ſo inſuf- 
th H 3 ferable, 


— . — — — 
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D227 ———— —— — —— — 


102. Lire 


ferable, is, that tho' he is for the moſt part: I 
very empty Coxcomb, yet he implicitely | 


declares that, into what Company ſoever 


ſometimes an errant Wag, with a very grave 


_— 


Countenance, I am perhaps very much n 
the wrong to take what you ſay ſeriouſl;,Þ* 
] leave you to ruminate on what I hav 
told you, and ſhall expect to know yo 
Opinion of it the next time I ſee you. 8 


* - 


— 


we parted. But before I give him my 0. 
pinion I defire to know yours, 


White-Hall, June 


22, 1720, 
Tam, SIR, 
Tagr &c, 


7 
| | | ; 
; oo! 


he lights, he alone has more Underſtand. 
ing than all the reſt of the Company to. 
gether ; that Nature has qualified him to 
preſcribe to others, and that God W 
made him created him perpetual DiRator, 
But as I know you, continued he, to be- 


A 


h 
d 
a 
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F'» Nen | n 15 
Nr RICHARD STEELE, 


P atentee of the Theatre in Drury-Lane. 


SIR, n. | 
'HO” at the time of writing this, I 
am almoſt overwhelm'd both with 
Wickneſs and Grief, yet I cannot forbear 
Waking a juſt Complaint to you for your 
Peing the Occaſion: of both theſe, either 
y actually breaking your Word with me, 


cv —— v=3 49 © 


>> 2 


yr being perfectly paſſive while your Ma- 


*DFagers broke it; which, if it has not reduc'd 
he to immediate Neceſſity, yet has brought 
Pe within the Danger of it, and conſe- 

guently within the Apprehenſion of it, which 

P as grievous almoſt as the Thing, And 

„hat this Complaint is but too juſtly ground- 

d, you your ſelf will acknowledge, when 

| have laid my Caſe before you, which J 
mall do in as few Words as I can. 

lt was upon the 27th of February, 1714, 

hat I receiv'd a Letter from Mr. Booth by 


10 Jour Direction, and the Direction of the 
Managers under you, deſiring me to dine 


4 "By 


| 
x 
8 
_ 
0 
[ 
4 


ctator and Reader to be ſo truly the genu- 


14;5¹;³d )'LfITT IRS [＋U˙ĩd 
at your Houſe on the 28th, and after Din. 
ner to read the Tragedy of Coriolanns to 
ou, which I had alter'd from Shake/pear, 
ou cannot but remember, Sir, that upon 
reading it, the Play with the Alteration; 
was approv'd of, nay and warmly approv'd 
of, by your ſelf, Mr. Cibber, and Mr. Booth 
the other Manager was not there) and that 
eſolutions were taken for the acting it in 
the beginning of this Winter. Now I ap- 
eal to your ſelf, if any Dramatick Per. 
ormance could be more ſeaſonable in the 
beginning of a Winter, when we were Fi 
threatned with an Invaſion from Sweden on 
the North, and from Spain on the Well FX 
than a Tragedy whoſe Moral is thus e- 
preſt in the laſt Lines of the Play. I 


——T hey who thro' Ambition or Revenge, 
Or impious Intereſt join with Foreign Foe, 
T oppreſs or to deſtroy their native Country, 
Shall find, 1ike Conolanus, ſoon or late 
1 their perfidious Foreign Friends their 

ate. EY 


I am ſure, Sir, I need not tell one f? 
your Underſtanding, that this Mora! is {oF 
apparently the Foundation of the Drama IF 
tick Action, and muſt appear to every Spe- 


ine Reſult of it, that if I had not ſaid one {i 
Word of it, every Reader and ne | 
WO K 
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would have been able to have ſuggeſted 
Jo much to himſ elf. 
Well, Sir! when the Winter came on, 
hat was done by your Dep 
Mead of keeping their Word with me, they 
Spent above two Months of the Seaſon in 
etting up All for Love, or the World well 

, a Play which has indeed a noble firſt 
act, an Act which ends with a Scene be- 
F&oming of the Dignity of the Tragick Stage. 
Hut if Horace had been now alive, and been 
ither a Reader or SpeRator of that En- 
Rertainment, he would have paſſed his old 


uties? Why, in- 


Sentence upon the Author. 


| Infelix operis ſummd quia ponere totum 
9 5 Ne ſc iet. 8 | . 3 


For was ever any thing ſo pernicious, ſo 
„ Immoral, ſo criminal, as the Deſign of that 
„Play? I have mention'd the Title of it, give 
De leave to ſet before you the two laſt 
© ines: a TS 


Aud Fame to laf? Poſterity ſhall tell, 
No Lovers liv'd ſo great, or dyd /o well. 


+ {And this Encomium of the Conduct and 
c- he Death of Anthony and Cleopatra, a Con- 
u- Auct fo immoral, and a Self- murder ſo cri- 
ne minal, is, to give it more Force, put into 
i Mouth of the High-Prieſt of I; tho 


that 
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that Prieſt could not but know, that what 


- 


he thus commended, would cauſe: immedi. 
ately the utter Deſtruction of his Country, 
and make it become a Conquer d and 


By 
_s 
7 
1 
3 
5 
1 
"> 
— 


* 
* 
Pp 
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Roman Province. Certainly never could 
the Deſign of an Author ſquare more ex. 
actly with the Deſign of I hite Hall, at te 
time when it was written, which was b) 


debauching the People abſolutely to en. þ 


ſlave them. 


. = 


For, pray Sir, what do the Title and the 
two laſt. Lines of this Play amount to in 


lain Engliſh Why to this, that if u 


erſon of Quality or other ſhall turn aw J 


his Wife, his young, affectionate, virtuous Þ* 


charming Wife (for all theſe Octavia wa 


to take to his Bed a looſe abandon'd Pro- 


{titute, and ſhall in her Arms exhauſt hi | 4 


Patrimony, deſtroy his Health, emaſculat:Þ | 


his Mind, and loſe his Reputation and al 


his Friends, why all this is well and great 


done, his Ruine is his Commendation. An 
if afterwards in Deſpair, he either hangs d 
drowns himſelf, or goes out of the Word 
like a Rat, with a Doſe of Arſenick or Sub- 
limate, why 'tis a great and an enyied Fate, 


he dies nobly and heroically. It is, Sit 


with extream Reluctance that I have fail 


all this. For I would not be thought to 
affront the Memory of Mr. Dryden, i 


whoſe extraordinary Qualities no Man ha! 


2 greater Veneration than my ſelf. But 


- * * * 8 FY 
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1 

hat all Conſiderations ought to give Place 
Jo the Publick Good, is a Truth of which 
„ou, of all Men, Iamſure, can never doubt. 
And can you believe then, after having 
| Secommended: Virtue and Publick Spirit 
"For ſo many Years to the World, that you 
ran give your Subalterns Authority to 
Preach up Adultery to a "Town, which 
lands ſo little in need of their Doctrine? 
Is not the Chaſtity of the Marriage Bed one 
e f the chief Incendiaries of Publick Spirit, 
nd the Frequency of Adulteries one of the 
! Fthief Extinguiſhers of it; according to 
hat of Horace 


= 


15 

Fecunda culpæ ſecula, nuptias 

0 Primum inquinavere, Genus, & Domos, 
BS Hoc Fonte deri vata clades 0 
1 In patriam populumque fluxit. 

I ror when Adultery's become fo frequent, 
na eſpecially among Perſons of Condition, up- 


on whoſe Sentiments all Publick Spirit 
nas chiefly depends, that a great many Huſ- 
ub · ¶ bands begin to believe, or perhaps but to ſuſ- 
ue, pect, that they who are called their Chil- 
Sin dren are not their own; I appeal to you, 
Sir, if that Belief or that Suſpicion muſt 
not exceedingly cool their Zeal for the Wel- 
fare of thoſe Children, and conſequently 
for the Welfare of Poſterity. 

As had infinitely the Advantage of Ali 
i for 
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for eri in the Moral of l 1 tua 

it by Conſequence in the whole Tragedy; lf 1 
for the Coriolanuc, as I have alter'd it, ha- 1 3 
ving a juſt Moral, and by "Conſequence at 
the Bottom à general and allegorical Acti. 3 
on, and uni verſal and allegorical CharaRers, 
and for that very reaſon a Fable, is 3 1 
fore a true Tragedy, if it be not a juſt and 
regular one; but tis as juſt and as regular BY: 
as I could make it, upon ſo irregular 3 
Plan as Shakeſpear's: Whereas Ali for Lou. 
having no Moral, and conſequently no ge. 
neral and allegorical Action, nor general | 
and allegorical Characters, can for that Res.. 
ſon have no Fable, and therefore can beno 
Tragedy. Tis indeed only a+ particula 
Account of what happen'd formerly to A. 
thony and Cleopatra, and'a mot permeioul 1 
Amuſement. 1 
And as Ihad the Advantage in the Mert 
of Coriolanus, | had it likewiſe in the Worlds 
Opinion of the Merit and Reputation 
Shale ſpear in Tragedy above that of Me 
Dryden. For let Mr. Dryden's Genius for 
Tragedy be what it will, he has more than 
once publickly own'd, that it was much in- 
ferior to Shakeſpear's, and particularly in 


thoſe two remarkable Lines in his Prologu 1 
to W | | 


And N he hears his Godlike Ronan ragt. ; 

He i in a juſt Deſpair would quit the * * 
| n 

« 


wy 
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1 ; | x 

eketpear, #hyG5/7, 7 place before my Sight ; 
tub Awe, 1 45k bis Bleſſing ere 1 write ; 
ii 'Reverence look on his 'majeſtick Face, 
„Mroul to be leſs, but of his Godlike Race. 


TA: 1 the ſame, Mr. Dryden has more than 
once declar'd to me, that there was ſome- 


I 

, 
1 | ; | e 
hing in this very Tragedy of Corolanus 
Is it was writ. by Shateſpear, that is truly 
„ reat and truly Roman; and I more than 


nce anſwer'd him, that it had always been 
ry own Opinion. Now I appeal to you 
ud your Managers, if it has loſt any thing 
11 nder my Hands. 54 Ut 
But what is more conſiderable than all 
this, your Deputy Lieutenants for the Stage 
have ten times the Opinion of the Advan- 
tage which Shake/ſpear has over Mr. Dry- 
en in Tragedy, than either I or the reſt of 
i the World have. Ever ſince I was capa- 
ble of reading Shake/pear, I have always had 
and have always expreſt that Veneration for 
him, which is juſtly his due; of which I believe 
no one can doubt, who has read the Eſſay 
which I publiſh'd ſome Years ago upon his 
Genius and Writings. But what they ex- 
Ipreſs upon all Occaſions, is not Eſteem, is 
not Admiration, but flat Idolatry. 
And laſtly, I had the Advantage of the 
very Opinion which thoſe People 1 of 
: their 


5 "=. 
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their own Intereſt in the Caſe. They kney 
very well that it was but twelve Yeats ſinc: 


7 


All for Love had been acted. And tbey 
were likewiſe ſatisfied, that from its: fir 
Run, as they call, to the beginning of thi; 
laſt Winter, it had never brought four Au 
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diences together. At the ſame time then 
was no Occaſion to tell them, that the CR 


riolauus of Shakeſpear had not been acte 


in twenty Vears, and that when it war 3 


brought upon the Stage twenty Years + 


go, it was ated twenty Nights together. 


And now, Sir, I ſhall be oblig'd to you, 4 


if you will acquaint me, for what might 


and unknown Reaſon, the Coriolauus, no- 
withitanding yours and their warm Approb: ji 
tion of it, notwithſtanding your Words {0-1 


lemnly given to act it, as ſoon as ĩt could come 
niently be brought upon the Stage this Win 
ter, notwithſtanding the Merit of the Playin 


ſelf, Iſpeak of Shakeſpear's part of it, no. 4 


withitanding the World's and their own 0-1 


pinion of the ſuperior Merit of ST 


to Mr. Dryden in Tragedy; and their ver) 
Opinion of their own Intereſt in the Cale 


nay notwithſtanding the exact Seaſonable 
neſs of the Moral for the Service of King 
George and of Great Britain, which abov 
all things ought to have been conſider'd bye 


thoſe who call themſelves the King's ver- 
vants, and who act under his Authority: | 
ſay, Sir, 1 ſhould be extremely oblig'd to 


vou 
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ou, if you would tell me what powerful 
Reaſon could ſo far prevail over all thoſe 
bave mention'd, as to engage them to 
Poſtpone the Coriolanus, not only for All 
r Love, but likewiſe for that lamentable 
FT ragick Farce Cægar Borgia, from which 
o Body expected any thing but themſelves ; 
Ind a Comedy after it call'd he Ma/que- 
ade, from which they themſelves declar'd 
hey expected nothing. 


arch 26. 1719. r 1 am, &c. 


Py 2 12 N 
n 
2 — 


% 


* 70 *E 
(Ws 


Em” _ ” = 


#+ 4 
4 
15 
Th 
4 
4 
V5 
T 
170 
2 
i 


* 2 
* — — 
— < F m— 
— 8 ( Ro * 


— "_— 
— 


— — „ 


— — 


EIn e Lr TRS W . + 


? * 1 fg = : " * 2 * 
3 0s eee dae eee 
: 4 . C , þ FT 


- ” 2 > $ 4 m9 4 NO” NS” 4 — - — 
— 9 _ * 97 8 
b ITY NO LIFO 2 BEG deen 
C4 4 $ , 


5% * A a4 # , : ; 
| * 7 4 F „ 8 5 1 l 
D e it d inen 0 YO ne et 1 
f 14 a > 6 em) k 2 2 , ; 
; * 8 * CY £© ' 8 
Ut 301 6 60 1% 23138: FC. 1." 411017 BN! 
nf VE SARS HET spende 21 
sann Rp 97761 Da 21 817-8 W471: eee 
3 a aa py | 4 WW 
9 <> I N 3 * f I 7 "i *£ 90501 "353. D. $ 2 y Ji A | 
4 * < * * 
Afr. PENKRTH MANN 
| y - 0 Py * "> 1 YT: « *7 d, ö 
* 9 : A 5 12 * : 2 - VA | 
$3433 KL 4 .- | 


—Y 


7 


mond before now, if it had not been fu 


1 Had certainly call'd upoiithee at Rd 
the Eaſterly Winds, which made te 


eoming by Water impracticable to one u-] 


is indiſpos'd, by reaſon of the cold attending 
them. But thou haſt no reaſon to be con- 
cern'd at my Delay. For this is no tine 
to write waggiſn Letters to his Grace. u 
the mean while I have thought of a Proje 
for thee, which will certainly do thy Bul- 
neſs. Thou ſhalt e'en turn Author, and 
write a Play. Thou wilt tell me perhapif 
that thou art not qualified. For that ver 
Reaſon thou ſhalt write one, becauſe fa 
that very Reaſon thou wilt certainly ſuc 
ceed. But perhaps thou wilt tell me that 
thou ſhalt write a very damn'd Play indeed 
A ſtronger Reaſon ſtill for thy Writing. Fo! 
the more damnable thy Play happens to " 
the 
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the greater and more flaming will thy Suc- 
| ft s And fo, like a modern Author, 
xr a modern Female Beggar, thou ſhalt 
Tupply thy own infinite Wants, by the in- 


- 
* 


Wnite Wants of thy, bang, But why 


rt thou not qualified, Friend Pzx4y? There 
Ire now-a-days but three Qualifications re- 
Huiſite for the ſucceeding upon the Stage. 
ẽhe flrſt ig the want of that ſame. For 
ou know'ſt the Belly is Ingenii largitor. 
ye ſecond Qualification is, that as modern 
Friticks when they come to a new Play 
e never without a Cat-call, a modern Poet 
Sho writes ſuch a Play ſhould never be 
EF ithout a Fool-call. He muſt have the knack 
F jugging Fools into a Pit, as a Countr 
quire does Partridges into a Trammell. 
he third Qualification, and which is ne- 
llary for the inforcing the other two, is 
hat they call a Stock, a very great Stock; 
dt a Stock of Silver, nor yet of Gold, but 
a Metal more powerful than either, and 
Faich commands them both. Now upon 


e Foot of theſe three Qualifications, who 
ie Devil is half ſo well qualified for the 
e Writing a Comedy as thou art? Is it Pro- 


Sor 7ohn Little-wit, or Scribble Daſh the 
ue Uns of Chancery Bard? Or the Czar's old 
oldier? Friend Pinky, thou art never mo- 
It but in the wrong Place. Why 
F ne of theſe are worthy to carry thy 
 D*Wloak after thee, and hardly worthy to 
ti I carry 


* _— - - 5 . 
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carry thy Friend Tom . For when 
as thou art a living breaching Come.“ 
dy, they are a leaſh of dull Devils who an 
Tragedy all over, Their very Jeſts ar 
deep Tragedy. They never endeayour u 
make us laugh but they move Terror and, 
Compaſſion. Their very Offer at a je 
moves Terror, and tis no ſooner out, bu 
it moves Compaſſion. But as for the 
thou haſt nothing to do but to write a Ion 
att for thy ſelf, and then, if thou haſt 1 
eſt in thy Chit Chat, thou wilt have a per 
petual den thy Perſon, and that will d 
thy Buſineſs. 


I am, 


March 14. 1715 25 
7 4 | Thy very Humbl: 
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FS Southwick, E/q; ſent to him 
h Mr. BooTn, when the 
FS Players went laſt down to act 
a hir Houſe, 


take this Occaſion of Mr. Booth's going 
down to Sourhwick to acquaint you, 
at I have been ſeveral times to wait on you 
his Summer in Bloomebury, with four Acts of 
Hpius and Virginia, in Obedience to a Sum- 
Dons which Ireceiv'd from you by Colonel 
3— And Iwould take this Opportuni- 
to wait on you at Jourhwzick inſtead of 
priting to you, it ſome Buſineſs of Conſe- 
uence did not abſolutely oblige me to be 
. the Town. But as ſoon as ever I 
ave finiſh'd this Tragedy, Appius ſhall wait 


pon you in my ſtead. You, Sir, have 
een always one of thoſe whom I have 
een proud to pleaſe. But it would give 
pea very particular Satisfaction, to find 
is Tragedy, which was written in the 
| 12 Cauſe 


T. 


RICHARD NORTON of 
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Cauſe of Liberty, agreeable to one who 
has always ſhewn himſelf ſo good a Patriot 
and ſo great a Judge. I make no doubt, Sir, 
but that you do me the Juſtice to believe, 
that tho' Fortune denies me the Happineſs ? 
of going down to Southwick, my Heart and} 
Soul will be there. If we had not a more 
than common Eſteem and Reſpect for you} IF: 
we ſhould certainly envy you, for drawing! 
down into the Country the nobleſt Diver 
ſion of the Town. Nature has'combin'lF 
withFortune to make you compleatly happy 
You have it in your Power, and you have iti 
your Will, to ſet before your Eyes, ev'n in ie? 
midſt of Solitude, the moſt agreeable Con 
verſation both of the Court and Tous 
and to join the reaſonable Delights of the. 
with the Sweets of your own charming Re 
tirement. Thusyou enjoy the Town in you 
Abſence from it, free from the Plague? 
that allay the Delights of it here. And thok 
Fools and Knaves, that are always in ov 
way to perplex us, and diſturb us here, 29 
pear at Sourhwick only to give you jo 
hile the Calamities of Courts, and ti 
Follies and Villainies of great Towns ſe 
before you, recommend the Security, t, 
Charms and the Innocence of ſo ſweet We 
ak) oa the more to you. While moſt of? 
the People of great Quality, and of gre 
Eſtates, entertain their Neighbours anf 
their Acquaintance either with wnprot 
abe 
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able empty Amuſements, or with pernici- 
"X ous Diverſions, which drown their Un- 
X gerſtandings and debaſe their Souls; you 
Apleaſe them with the noble Delights of 
Reaſon, ſuch as, rightly made uſe of, will 
enlarge their Underſtandings, direct their 
Wills, and exalt their Minds. Good God! 
How muſt they bluſh Who ſpend great E- 
Iſtates, or at leaſt the Incomes of them, in 


| Rurning Men into Beaſts; while you with 
all the Oeconomy of Conduct have the Sa- 
I Itisfaction of improving Beaſts into Men! As 


Fall Men who are capable of thinking right, 
| Wpprove'the Judgment of your Choice, ſo 
we who are paſſionate Friends to the Stage 
u Fehink it our Duty to return you Thanks 
for the timing it. For at the very time 
| that ſeveral Perſons, of the greateſt Qua- 
mh Wity and the greateſt Intereſt, have been en- 
1 deavouring to baniſh the Drama from this 
e $1iown and Iſland, and to introduce inſtead 
gu of it an effeminate Muſick to emaſculate the 
Minds of Men, to metamorphoſe the Bri- 
or % Nation, and with Songs like thoſe of the 
Syrens to change our very Kinds; you have 
generouſly made Choice of that very 
Time, to appear the great Encourager of 
the Dramatick Muſes, and to afford them 
a Refuge, and a Retreat ſo charming, that 
while they are at Southwick they may not 
Jregret Parnaſſus. vo generous a Pro— 
N 3 ceeding 
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ceeding has oblig'd all the hearty Friend 
to the Stage, and has added one more, 
ſenſible Obligation to thoſe which you 

have been formerly pleas d to confer] . 


upon, ; 


SI X, 


Zour moſt Humble and 


London, 
Aug. 10. 1708. 


moſt Obedient Servant, 


JOHN DENNISþY 


— ˖˙ — 4 RVHWE 


To the Right Honourable the 


8 


oucerning the Propoſal for the Securit 


[aprov'd o 
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Earl of Gop oe nn, Lord 
High Treaſurer of GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


* 


of Commerce. 


My Lo K Dy 


Have here the Honour to ſend Your 
$1 Lordſhip the Abſtract of that Propoſal, 
which I laid before you about the middle 
of the laſt | | 
not think fit to remind Your Lordſhip. of 


i 


Seſſions of Parliament. I did 


it before, becauſe tho' you might have ap- 
| f it, it was then too late for the 
Parliament to go through it, and beſides I 


had ſome Apprehenſion that that Parlia- 


ment would not enter into it, 


My Lord, at preſent I humbly conceive, 


with all imaginable Submiſſion to yqur 
& Lordſhip's Judgment, that the bringing this 
© Propoſal to Practice would be highly con- 
venient, and perhaps neceſſary; abſolute- 
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ly neceſſary, if the War is like to be cf. 
any long continuance, and highly conveni. 
ent though it ſhould be like to have a ſpec. 
dy end: Becauſe in this laſt Caſe, I hum.! 
bly conceive that we ſhould have a bettet 
and more ſolid Peace than we ſhould have 
without it. For nothing, with Submiſſion} 2 
to your Lordſhip's. Judgment, would mot! 
alarm the French than the reducing th. 
Propoſal to Practice. For ſince they har? 
but two ways of ſucceeding in their Deſigu 
againſt theſe Nations, which are the Dividin; 
us at Home, and the ruiningour Commerce 
Abroad; they would loſe the very Hope «| 
Succeſs, if they ſhould ſee themſelves p 
vented in both, to which the bringing tut 
Propoſal to Practice would contribute.noti1 
little. have been told by ſo many underſta- 
ding People, that the general Inſurance 
which is a part of this Propoſal, would bring 
inſuch conſiderable Sumsinto the Exchequn 
as would make it equivalent to almoſt ai 
other Tax, that I can hardly doubt of i 
My Lord, I humbly conceive that ir woullÞF? 
have ſome Advantagesaboveall other Taxes 
For as far as I am able to make a Judgment 
upon a four Years ſcrutiny, tis a Tax thi 
is very much deſir'd even after fo long 
War, and which is remarkable, it is mol 
earneſtly deſir'd by thoſe who are to py 
the Money, becauſe by this Tax ſomething 
would be done for them preferably to 5 bf 
: reli 
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ve reſt of the People, which cannot be 


aid of ny other Tax; and whereas per- 
„ Haps by all other Taxes both Trade and 


. | She ordinary conſtant Revenue are conſi- 
| Werably diminiſh'd, they would not only 
ebe both improv'd and augmented by this, 
1} Sut the national Stock encreas'd, and the 


Svhole Confederacy {trengthned and bound 
u Sndiffolubly. I ſhall have the Honour of 
| Avaiting on your | Lordſhip ſuddenly to 
u Know your Pleaſure in this Affair. If your 

Lordſhip encourages me to lay this Pro- 
Poſal before the Houſe of Commons, I 
hall prepare an Appendix, by which I be- 


e Mieve I can ſatisfie that Honourable Houſe, 
i Mhat the Advantages mention'd both in the 
[4 


| bare at large, and in the Abſtract, will 
really accrue to us from putting that De- 
Sign in Practice. F 


1 
r ; 
In > 4:7 TI am, 


ua June 10. 1706. My Lorp, 
. \ Tour Lordſhip's,&c. 
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GEORGE SEW ELI 
On the Preface to a Comedy calld ii 
M aSQUERADE 


Haye lately read over the Preface to: 
certain comical Rhapſody, with an odd 
mixture of Laughter and Indignation,, upon 
which I ſhall here ſend you ſome Remark 
that were made in a curſory manner. He 
pretends to turn your own Canon upon you, 
but he has done it to ſo fine a purpoſe that 


it has recoil'd with violence upon himſel; |" 


and quice demoliſh'd the paltry W,orks he 
has rais'd. For what confounded Sot wil 
read any thing of an Author who is caps 
ble of writing ſuch a Preface? Mr. Dry 
den tells us in his Preface to the Medal, that 
upon his writing Abſalom and Achitopbel 
he met with juſt ſuch Adverfaries. What 
Reflections he makes upon that notable 
way of proceeding, you will find in the 

| foreſaid 


oreſaid Preface. But to return to that 
f ou Author. 
Nie bas very little Inclination, he ſays, to 
"Svrite Prefaces; becauſe, I ſuppoſe, tis not ſo 
Faſie to {teal Prefaces as Plays. However, 
Is difficult as tis, he has brought it about. 
ie has boldlyſeiz d upon yours, and boaſts 
pf it as Plunder inſtead of Theft. 
le neither commends nor defends the 
Play; which would be to waſte his Breath, 
Sn commending Shir) and Taverner: But 
he ſpends his borrow'd Preface in com- 
ending the Actors, who vouchſaf'd to be 
the Receivers and Venders of his ſtolen 
Goods. His Maſquerade, he ſays, owes 


— 
* 
4 
: 


all his Succeſs to them. And here the Pa- 
| © Þegyrick which others beſtow upon ſome 
one ſubſtantial Patron, he is for retailing 
. mong a Company of Actors, which he di- 


ſtributes among them at ſo ſurpriſing a rate, 
What not a Mortal of them can pretend to 
any Share of it. For firſt, the Succeſs of 
= Play is owing to the juſt Performance 
got the Players in general; then 'tis parti- 


* 


cularly owing to the Grace, which, with 
her uſual Excellence, Mrs. Oldſield gave to 
her Part. Indeed no one who has had the 
{Happineſs to know Mrs. Oldfield, can in 
the leaft doubt of her being qualified when- 
ever ſne pleaſes to give extraordinary Plea- 
hel ſure by her Parts. But now to ſhew that 
10 Fools as well as Children are for Boys Play, 


this 
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the Commendation which he ſo; very gef 


to Arbitrary: Power, pretends to make 


For when he tells Mr. Nobert Wilks, thi 


him, and in the ſame Breath tells the who; 


but laugh in Maſter Nobert's Face, and ili 


Play is entirely due to Mr. Robert Wil 
he does not flatter at all. For I have head 


this Perſon the very next Moment reſume 


nerouſly granted to the Company in gene] 
ral, and ſo very juſtly to Mrs. Olafteld n 
particular; and to ſhew his old Inclinatia 


freſh Grant of it for the ſole uſe of Maſte 
Robert Wilks. The Succeſs of this Con. 
dy, ſays he, ig owing entirely to: Maſini 
Robert, Well! I have. read many a ;grokff 
fulſome, flattering Fool, but I never ref 
any one before, Who was Fool enough vt 
own, that he flatter'd groſsly-and-fulſomi 


the Succeſs of the Play is entirely. due Mt 
Company tis due to them, and in the {an 


Breath tells Mrs. Oldeld that tis ver: 
particularly due to her; what does he vii 


him, that he takes him for the erranteſt hi 
by that ever was bit at Bob- cherry. bu 
now to ſhew that this Fellow is more Fog 
than Knave, and that he does not flatter of 
this Occaſion ſo much as he thinks he doe 
and owns that he does, I will 'venture i 
bring him off a little; nay 1 will venture 
ſhew, that when he ſays the Succeſs of . 


a grave Bird ſing, that if it had not bee 
for him alone, the Maſquerade had by 
. bes 
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en acted, the reſt of the Managers having 

De laſt Contempt for it. Some of the 

Papers told a Gentleman of my Acquain- 8 
Ince, that the Cauſe of this Author's being Wl. 
Haſter Robert's Favourite, is, becauſe he W 
Des carry bimſelf like a true Poet to him, 
o' not to the reſt of the World. For in 
der to pleaſe Maſter Robert and entire- 
to gain his Affections, he does not fail 1 
om time to time to entertain him with 4 
retain quaint Inventions, with certain in- W 
>nious Fictions; while Maſter Robert, 1H 
We other Auditors and Spectators, being il 
Billing to be deceiv'd in order to be perfect- 
pleas'd, ſuppoſes all this to be true. They 1 
ded, that Maſter Robert was ſo exceed- . Li 


Wey delighted with Entertainments of this -h 
Mature, that the othef Managers paid for fl 
is Pleaſure of this kind very dearly; it i 
e ending them in, atleaſt, five hundred 


Pounds a Year. Iſhall tell you things when 0 
ſee you which are not fit to be writ. 0 
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time accus'd me of Breach of Promiſe. Bu 
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10 
Tho. SERGEANT, Z. 


STR, - » Q; - 
| Remember very well, that before I wen 
out of Town in June laſt, I promisd 
in a ſhort time to give you ſome A“ 
count of the late —=—————, Imake m0 
doubt but that you. have long before thi 


if you did but know what charming Place: 
I have been in, ſince I ſaw you laſt; and 
what damnable Company, for the moſt part, 
I have kept in them; how my Life has been 
chequer'd between Rapture and Chagrin 
and conſequently unable to turn it felt to 
Buſineſs ; did you but know this, I am cor- 
fident you would not blame me. Belidez 
I confider'd that Authors as well as Pett-W 
foggers ought to have long Vacation, and 
that it was but reaſonable that the W orld 
ſhould once a Year enjoy an Interval fron 
being plagu'd with either; that it was high! 
expedient, that Minds ſometimes m_ yi 

allow 
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Wow as well as Fields, as well as thoſe 
Human Bodies . which they inform; that 
Whey who are too. often in the Act of Ge- 
Heration, produce but weak and puny Off- 
(rings, and peradventure none; and that 
le criblers and common Whores of that 
ile Town ſeldom beget any thing, urileſs 
Womething by Chance, that, like a Dutch 
Vooter kin, is at once_frightful and con- 
Z emptible, as all Monſters are. Beſides, I 
Whought it a Duty to my ſelf, to recruit 
Whoſe Spirits, by a pleaſing Indolence, which 
long Misfortune had almoſt exhauſted. 
ad if at any time, in ſpight of theſe rea- 
Wonable Reflections, I reſolv'd to ſet hear- 
Wily about the Performance of ny Promiſe, 
immediately ſtarted at the Thought of 
hat I was about to undertake. For to 
; ke Remarks upon this (Death 
nd Hell!) a Man muſt read it. And who 
What has Quails and Burgundy before him, 
Evould leave them for Porter and Ram 
Mutton? Beſides, the Faults in it are ſo 
frequent and ſo groſs, that every Fool may 
nd them; and a Man cannot value him- 
elf, or expect that the reaſonable Part of 
be World ſhould value him for his Saga- 
City or Penetration, on the account of ex- 
poſing them. I flatter my ſelf, that you 
ho have had a fourteen Years Experience 
of my Sincerity, will believe that I ſpeak 
. my Sentiments; at leaſt I can aſſure 4 

2s that 
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that I have taken all-imaginable Care, and : 
have kept the moſt watchful Guard upon] 
my. ſelf, that I might neither endeavom 


to deceive you thro' Malice, nor be m 
ſelf deceiv'd thro' Prejudice. But ſince 


may 


* 


two ſome Obſervations upon the 


which little may be enough to ſhew ea 


perhaps you, or ſomebody to whom ya 

ew this Letter, may be of another 

Opinion, I ſhall ſend you in a ON 1 
| r{t; 


the Beaſt. Fora Lyonis not better 55K A 
J ip 
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by his Claw, than an Aſs is known, 
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uo. SenGrANT, 


E ft 
Li. 


Wrote to hen Wont a Week ago, and 
deſign'd to write again by the next Poſt. 

t that Raskal Appius has lately taken 
b ſo much of my Iime, that he will not 
ffer me to be in good Humour enough 
entertain my Friends. Beſides, the very 
ouſe where J am is ſanctified to that de- 
ee, that *tis a mortal Enemy to Gayety; 
Inctified to the very Names of the Perſons 
Who inhabit it. The Name of the elder 
Won is Aminadab, of the younger Amos; of 
de elder Daughter Femina, of the ſecond 
egia, and of the youngeſt Keren-Hap- 
cb, which you know. are the Names of 
8 be three Daughters of the moſt patient 
Han. And you may take it on my word, 

pat Maſter Aminadab and Madam Keren- 
Happuch are two very extraordinary Per- 
dns. 

In this Houſe, you muſt know, Sir, is 
mold Fanatical Pettifogger, who has lately 
K married 
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married a young Wife. There being ng 
Room enough to receive her here, ſhe liz 
at preſent with her Father, in a Village 

bout ſeven Miles off. And the old Pe 
logger ambles to her in his Gambadoes ona 
a 


eek to pay his natural Tax: And tha 
litterally returns to ſee his Uncle who isch 
Maſter of the Houſe where we lodge. 
1 about a Month ago that ſon 
Buſineſs obſtructed his Journey; but tt 
ving procured a Barrel of Oyſters, he q 
N | them with a Letter to be ſent ini 
ſtead. The Letter was delivered to a Mu 
ket-Man, who came from the Village; ai 
he was ordered to go to the Stable, and wh 
take a Sack which he ſhould find there, (ff 
which the Oyſters it ſeems were wrap 
which he was order'd to deliver to Spouk; 
with the Letter. In the mean while, « 
the Devil would have it, another Countij 
man had laid another Sack there, whid 
the former Country-man, who knew 
thing of the Freight, took inſtead of th 
with the Oyſters, carried it to the Villa 
and delivered it to Spouſe with the Lett 
which was to this Effect. F 


My Dear, Age | f 
B De will not permit me to be baff 


in your Embraces To- night. But Ii 
tend to be with you ou Monday. 1» it 
mean time I have ſent you ſomething to ju 
5 / 
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WW my Place, with which I hope you will 
i pour. ſelf in my Abſenc. 
erer, Tour, &c. 


Spouſe was very well pleas'd with the 

etcer, orders the Sack to be immediately 

pen d, and greedily pulls out of it 

Half a dozen Bunches of Carrots. And ſo 

on have the Piece of rural Waggery, 
ich I promis'd you in my laſt. 


I am, 


Newport, = 
(ul . 8. 1707. SI R. 
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My good Friend, 
II bo in Town was great as Cæſar, 
Am here reduc'd to Nebuchadnez:zr 


That is, I have been for theſe three Week 

at Graſs with meer white Cattle, and hav 
not ſo much as ſeen three reaſonable Cres 
tures, ſince I left the neighbourhood 

Whitehall: When I arriv'd at this Place, 

I had the Mortification to find that of nj 
two Landlords in whoſe Houſes I had her: 
formerly paſs'd ſo many delicious Hour, 
the one was gone to live at Epſom, and they: 
other was run quite away. Upon enqu-M 
ry, I found that there were but tw 
Houſes to lodge at, a common boardi 
Houſe, or my Barber's. I conſider'd tha 
by going to the common boarding Houle 
{ ſhould give up a good part of my Liber 
ty, which is the principal Thing that mak 
the Country ſo charming. For there mig 
be Women at that Houſe, or they migit 
come the very Day after me, who, ib 
old and ugly, might expect as much Cert 
mor 
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Imony as if they were young and beautiful. 
Now that Ceremony which paſſes hourly 
Kmong ſome People, is founded, like Law, 
n a mutual Agreement between them, to 
ive up part of their natural Liberty for 

She Benefit of Society. But tho' there is 
ſort of Neceſlicy for an Obſervance of 
Forms and Ceremonies in great and Ca- 
Þital Towns; yet when a Man retires 
Into the Country, he is deſtrous to be, 
or a while at leaſt, like the Woods and 
Hills which he ranges, in the State of Na- 
re, I muſt conleſs that even in great 
owns I have always had a very indif- 
rent Opinion of a great deal of Cere- 


weve, that as 2b; plurimæ leges . peſſima 
publica, fo where there is the moſt Ce- 
monpy, there is always the worſt Soci- 
y. Another Reaſon which ificlin'd me 


e Nature of this Place. For, tho' 1 
ave been ten times here, yet as my for- 


5 Per Lodgings had the fineſt Meadows 
e Streams in the World behind them, 
ya F ſcarce ever came into the Village, 


that till this laſt Arrival, | knew no- 
Wing of the People of Cobham; of whom 


| | Cobham, Tam Yours. 


ly 24. 1717, 
K 3 | 10 


Pony, and have been always apt to be- 


p the Barber's, was a Deſire to know 


my next I ſhall giye you ſome Account. 
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Dr. * * * at Shrewsbury. Þ 
Of Eccleſiaſtical Dwacks. 


SIR, 
Return you Thanks for your agree 
ble Relation of the Progreſs of the lu 
nerant Doctor, who travels, it ſeemslfi 
like one of thoſe fooliſh Fires, which lei 
People into Bogs and Ditches, whoſe Mi 
fortune it is to come in the way of thei 
falſe and deluſive Light. Upon the R 
ceipt of your entertaining Letter, I mad 
the following Queries to ſome of his gro 
r ori | 
Whether ſome People who practice Di, 
vinity, tho'they are called Doctors, are nu. 
really Quacks; and whether Mounteb an 
Eccleſiaſtical as well as Secular, are not di } 
ſtinguiſh'd from true Profeſſors by the fol \ 
lowing Marks. 3 h 
Firſt, Whether the true Phyſician bo. 
of Soul and Body is diſtinguiſh'd from the; 
Mountebank, not by wearing an AM . 
mica 


0 
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ical Bonnet, but by Wiſdom, Learning, 
ad a long Experience in the Art of Heal- 
g; and whether he who thro' want of 
Heſe continually miſtakes the Diſtemper of 
s Patient, and by Conſequence admini- 
ers Poiſon to him, preſcribes Opiates in 
Lethargy or Brandy in a Calenture, is not 
S ridiculous contemptible Empirick, tho' 
bas been dubb'd both Batchelor and Do- 
or at Oxford? 8 
8 Secondly, Whether the true Phyſician 
Ich of Soul and Body does not conſult the 
aſe, and deſign the Health of the whole 
ody politick and the whole Body natural, 
which 'tis his Fortune or Duty to admi- 
ter? Whereas the iter of both kinds 
ver fails like the Tinker to make two 
oles, while he is emploied in mending of 


— — 
- 
4 £ | 
: 


e 
I 
mlb 
eal 


Vi 


beige. For Example, the true Phyſician, of 
Rec Body natural, purges and cleanſes the 
ade ole Maſs of Blood in order to the heal- 
role an Ulcer in the Pudenda; whereas the 


Wnpirick, by giving a ſudden Check toit, 


Dios it up into the nobler Parts; And 
nage Spiritual Phyſician of the Body Poli- 
un Wk, is for ſaving every Soul of that Body 
T C 


W which he happens to be a Member; 
 tofhereas the Eccleſiaſtical Empirick, as if 
were the firſt Plenipo of Heav'n, is for 
ing ſome and damning others with an 
ſolute Power. 29 Bios! 


both 
the 
ade. 


nici K 4 Thirdly, 


2 
Fat. 
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Thirdly, Whether the true Phyſician 
does not keep his Station, and confine his | 
Practice to his Neighbourhood; - wherey ? 
Folly. and Impoſture, by remaining con. 
ſtantly with the ſame People, would ſuf. 
fer too much thro' too long an Inſpectia 
And therefore the Mountebank $ bi 
Account better in being Itinerant. And 
when he has cheated the Fools of one M. 
joralty both of their Health and their M 
ney, ſeeks for freſh Cullies and freſh Idiok 
in a new Corporation. 

Fourthly, Whether the true and th 
ſound Phyſician is not ſatisfied with the Ap 
probation of his own Conſcience, and a 
thoſe who have common Senſe? where: 
the Mountebank makes it his Buſineſs u 
be the Idol of the Rabble, and therefor 
has much more numerous Aplauders thu 
the true Phyſician. For Rabble is a md 
comprehenſive Word, Doctor, and includ 
not only pitiful poor Mechanicks, a 
wretched Rogues in Rags, but many, nh 
very many Perſons, who are diſtinguiſh 
by Fortune and dignified by Princes. Ti 
comprehenſive Word, Doctor, includes i 
who want Underſtanding and Virtue. An 
ſo for Example the Rabble round the #14 
kin includes not only the Bucchers, i 
Tinkers, the Weavers and the Tailors 0 
the adjacent Towns and Counties, but d 
ten likewiſe, too often, the * ti 

| Ell 
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Sheriff, the Alderman and the Doctor, I 
mean the: Mountebank both Spiritual and 
Secular; for every one who ſeeks: the Ap- 
plauſe of Rabble is himſelf moſt certainly 
$Rabbleg but how Emphatically, Doctor, 
Fare they Rabble, who are the Admirers 
Sand the Applauders of Rabble ! 
Thus has your Letter drawn Queries 
from me inſtead of an Anſwer ; which I 
hope you will look upon as an Equivalent, 
und read with Candor and with Indul- 
gence, as coming from ä 


War, &c. 
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ZN? MY ESI > HY BER IFBI dF: 3! it 
HENRY CROMWELL, Eſq: 


Of an Expreſſion in Shakeſpear ; and 
of the Comedy of the Nonjuror. 


SIX, 
Wrote to you this Morning for your 
more deliberate Opinion concerning the 
Paſlage of Phedrus. I now ſend this to 
you to conſult you about an Expreſſion in 
the Orhello of Shakeſpear, which not long 
ago occaſioned a great Diſpute at 
Coffee-Houſe, between the Wits there and 
the Manager of the Play-Houſe who acts 
the Part of Othello. The Wits asked the 
Player how he lik'd this Expreſſion in his 
own Part, Excellent Wretch ! to which 
the latter an{wer'd, that he lik'd it ſo ill, 
that he always left it out. Upon which 
they immediately extoll'd it to the Skies, 
and look'd upon the Player with great Con- 
tempt. Tho' that Tragedian has no more 
Judgment in Tragedy than an Aſs has in 
Muſick, 1 am apt to believe that he on 
this 
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this once inthe right. I know indeed very 
well, that -5/er and miſellus were ſome- 
times among the Romans Terms of Ten- 
derneſs. I find that ier is in that Senſe 
in the Eunuch of Terence, Act the third 
Scene the laſt, where Chærea gives Anti- 
pbo an Account of his enjoying Pamphila. 


Ch. Edicit, ne vir quiſquam ad eam adeat ; 
et mibi ne abſcedam, imperat, 

In interiore parte at maneam ſolus cum 
fold. Adnuo, 

Terram intuens modeſie, An. Miſer! 


hich Madam Dacier has tranſlated pau- 
vre Gar pon But are there not twoſorts of 
Tenderneſs, a Comick and a Tragick Ten- 
Werneſs? Now tho' ni ſer was ſometimes us'd 
Eby the Romans, to expreſs both the one and 
the other Tenderneſs, yet, in my Opinion, 
Wt can never be tranſlated into Engliſh by 
he Word Mreteh in any but the Comick 


Pays, if I am not miſtaken, a Term of Re- 
proach, or Contempt: And conſequently 
She Lerms Excellent MWretch, being incon- 
ſiſtent and contradictory, make the mean- 


This is my Opinion at preſent, but I know 
ot how long it will be ſo, becauſe I have 
ot as yet heard yours. 

But that is not the only Point in which 
deſire it. I am told lately by one of my 


Way; Vretch in a ſerious Senſe being al- 


Ing abſurd, and the Expreſſion Nonſenſe. 


Acquain- 
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Acquaintance, that I have been too ſever: 
Nen the Underſtanding of another of the 
anagers, and that is of Cibber. And th 
Reaſon that was given me was, that Cibb» | 
writ. the Foot in Faſhion, which, ſays m] 
Friend, you have often ſaid is a good Co 
medy. To which I anſwer, that tis true 
I have often ſaid 'tis a good Comedy, bu 
I had always much ado. to believe that CM 
ber writ it, and that ſince I have ſeen th 
Nonjuror and the Heroick Daughter Id 
not believe it at all. For which I ſhall gin 
my Reaſons, and afterwards deſire to kn 
from you how convincing they appear u 
Ou. n ee 188 49 — 4 
When the Fool in Faſhion was firſt ad. 
ed, Cibber was hardly twenty Years dM 
Age. Now could he at the Age of tweni 
write a Comedy with a juſt Deſign, | diſtin 
Funes Characters, and a proper D 
ogue, who now at forty treats us witli 
| ©. Senſe, and Hibernian Englil'W 
Could he, when he was an arrant Boy i 
draw a good Comedy, from his own ray 
uncultivated Head, who is now at for. 
able to do nothing but what is poor and 
mean, when he is ſupported by two ſuc 
Maſters as Moliere and Corneille? N 
| have often obſerv'd to you, that then 
is not in his Heroic Daughter one Spa, 
of the Force and noble Spirit of Cor neil. 
As for Moliere, Tam ſatisfied that he know 
| nothing 
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Pothing of him, but that he built his Non- 
Err üpon ſome ſpiritleſs dull Franſlation 
r him. When 1 heard that a Play with 
at Title was to be acted, I wiſh'd it as 
Huch Succeſs as Cibber did, upon account 
f the- Cauſe in which it was writ. But ! 
Sefus'd to ſee it acted, becauſe knowing 
oliere's Play to be a Maſter-piece, I was 
ESfraid-I ſhould be ask'd ſome Queſtions by 
By Friends which I ſhould not care to an- 

Per. I heard an advantagious Character 
Sf it, from ſome with whom I converſed; 
id what I heard I imparted to others, but 
gs coming from my Friends and not from 

y ſelf. After the Play was printed, |! 


ou'd not read it till it had been publiſh'd 


Month, during which time was ask'd a 
1 undred Queſtions about it. When I ſaw 

hat the Curioſity of the World was pretty 
ell over, I ſent for the Play and read it. 


In ſome of my former Thoughts, that Per- 
gons of a very good Underſtanding might 
ay de impos'd upon at a Repreſentation b 
Ihe Livelineſs and Grace of Action, ar 


* hat the Excellence of the Actor often 
ac vakes amends for the Imperfections of the 


Author. I ſoon found that there was little 


ele tes 

oliere. For Moliere's Characters in his 
„eertuſfe are Maſter-pieces, mark'd, diſtin- 
o uiſh'd, glowing, bold, touch'd with a fine 


ning yet 


pon the reading it, I was ſoon confirmd 


in the Engliſh Comedy of the Beauties of 


Dialogue too is lively, natural, grace fu 


1 42 A D E T TE R Sins 4 4 
yet a daring Hand; all- of them ſtampy i 


wich a double Stamp, the one from Art and 


the other from Nature: No Phantoms bu 
real Perſons, ſuch as Nature produces in 
all Ages, and Cuſtom faſhions in ours. Huf 


eaſie, ſtrong, adapted to the Occaſion 
adapted to the Characters. In ſhort, tis by 
this Comedy and by the Mz/artrope that 
Moliere perhaps has born away the Priz 
of Comedy from all Perſons in all Ages, ex 
cept Ben. Johnſon alone. But the Chat 
cters of the Engliſh Comedy are mot of 
them daub'd and bungled, and the Di 
logue nothing but meer Fribble. Now i; 
it barely poſſible that this bungling Imi 
tor can be the Author of the Fool in Fi 
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ſhion ? Is it barely poſſible that he ſhould hay: 


known. Mankind and the Stage, and th: 
Engliſh Tongue when he was an errant 
Boy, who is groſsly ignorant of them al 
at forty? But Cibber's Name is prefix d toi 
the Fool in Faſhion. They know nothing 
of Mr. Cibber, who in the leaſt wonder a 
that. He who, now he is turn'd of Forty, 
ſets his Name, without any manner of Scru- 
ple or Ceremony, to what all the Word 
knows was writ by Fletcher and Dryden 
could not his Vanity, when he was a Boy, 
prevail upon him to own what anunknovwnW 
tho'a very ingenious Gentleman writ? Thus 
have I given you my Reaſons, why len ; 
ney oF 


at 
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not. believe that The Fool in Faſhion was 


urit by Mr. Cibber. But Ideſire to know, as 
| told you above, how convincing theſe 


Reaſons appear to > $42 


Jam, 


S 1 R, 


Zour, &c. 
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OU deſire me to ſend you ſome Ar- 
guments to convert your 'Neighbou 
from Jacobitiſin, who, you ſay, is a Ma 
of good Senſe and a good Chriſtian, and 
good Proteſtant. I have ſent you the fo 
lowing Queries to preſent to him, andan 
of the Opinion, that if he is what you fay, 
they may have ſome Influence on him, 

IJ. Whether tis poſſible that the Preten- 
der ſhould be ſettled: here, without the 
Subverſion.of our preſent Conſtitution, aud 
the Eſtabliſſment of Abſolute Power. 

II. Whether the Eſtabhſhment of Abo. 
lute Power under & Popilk/ Prince,” will not 
extirpate Pratt eon from 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

III. Whether the Extirpation of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion from theſe lands, wil 
not in all Human Appearance be follow! 
by the utter Deſtruction of it througholl 
the Chriſtian World. 

IV. Whe- 


CT 8 e 


— — —_ 


wi. Whether the Deſtruction of the Pro- 
tant Religion throughout the Chriſtian 
Vorld, will not in all human Appearance 
e followed by the utter Deſtruction of 
Phriſtianity it ſelf. 

V. Whether, ſince theſe Things are 
ily prov'd, as I my ſelf will undertake to 


ove any of the foreſaid Conſequences, 


ee who profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian and 
proteſtant, can have the Heart to wiſh 
& Conſcience to promote a Deſign which 
Will be the Ruin of that Religion, on which 
\ WE believes that all his Happineſs depends. 
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The Reverend Mr. MAN SELL 


S LR. 5 1 4214 Of 
HE laſt of July I had the Honour to 
return an Anſwer to your moſt obj 


ging and ingenious Letter; I have ſinee 


had the Curioſity to enquire after the 
Prieſts whom you mention, but have been 
able to get no Intelligence; from which! 
conclude, that the Prieſts whom you men. 
tion muſt be two or three ſcandalous 7ats 
bite Curates in your Neighbourhood. Bu 
whatever Ill they may ſay of me, I will pre. 
ſume that they 40 not call me Fool, which 
implies all other Infamies. For as Roche 


foucauit ſays, a Fool has not Stuff enoug 


2 
S * "> . 8 n+ 1 * 
1 «a 2 
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to be good. I will preſume they do nhl 
ſay of me, that every Word, that ever). 


Action of my Life is a Contradiction vl 
common Honefty, and to common Senle; 
that tho' I am moſt ſordidly intereſted and 
moſt ridiculouſly proud, I am endeavou' 


ing with Might and Main to make my {el 


moſt miſerable and moſt deſpicable ; tial 
I amlabouring with all my Might and wilt 


all my Strength to bring in a Tyrant I 


order 
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Vorder to ſecure Liberty, and the Pope to 
ecure Religion and my ſpiritual Property; 
hat Ideſire and endeavour nothing ſo vehe- 
Wnencly, as to bring my Wife and Chil- 
Wren to Infamy and Beggary, and to make 
bf my {elf either s vile Vagabond or an ex- 
ecrable Apoſtate ; and that I have been all 
Along labouring at this ſo ſtrenuouſly, that! 
have made my ſelf a moſt perjur'd Villain 


In order to bring it about, - and: ſcandalous 
- MW&nough to bring freſh Diſgrace upon a Pil- 
e ory or the Whipping- poſt. 

be Theſe, Sir, are things which I preſume 


en hey do not ſay of me, becauſe theſe are 


bh WEncomiums which are only worthy. of them, 
end whichthey have made upon themſelves 


y their Actions. But becauſe what they 
zu o fay of me, they Have in all Likelyhood 
Mom that Monſter J—— 8-—, Ideſire 
ich {hat in my next you will give me Leave, 
heir, to ſay a Word concerning that Wretch, 
vi Wo ſhew you how I reſented” the Prank 
no Which he would have plaid me in Norrham- 
ery abire, Trook the Will for the Deed, and 
n 10 Poſt religiouſly obſerved the Law of Re- 
nl; WWaliation with him, upon the very firſt Op- 
— kf. 


out- n 
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wa London. 1 am, &c. 
wills, 14. 1717. ore ctog! 
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To the Right Honourable th | 
Lord PARKER, Lord H 
Chancellor of GREAT Br 


TALNe- -: 6 
* = 
My Lon d, 


T a Time when ſo many Perſons ar 
ſhewing, by the Preſents they male 
your Lordſhip, the Veneration which the 
have for your great-Qualities, and ther 
Acknowledgments for the Benefits whicit 
they receixe from them, 1 humbly deſi 
your Lordſhip to accept ofthe ewo Volume 
which I here preſent to you, Which are u 
{mall part of the Labvurs of thirty Yeu 
in the Cauſe of Liberr and'o Great Bri 
tain. In preſenting them to your Lord 


ſhip, I have the Satisfaction of offeriq 


them to a juſt and clear-ſighted Judge d 
Art, as a diſcerning and righteous. one d 
Equity. May your Lordſhip's Glory an 
Happineſs encreaſeas your Years are wm 
tpi 
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£ iplied, that the Glory and Happineſs of 


reat Britain may be proportionably aug- 
nented with them. 
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Your Lordſhips, &c. 
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J CHARLTON), 27 ; 


SIX. 


HE Honour which I formerly hf 
of being perſonally known to y 
(tho* but a little) gives me Encouragemen 
at this time of New 7ear's Gifts, to mak 
you a trifling Preſent of the Books whichyai 


will receive with this; whichare no ſmailPi 


of the Labour of thirty Years in the Cad 


of Liberty and of your Country. If! ſhoult 


tell you that I ſend them without ay 7 


Deſign, 1am ſure, Sir, would not belie- 


me. I will therefore freely own that hu 


a Deſign, but dis a Juſt and innocent on: 


which wall put yen td no Expence, al 


but to a very little Trouble. I ſhall bai 
Pardon for dh Trouble, when I acquan 
you with the Deſign, which will be in 


few Days. In the mean time, Sir, Inc 


nation as well as Cuſtom engages me i 
Wiſh ſo good and ſo great a Patriot a 10 
and a happy Life. Tis the Intereſt of! 


the Lovers of their Country, that ſuch 


hs 
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vou ſhould long be ſerviceable to it; and 
In wiſhing for the Happineſs of thoſe few 
yrho reſemble you, they certainly wiſh for 
Fheir own. 


Jam, 


Jan. 2. 1718. | S T1 R, 


Tour, &c. 
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leſs Deſpondence of obtaining it,  becauk 


an Occaſion to exert your Beneficence 
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Written in the Name and at iu 

_ Requeſt of WII. Pax 

KETHMA N, the Comedia 
ro her Grace the Dutch 


"HE Humourous Lieutenant bein 
ſhortly oblig'd to tread the Stage falf 

the Benefit of your Grace's moſt humil 
Servant; to whom ought I ſooner to han 
Recourſe to encourage it, than to you 
Grace, who, upon my laſt Benefit, mal 
ſuch an Appearance for me, as ſhew'd you 
Power to be great as your Goodneſs ori 
my Acknowledgments? And I make ti 
humble Requeſt to your Grace with i 


* % 
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am aſſur'd from your noble Nature, thus 
am far from offending you, in giving you 


My Succeſs depends in ſo great a me 
ſure upon your Grace's Favour, that wit 
out it, the Humourous Lieutenant is like ii 
be a ſad Fellow; and the Rural Ther 
tre in your Grace's PDT On0 1 ; 


( is — 
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like to give a melancholy Leſſon to Mor- 

S tals of the Inſtability of Humane Affairs, 

and the ſhort Duration of the Pomps and 

= Vanities of this wicked World. For that 
very Fabrick which was metamorphos'd 
from its original Form, and adorn'd for the 

Entertainment of Nobility, Wit and Beau- 

c, will relapſe and dwindle into a Barn, 
Sand fodder Cows and Horſes. 

N That your Grace may be always both 
bere and hereafter compleatly happy as 
thoſe bleſt Beings, whom you reſemble and 

ZZ whoſe Examples you imitate, is the con- 

ſtant Wiſh and the zealous Prayer, when- 


1 


ever I do happen to pray, of, 
Madam, | 15085 
Wr Grace's Moft Humble, and 


pri 3. moſt Oblig'd, Obedient Servant, 
1719. 


W. P. 
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Hr RIcHARD BLACKMORE ft 


On Two Verſes in VIX II. 


STIR, [BOL 23% 
7 Deſir'd in my laſt that you wou'd be 
1 Arbitrator in a Diſpute, which I lately 
had with Mr. Rowe concerning ſome iſ 
Verſes of Virgil. The Paſlage is in the 
3d Eclogue. | | 


Malo me Galatea petit laſciva puella, 7 
Et fugit ad ſalices, & ſe cupit ante vidiri : 


Now, Sir, Mr. Rowe affirm'd that the 
Nymph in acting and the Shepherd in rel 
ting, meant nothing but Boys and Giri 
Play. My Opinion is, that ſuch an Interpre- . 
tation renders the Paſſage wholly flat and 
inſipid, and fit to pleaſe none but Children; 

that the Nymph by throwing the Apple, 
and then running away to the Willows, 
but at the ſame time taking care that the 


Shep-i 
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Shepherd ſhould ſee:her before ſhe got to 
t 4 5 deſigu d Mans. and Womans Play. 
Now, Sir, you are left to judge which of 
the Explications is moſt worthy of Virgil, 
and which comes neareſt up to that Molle 
and that Facetum which at that time of 
[Dy compo the; Character of Virgil, if 
ve will take the Opinion of a very judi- 
cious Critick, and that was his Friend Ho- 
races *Þ 24 46 | 
| Molle atque Facetum 
Virgilio annueriut gaudentes Rure Camænæ. 


For where is the Molle and the Facetum 
in theſe Verſes, if the Nymph and the Shep- 
perd, like Boys and Girls, were only at hide 
and ſeek? I could as ſoon believe that when 
Pilenus in the Sixth Eclogue ſays, ſpeaking of 


tended to preſent her with a Pair of Gloves. 
J know indeed very well, that Ruæus in- 
Werprets Laſtrva by Jecoſa 'Puella. But 
F ought to be confider'd, that Ruæus was 
Prieſt and that the Dauphin was young, 


xi. 


L 


b 


be Jeſuit to conceal. from his young Pu- 
il the Lubricity of the Poet's meaning. 
Nor is Laſciva us d upon this occaſion, 
ho tis taken in the common Senſe ſo very 


"Uh dat Homer » Whenever he has occaſion to 
hep: Rentioa Venus, calls her the Laughter- 


loving 


Aale, Huicaliud mercedis erit, he only in- 


nd that it was the Buſineſs and Duty of 


lifferent from Focoſa Puella, if we conſider 
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loving Goddeſs. Beſides,” my Antagonit Il 
does not ſeem enough to conſider either 
the Nature of Women in general, or-of Ml 
the Italian Women in particular, or d 
the Seaſon when this was ſuppos'd to hap. 

Pens which was High 8 ids (which is the 


aſon of High Deſire) as Pa/emon gives 
1 us to underſtand a little before this Paſſage 
1 in three Verſes, the two laſt of which art 
beautiful as their Subſectdtme. 


4 Dicite; quandoquidem in molli con ſedimu 
[| —_— i Xe 
1 Et nunc omnis ager, nunc omnis parturi 
E N +, 
Nunc frondent Hluæ, nunc formoſiſſimui 
W | "1, 


Now when we conſider all theſe Things 
can we believe that Virgil, who was ſo jv. 
dicious, ſo wiſe, and who follow'd NW 
ture ſo cloſely, meant nothing but H:4 
and Seek by his /e cupit ante videri. This 
which makes this one of the beautifullel i 
Paſſages of all the Eclogues, is, that there 
is a very wanton Meaningexpreſs'd in ver) 
modeſt Words, and conſequently occt- 
ſion given to the Reader to ſhew his Dil 
cernment by piercing the Veil which the 
Poet has thrown over the Nudity; which 
puts me in mind of a fine Paſſage of Mor 
taigue. Eſſay Lib. 3. Ch. 5. 1 
VE. : 
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The Verſes of theſe two Poets. 1 

Lucretius.and V7 75 treating with ſo muc 

2 Þpieretor wg 10% Keſer vedue 1/7 of of 

e they treat of it, do, as. 

7 2712. diſco 75 ner 1 e 5+ 

Fr 777 ard earer / 7 100 Qur Ladies 
eil, 


over their B 7 wich es Our 


Ser ſhadow, therr fineſt Dra brs in order 
% give them Luſtre. They fe litewi ſe, 
at the Rays of the Sun and the Strokes of 
%e Mind are more forcible by Reflection 
than when they come pf nth It was a 
Wiſe Anſwer of the A. Fypuian to him who 
td. him, What doeſt thou carry con- 
healed there under thy Cloak? I carry it 
$onceal'd thus under my Cloak, becauſe 
hou ſhould{t not know what it is. But 
Pere are certain other things that are con- 


led only on ur poſe to be ſhewn, Ovid 
0 a great 1 more bold, but therefore a 
1 2 deal weaker than the er tuo. And 
nm hen he Jays plainly. _ 
ay 


oy ethinks he makes an iran Capon of me, 

D his barefaced Lewaneſe, | He who ſa ys. 5 
che c 4 atiates and diſguſis us; whereas he 
hick bo expreſſes. 275 elf with Reſerve aud- 


aution, draws us into ima ine more, ev'n 
ban be could have expre ſi d. There is, as it 
were, 


Prieſt do 117 70 750 $ Thisgr,) and Pain- 


Et nudam preſſi corpus wn us meu. 7 
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118 © Letters 
were, Treachery in this kind of Modefy, 
ſonte it /lyly opens ſo inviting a Path ty | 
wanton Imagination.” OO, 
| Thus far Montaigne. When he ſpeaks of the 
Modeſty of Eucretiur, he means, I fuppoſe, 
that Modeſty which he ſhews in his Invo. 
cation, where indeed in very modeſt Term 
he treats of a very wanton Subjiec. 
could ſay more upon this Subject, bu 
J am afraid that 1 have already tired you s 


well as my ſelt. 
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ALT ER M OoYLE, Eſq; 
At Bake near Loo in Cornwall. 


NHFTwWenty tedious Years have now been 

paſt, ſince I had the Honour either 

Bo ſee you, or hear from you, or write to 
vou. Tho' I had many a time done the 
latter, if you had not prevented it by your 
nkind Prohibition, when, the laſt time I 
Jaw you, you declared among a great num- 
per of your Friends, that you would keep 
pe, with no one. But tho”, 
Dy reaſon of that unkind: Declaration, we 
have a long time reckoned you dead and 
Puried to the World and us, yet we have 
een far from forgetting you, ſo very far 
From it, that we have had the more lively 
Remembrance of you, becauſe we have 
een no body ſince you left us, who, by re- 
ſembling you, could put us in mind of you. 
| W hich 


[0 


16 %/%/¾⸗́ Ibs 
Which recalls to my mind ſomething that paſ 
at the Funeral Ceremonies of a great Ladyin if 
the Time of Tiberius Caſar. The lmage 
of her Anceſtors were carried in; Proceſſi, 
on upon that Occaſion, but, ſays T acitu;, 
eo prefulgehant Caſſius atque Brutus qui 
eorum Imagines nos viſchautur., \ | 
At lengch, after twenty Years; Silence 
T am oblig d to write to 75 in order 10 

do you Service and my ſelf Juſlice. D—8 
the Printer was with me... Yeſterday, and 
had the Folly or the Impudence to ſhey 
me a Letter from you, by which I found 
that that Scoundrel had a Ls 10 him. 
ſelf the little Preſent which I order'd hin 
to make you laſt May was twelve-month, 
and to make it paſs: for his on Act and 
Deed... I order'd him to ſend you the two 
Volumes, which he printed for me, befor: 
they were publiſhed, and to ſend them in 
the large Paper, which he ought to hay 
done for his .own Sake, becauſe then you 
wou'd have ſeen. a Bock yery away 
printed. J ordered him hkewiſe-to ſend 
them as handfomly bound as the: sk1lfull l 
Workman could bind them. But upon the 
bringing in his Account, I found that that 
Wretch, who has not Soul enough to do 
a handſome thing, tho' he is ſure it wil 
coſt him nothing, had ſent the common, 
Paper without any binding at all. 
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22. kad as much forgot you, before 
mentioned you to him, as if he had never 88 
now you, unleſs by Sight and by Chance. l 
Put upon his enquiring whofe the Anony- | 
Bous Letters were, Which were printed | 
one of the riyvo Volumes, I ſaid enough 1 
Jo him of the Author, and of the Expe- o 
tation Which F had of the Tranſlation of | 
Wiony/ras Halitarnaſſæus, to fire his dull 

lass with the greedy deſire of Gain 
lam imerrüpted, but 1 ſhall the very 
ext Poſt, without fail, ſay ſomething to 
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No of that Tranflation and of the Pre- 1 
ee, febich is got into the Hands of a | 
nend of your Brother's and mine, who, " 


hope” and believe, has too much Ho- 
Pur ever to pn it without your Con- 
Fat. J am oblig'd to take my leave of 
Pu till the next Poſt. In the mean time 
defire you to judge of the Reſpect, the 

ſeem and Affection which I have, and 
ve always had for you, fince T had firſt 
de Honour to know you, by What lam 
ding to tell you, that for twenty Years: 
gether 1 have never fo much as once 
en any of our common Acquaintance 
thout mentioning you in ſuch a man- 

r as ſhew'd that 1 very ſenſibly regret- 
d your leaving us. Sir George Mart. 
m can tell you ſomething of this, and. „ 
can Mr. Congreve, Mr, Mein, and Mir. Wt 
M [[Felbye. Hl 
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Mellye. But moſt of the reſt, alas, are w 
niſh'd like a Morning's Dream. 


2 Ed +* + 2 


©» 8 ” 
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Dour moſt Humble and 
London, : 
Jan. 16, 1719-20, 

Faithful Servant, 


JOHN DENNIs 


* 
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no. SERGEANT, E/q, 


SIR, -— 


Have been not a little concern'd at my 
not being able to keep Touch with my 
Appointment to Day. But multa cadunt 
ter calicem ſupremaque Labra. Many 
Whings have fallen out between my Lips 
Ind the Cups of Punch which I deſign'd 
fo drink with my Friend Mr. Sergeant to 
Day. My only Aſſociates in this Place are 
he ſame that the ingenious Don Quixote 
pad at the famous Le Manche, vi. the Bar- 
er and the Curate. Now the Diſappoint- 
gent that I had from the former, and the 
oo great Punctuality of the latter, have 
een the Occaſion of my Misfortune. For 
Ihe Barber, who ſhould have come on Sa- 
Eirday at Three, came not till Sanda) at 

leven, ſo that there was a Necetiicy of 
lining before I went, After Dinner in comes 
he Curate; and invites me to take part 
fan Eccleſiaſtical Collation in the After- 
M 2 noon, 
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164 LETTTIIAIS | 
noon. Now Gentlemen of his Complexi. 


on are ſo hearty and ſo frank in their pj. 


ritual Hoſpitality, that if you do not com. 


ply with their preſſing Invitations you dif. 


oblige them for ever. The Sorrow which 
oppreſs'd me for being diſappointed of the 
Converſation of a Gentleman whom Je. 


{teem fo much, has been in ſome meaſure 


alleviated by the following Conſiderations, 
Firſt, the Author whom 1 have at preſen 


under Conſideration has ſerv'd me as be 


deſerves to be us'd himſelf, and ha 
nail'd my Ears to his Book ſo faſt, tha 


I could not without Pain unclinch ny 
ſelf. The ſecond Alleviation is the Con- 
{1deration of my Health. For though th: 


Goddeſs ſmiles upon me here, ſhe hu 


as great an Averſion to old Sodom as Hugh 
Clodpate of merry Memory, and might tor 
ought I know ſhake; Hands with me at 
my Entrance into that damn'd Town. | 
begin to be quite another thing than 1 wa 
while I ſtaid in the Tower, and there i 
as much difference between me on m 
Hill here, and me in my Den at 70% Ni. 
chardſon's, as there is between a Lyon on 


* e 8 1 0 on, 
A r 


a Mountain in Mica, and one near thy 
Spur-Guard. Another Comfort that I hai 
was the extraordinary Beauty of the Day: 


For it far'd between me and the Day, with. 


out Vanity be it ſpoken, as it does be- 


tween a Pimp and a Lady whom he * 
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vi. his Power. If ſhe is but tolerabl handſome 
vi. he gives her ta his Friend, but if ſheis char- 
W. ingly fair, he is willing to enjoy her him- 
li. elf. 1 

ich! This is the third Letter which I have 
the vit to you ſince I heard from you; Ihope 
e the other two came to your Hands. I de- | 


ure fire that you would have the Goodneſs to 1 

i: end me word, in what Poſture, my AF | 

em fairs are. I ſhalt be unwilling to ſee the 1 

he Town till the latter end of this Week, un- i 

hy Wes there is a Neceſſity for it. | | 

ha WS l 
Jn. 18. at Night. | 
1713. . . 
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he is neither in Jeſt nor in Earneſt; not inks 


ſays; nor in Jeſt, becauſe he does ſtrenuoully 


& 


Of Simplicity in Poetical Compoſitim 
in Remarks on the 7oth Spectator. 


# 


SIX, 


Y your laſt of the 26th you deſire u 
know my Opinion of the notable Cr: 
tick upon Chevy Chaſe in the Spectator ul 
the z1ft and that of the 25th of this Inſtant; 
that is, you deſire to know whether I be 
lieve the Author of thoſe two Papers to: 
in Jeit or in Earneſt. To which l anſwer, tha 


224... r 


neſt, becauſe he does not believe what | 


9 us ds 
i vr 7 
3 — 


— E 


endeavour to convince the Reader of the Ex 
cellence of that old Dogrel. His Defignist0 
ſee how far he can lead his Reader by tht 
Noſe. To give my Reaſons for this Opinion, 
ſhall ſend you an Examen of thoſe tw! 
Speftators in as little Compaſs as | can. 
When I travelled, ſays he, I took a pu, 
ticular Delight in hearing the _ 4 
- Ani 


IS” 


— 


CY 
H—_ - 


— 
— 


1 amiliar 5 Moral and Gitical. 16 7 
ables that are come from Father to Son, 
* nd are moſt in Hogut among the common 
22 of the Comntrres thro which T paſſed; 
r it is 1mpoſſt ible that any thin ul be 


uni ver ſalih taſted and approved by a Mul- 
yitude; -tho' they are only the Rabble of a 


— 
— 


Nation, which hath not in it ſome peculiar 
e to pleaſe and gratify the Mind of 
an. 


< 


. 
* 


| Now Walt any thing that has the leaſt 
Air of a Jeſt? On the other ſide, do you 


1s, 


* 


meaning and thinking what he pretends to 


Which ve quoted, viz. the Mind of Man, 
that he intended a Fallacy? For to affirm 
his of the Mind of Man, as tis cultivated 
Ind inſtructed, is not only abſurd and ri- 
NN but contradictory of himſelf. Has 
Pot he himſelf obſerved in the 134th Tat- 
r, that there are Exerciſes and Diverſ. 
Pas which univerſally pleaſe the Rabble, 
Which yet Men of Quality or Education 
$ither deſpiſe or abhor? Such are the 
Vrove- Tuc ſday and Bear- Garden Diverſi- 
Dns, which he there particularizes. I have 
nown a Country Fidler who has been the 
delight of three Counties, tho! he could 
ever play the T'ruth of one Tune; and a 
Pgn-Poſt Painter, who has been the Ad- 
niration not only of the Rabble, but even 
g moſt of the Squires of the North of Eng- 
M 4 land. 


think that the Author could be capable of 
affirm here? Is it not plain by the laſt Words 
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ſonable Creatures, and whatever: falls nM 
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land. Tappeal to the Bookſellers, who in thi; 
Caſe ought to be Judges without Appeal, 

whether more of the common People dong 
approve of Quarles and Bunyan than e ſteem i 
Chevy Chaſe. Therefore tis plain that Au- 
thor could not deſign that the Period 3. 
bove- mentioned ſhould run thus, 

For tis impoſſible that any thing ſhoull 
be univerſally taſted and approved of H) 
Multitude, tho they are only the Rabble if 
a Nation, which has not in it ſome 2 
Aptieſs to pleaſe and gratify the Minds if 
Men of Quality and Education. 

And leis can he deſign to make it run x 
follows: For it is impoſſible that any thin 
ſhould be nniver ſally taſted and approv'd if 
by a: Muttitude, tho they are only the Ral. 
bla of ia Nation, which has not in it ſom 
petuliar aptneſs to pleaſe and gratify th 
Minds of the Rabble, For to mean this 
would make, not only what he ſays, but 
what he is, a Jeſt. So that the Author, by 
the Mind of Man, meaning neither the 
Mind of Man as it is rude and untaught, 
nor the Mind of Man as tis cultivated and 
inſtructed, can mean nothing in the World 
but to try how far he can impoſe upon hi 
Reader. But he goes on. if 
Human Nature is the ſame in all re 


with it, will meet with Admirers amo 
Readers of all Qualities and Condition 
Moliere, as we are told by Boileau, 11 
25 fl 
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io rend all his Comedies to a little old Wo- 
| WR man, who: mar his Houſe-Keeper,' as ſhe 
ate at ber Work ih the Chimney Corner, 
and could foretel the'Succeſs. of his Play in 
. bi Theatre, from the Reception it net at 
the Fire vide. Vor he tells us the Au- 
dience always follow dithe old Moman, and 
never failed to laugh in the fame Place. 
Now can you, dir, or any Man of good 
Senſe: believe that the Author does not 
know better what belongs to a jeſt, than to 
ake falſe Reaſoning for one; and that he 
does not know better what belongs to falſe 
Reaſoning than to mean what he ſays here? 
Wan he be ſo. dull and ſo abſurd as not to 
know how to diſtinguiſh between what 


#, 
N " 


dab uman Nature is, and what Human Nature 
em hould be? Human Nature was Human 
h Nature before the Fall, and 'tis Human Na- 
thi ture now tis degenerated from that per- 
bu fect Virtue and that unclouded Knowledge, 
„ hich it enjoy'd before. Iis the Buſineſs 
the nd Deſign of Education to endeavour to 


hetrieve in ſome meaſure the Loſs that Hu- 
Fan Nature has ſuſtain'd by the Fall; and 
$0 recover ſome Meaſure of Knowledge and 
Wirtue, Now Heroick Poetry is an Imi- 
ation of Human Nature exalted, and Come- 
is an Imitation of Human Nature depra- 
Wed. What can be more abſurd than to con- 
ö lude, that becauſe the Rabble, that is, ſuch as 
Never had any Education, are tolerable Judges 
pf Human Nature depraved, that therefore 
; | they 
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they are Judges of Human Nature exalted, 
of which none can be judges but they who 
have had the beſt Education? And there. 
fore not only the Rabble, but an univerſal 
Nation has been miſtaken in their Judg. 
ments of Poets and Poetry, when the Judg. 
ments have been made, before that Nati. 
on came to be ſufficiently cultivated. 


Nectè, necue crocum floreſque perambulitÞ 
Attæ 


Tabula, ſi dubitem: clament periiſſe pudoren, 


Cuncti pene patres, ea quum reprehenden 
coner, 

Que gravis Aiſopus, que doctus Roſein 
eptts J. 

Vel quia nil rectum, niſi quod placuit ib, 
ducunt : | 

Vel quia turpe putant parere minoribus, & 
gue = | 

Imberbes didicere, ſenes perdenda fateri. Wo 

Hor. Ep. 1. L. 


So that we ſee it was the Opinion d 
Horace, that the People of Quality were 
ſomertimes miſtaken as well as the Rabble;|M& 
nay, that both Rabble and People of Que 
lity were ſometimes miſtaken ev'n in ther 
Judgments of Comedy. 


At mſtri proavi Plautinos & numeros, © 


Landavere ſales; nimiumpatienter wrong : 
'Þ + 


1 1 
1. 


d, Ne dicam ſtultè, mirati ſi nodò ego & vor 
10 Feimus inurbanum lepido ſeponere ditto © 
. Legitimumgue ſonum digitrs callemur, Gaure. 

3 | Fe Horat. de Arte Po. 


g. And to ſhew you that 'tis impoſſible the 
„ Spectator can mean what he ſays here, Ho- 
race declares in the very Verſe which the 

Hpectator has choſen for the Motto of his 


et 


ſtaken as it is in the Right. 


1 And he ſays particularly, that they are of- 
teen miſtaken in their Judgments of Verſes 
ſi, which have been writ by their Forefathers. 
. veteres ita miratur laudatque poetas, 
bt nh! anteferat, nihilillis comparet, errat. 
„i quedam nimis antique, ſi pleraque dire 


„Dicere credit eos, iguade multa fatetur, 
Et ſapit, & mecum facit & Jove judicat 


ow is not here a Motto very judiciouſly 
Fhoſen? For from theſe Verſes of Horace, 
e may juſtly make this Obſervation, that 
Man by his real Approbation and Imper- 
nent Commendation of ſuperannuated 


- © Ehimes, not only puts himſelf upon an e- 
* Aual Foot with the Rabble, but ev'n of the 
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Paper, that the Multitude is as often mi- 


Unterdum Vulgus reftum videt, eft ubi Peccat. 


molt 
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moſt injudicious and fooliſh part of the Rab. 


ble? 


In fine, Horace Was ſo far from being of 


Opinion, that the univerſal Approbation of 
the Multitude was the Taſte and Touch. 
ſtone of good Poetry, that in the laſt Satyr 


of his firſt Book, he adviſes the Poet oi 


his Formation to take no manner of Care 
about pleaſing them. 


——Negque Te, ut miretur turba labores 
Contentus paucis lectoribus. 


Now this Advice of Horace muſt either be 
impertinent and wrong, or the Approbati. 
on of the Multitude is a Sign of an ill Poem, 
But 'tis time to ſee how this judicious Au- 
thor goes on. 

I know nothing that more ſhews the ef: 
fential and inherent Perfection of Simpli 
city f Thought, above that which I cal 
the Gothick manner in writing, than this 
that the firſt pleaſes all kinds of Palates, 
and the latter only ſuch as have formed i 


themſelves a wrong artificial Taſte up 


little fanciful Authors and Writers of Epi 
grams. Homer, Virgil, or Milton, /« fat 
as the Language of their Poems is under 
ſtood, will pleaſe a Reader of plain com 
mon Senſe, that would neither reliſh nt 
comprehend an Epigram of Martial, or 4 


Poem of Cowley ; /0 on the contrary, an o 
6 | ina 
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b. Vinary Song or Ballad that is the Delight 
bf che common People, cannot fail to pleaſe 
ll ſuch Readers as are not unqualified for the 
Entertainment by their Affeckation or their 
Ignorance, and the Reaſon is plain, becauſe 
he ſame Paintings of Nature which re- 
bommend it to the moſt ordinary Reader, wil 
pear beautiful to the moſt refin'd. 
Now, Sir, can any thing be more plain, 
Ethan that the SpeZator here cannot mean 
what he ſays? Becauſe tis impoſlible for a 
Man of common Senſe, much leſs for one 
pf his notable Parts, to be guilty of ſo many 
bſurdities as there are in this little Para- 
Epraph. I will make no Objection at pre- 
ent about the Gothic Taſte. I think] 
ave call'd it ſomewhere ſo my ſelf, tho' 
tis certain that the pointed conceited way 
f Wit was in Faſhion long before the Gorhs 
pl. rere either a Name or a Nation. For you 
call {nd it not only in Florus, in Martial, in 
heneca, in Tacitus, but even in ſome of the 
Writers of Auguſtus Ceſar's Age, as Ovid 


d nd Paterculus. But here are more Im- 
pm portant Errors to be taken Notice of. For 
Epi. Wilt, the Hpectator would make us believe 
far bar all People are Judges of Simplicity of 
ders j hought, and that the Rabble are better 


Judges of it, than they who have had a gene- 
Nous Education. That more People compre- 
end the Excellency of Homer, and Virgil, 
nd Milton, than the Beauties of n 
8 an 
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and Cowley, tho" perhaps there are not ten 
Perſons living who know all the Merit of 
Virgil, and Miltons Paradiſe Loſt: had 

been printed forty . Years before it wa 

known to the greateſt Part of England, that 

there barely was ſuch a Book. He would 

further inſinuate, that all thoſe Songs d 
Ballads, which are the delight of the Rab. 
ble, cannot fail to pleaſe all ſuch Reader; 
as are not unqualified: for the Entertain. 
ment by their Affectation or their Igno. 
rance; as if Men of Education in Great Bri. 
tain were more ignorant than the Rabblg 
or it requir'd an extraordinary Stock 0 
Knowledge to comprehend the Excellence 
of old Dogrel. The Reaſon which be 
gives for this, and which he ſays is plain 
is, becauſe the ſame Paintings of - Natur 
which recommend it to the moſt ordinary 
Reader, will appear beautiful to the mot IM 
refin'd; as if ſome faint and 1mpertetl 
Touches of Nature might not recommend 
a thing to thoſe by reaſon of their Ign-i 
rance or their Stupidity, know not ho 
far an Author ought to go in ſuch a Cari 
to expreſs the Truth of Nature, which 
faint and imperfect Strokes would by no 
means ſatisfy thoſe who are able to judgl 
of that Truth. unt An | 

Sir, the Hpectator imagines here, thi 
there is nothing contrary to Simplicity d 
Thought, but thai pointed conceiied 10 
0 
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of writing which we mention'd above, 


f 
if Whereas Simplicity of Thought, is Thought 
nich naturally ariſes from the Subject, 


Ideas which bear a juſt Proportion to the 
Things they repreſent, and which the Sub- 
ect ſeems of it {elf as it were to offer to 


f we truly conſider what Simplicity of 
Whought in Poetry is, we ſhall find that 
pere are three things which are equally 
diſtant from it, and thoſe are, Imbecility, 
Affectation and Extravagance; Imbecility, 
de ren a Man wants Force to come up to 
e Truth of Nature; Affectation, when a 
nct ; an goes beſide it, thro' Error, Luxury 
end Wantonneſs of Soul; and Extravagance, 
an, Ihen a Man goes beyond it, thro' a falſe and 
ure -tim'd Effort to ſhew his Strength and 
an ö excellence. We ſhall find too that Sim- 
nol Wlicity of Thought is not ſufficient to make 
fed hat we call Metre Poetry; that there mult 
end te likewiſe a Simplicity of Expreſlion'; 
ond Whatadimplicity of Expreſſion is an Expreſſi- 
hon which is according to Nature, that is an 
Cal Rxpreſſion proportion'd to the Ideas, as they 
niche to the Things, and that conſequently 
do den the Expreſſion in great Subjects, and 
udge you Thoughts is ſimple, when it is 
aiſionate, figurative, founding and har- 
the nonious; and that an Author, who in 
ty great Subjects and in great Thoughts ſhews 
| * n Expreſſion, which comes ſhort: of _ 
* ew 


ps, inſtead of our obtruding them upon that. 
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ſhews not a Simplicity but an Imbecility of 
Expreſſion. In ſhort, as all the Heroick 
Virtues are compatible with Simplicity of 
Heart, ſo all the Magnificence of the maſ 
pompous Eloquence is on ſome Occaſion 
conſiſtent with Simplicity of Style. Bu 
now let us ſee a little how the Spas 
Zor goes on. E es 24 357 2.150 7 eee | 
he old Song of Chevy Chaſe, ſays hg, 
it is the favourite Ballad of the common Pr; 
4 pile of England; and Ben Johnſon: 27 
bl ſay, he had rather have been the Authar of 
1 it, than of all bis Works. Sir Philip Sd- 
ney, in his Diſcourſe of Poetry, ſpeali if 
it in the following Words... I never: heard 
the old Song of Piercy and Douglas, that 1 
found not my Heart more mov d thu 
| with a Trumpet, and yet it wes ſung hy 
Wl ſome blind Crowder. with a Voice as rough 
1 "as his Style, any, 5 14 vil apparneh 
led in the Duſt aad Cobweb of that u% 
civil Age, what would it work trimm d it 
the gorgeous Eloquence of Pindar? For my 
own part, lays the Spectator, I am fo pro 
feſſed an Admirer of this antiquated So 
that I ſhall gtue my Reader a Critick up 


it, without any further Apology for ſo d. 
Zug. 41 13+; ©2200 b 

Now, Sir, as I ſhew'd you before by bs 
Sophiſtry, that the Spectator is not in ei- 
neſt ; ſo here it may appear by the Auth 
rities he brings that he is not in Jeſt. I a 


ſo 


— 
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z o very well convinced of the ſolid Judg- 


Wlk'dat that rate; (which will not abſo- 
f | tely pretend to deny, tho' 1 very much 


Jidicule ſome of the ſottiſh Admirers of 
Pat obſolere Song. As for Sir Philip $1d- 
Gy, do but obſerve the Expreſſion which 
rat noble Gentleman uſes; he tells us not 
What his Heart was moved by the Song of 
ierey and Douglas as often as he read it, 
Sr beard it read, but as often as he heard 
fung, nay, tho' it was ſung by an old 
Frowder. 1 ſhrewdly ſuſpect that there 
Were ſome martial Notes in this old Go- 
Piet Tune, which very much contributed 
fo the working that Effect upon Sir Philip 
ney; But inſtead of athrming that Sir 


rel ends toinſinuate that he falls too ſhort ; for 
e ecta tor vindicates the very Expreſ- 
1 1 on of Chevy Chaſe, in which one thing, I 


uſt confeſs, he does ſeem to me to come 
mething near to a Jeſt, and to make a 
ne ironical Ridicule upon Sir Philip Fid- 
ey." But be theſe things as they will, be- 


N 
pris 
ond, 
11 
12 


riticiſm I have and ſhall oppoſe. greater 


y bs®uthoricies to theſe, I ſhall confound them 


uth0-Whoriry could ever ſtand; and by thewing 
lunge Nature of Poetry, and what it is that 
{0 N | con- 


nent of Ben. Jobnſon, that if Ben. ever 


Noubt it) he only did it to laugh, and to 


Philip Sidney has gone too far, he pre- 


des that thro' the whole Courſe of this 
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conſtitutes the Difference between thatanj 
Proſe, ſhall make it appear that the Writs 
of this old Song, in ſpighit of the pplauſ 
of ſo many Ages, never knew what Poetr 
was. la order to which, let us give ven 
near the ſame Account of it that we for 
merly did in the Grounds: of Criticiſm 
Poetry. l b. Jenn 1 665 
Poetry then is an Art, by which a Poꝶ 

excites Paſſion, (and to that very end et 
tertains. Senſe) by a bold and figuratit 
Language, and by meaſur'd harmomons h 
riods, in order to ſatisfy and improve, it 
delight and reform the Mind, and fot 
make Mankind happier and better. 
Poetry therefore is Poetry, becauſe i 
more paſlionate and ſenfual than Proſe. 
Poet has two ways of exciting Patlio 
The one by the Figurativeneſs, and the othet 
by the Harmony of his Expreflion ; buttit 
Figures contribute more to the excititf 
of Paſſion than Harmony. A Diſcourk 
that is writ in ſmooth and tolerable Nun 
bers, if tis not figurative can be but me: 
ſar'd Proſe ; but a Diſcourſe that is eve 
where bold and figurative, and conſequent 
ly every where extremely pathetick, is c- 
tainly Poetry without Numbers. Belid 
this alone is a cohvincing Proof that a 
gurative Expreſſion is more eſſentia 
Poetry than Harmony, vig. that Harmony 
ſelf, if *tis any thing perfect, depends i 
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Mengornire Expreffibn; there bein no 
gattfple- among we Antients — of 


n 

f Nen PdegealMſok, without figu- 
5 athye Language. But as the Language of 
1 ey in- peer INS) be bold and figu- 


ation" the Language of great and exalted 

Poetry is to be very bold and figurative. The 

Doctrine of Horace is EXachy anſwerable 

0 thist Dad z 21 75 ! 
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frimum ego me — dederim TE efe 

poerac, 

xre 

dam 

Dixeris eſſe farioimogueiqui Rribat, ut i nos, 

ſermoni 7 rn Puter bunc eſſe poet am. 
cui mens divinior, atque or 

2 der Muffe bfu hono- 

W. 

deirco quidam, G eels necne poema 

Nr, zuæ iber: guod acer piritus, ac vis, 

ec verbis, nec rebus Ineſt - viſi 7 quod pede 
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eve 07057 IE 
guenter be tells us Fall une things in a very 
is ciWonſpietious manner. Firſt, that poetical 
Zeſig leaſures are not ſufficient to conffititte a 
ta Van a Poet. FO 
rial ngk ni 27 : 
non) a Ni enim , contludere verfum 
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N that there wat be great Pali 
on, and a bold and a figurative Language, 
nay very bold and very. nee 78 
I neenium cui : fi rt, cui Mens divinior, atque 0 
Magna ſonatur um: der nominis . hh 
norem. | 


And Thirdly, That it was to he que: 
{tioned whether any thing but the great Ta 
exalted Poetry was properly. n 


: deirco quidam, Comædia necne poema 
Eſſet queſivere : quod acer Mir itas, ac vis 
Nec verbis, nec rebus neſt. 


Boileau 18 exactly of the ſame Opinion, ul 


has in his Ninth Satyr as it were interpret 
ed part of this Failage of bord 


Mats Repondez un peu, 9” elle 1 verve ind. 
ſerete | 

Sans avenu des nenf ſeurs Vous C rend 
Poete? 


Senties vous dites may ces oli, frail 
ports, | 
Qui d un Eſprit Divin, font mou voir es 2 
. ſorts. | 1285 
And in his Eighth Reflection upon I. 
ginus, he tells us plainly. that Monliel 


Ferrault having tranſlated the beginn 
| 0 


* 
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Pe the firſt Ode of Pinder without Figures, 
as tranſlated it without Poetr r. 

Ss Rapin is exactly of the ſame Mind in his 
rwenty Ninth ection upon Poetry in 


Fourth of his Georgicks, ſpeaks of the 


Terms of Court, Legions, Armies, Com- 


ur, ats, Fields of Battel, Kings, — there Sol- 
and Niers, that by this figurative and lofty man- 


Wer he may exalt the Lowneſs of his Mat- 
er; be adds - - 0 441 


I iroile, ne dit preſque rien dans le propre, 
. b ceſt en quoy e Je. grand art de la 


1 
7 
* 


Prefie, de dire Figurement preſque tout ce 


Woes memes. Enfits le Poete doit ſcavoir 
de methode pour les Figures.” Ce weſt 
We par les Figures qu'il donne de la Force 
gu il dit. Et ce weſt que par les Figures 
wovemens de [ame devieunent' ardens & 


nne g. Which is in Engliſh thus. 
Thus a great Maſter like Virgil ſcarce 


Is any thing in plain Language; and the 
nc <2t Art of Poetry conſiſts in ſaying al- 
innu ot every thing that is ſaid figuratively. 


A | For 


Neneral. For having told us that Virgil in 


Bees every where in the metaphorical 


8 Ceft ainſi qu un grand Ouvrier comme 


? welle dit. Car d ordinaire les” Figures 
E mrnifſent des plus rands: images que les 


toutes choſes, ce que Eloquence ad art 


x Paſſions, de J eclat aux Diſtonrs, du 
1s aux Ratſons, & de J agreement' a tout 


Kc ˙ê]72lt 1A 2 en tA: —— 2 ——ß—ß—ßůꝛßvß;ð᷑—rJ — — 


plus wives de I Eloquence, que tous les 
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For the Figures generally ſupply use with 

Images greater than che Things the mſelves 

[1 In ſhort, a Poet oughit to be poſſeſſed a 
1 all that Art and that\Mettiod in which E 
{| | loquence is defigh'd to inſtruct us Withn 
| gard to the Figures, They ate the Figure 

| that enable him to give Force to the Pa 
ſions, N pre to the Diction and to it 

. Periods, Weight to his Arguments, and 
| Charms to all that he ſays. And tis any 


by the livelieſt Figures. of Eloquence thy 
all the Motions of the Soul become ardent 
angpathegcik; on nh e vl 
As for Simplicity, of which the Heal 
tor boaſts ſo much, the foreſaid Rapin hi 
remarkably told us, in his Twenty Seven 
Reflection, that the Simplicity of "Thought 
and even Simplicity of Expreſſion in gtei 
Subjects is not incompatible with the grettel 
Pomp and Magnificence. For Simplicin 
of Thought and Simplicity of Expreſſion 
nothing but ſuch Thought and fuch E 
1 pre ſſion, as Nature in ſuch and ſuch Cas 
bl. voluntarily ſuggeſts and dictates. to us. 
j La Troifieme qualite de la Diction, lvl 
 Rapin, eſi quelie ſoit naturelle, ſans afits 
Fations, felon les Regles de Ig Bienſau 
| S du bon ſens. Les Phraſes trop etuditt 
i] um Style trop fleury, les Manzeres trop cl 
| paljees, les Beaux mots, les termes trop in 
cherchees, & toutes les Expreſſions exit 
ordinaries, ſont inſupportable a la veritai 
' Poeſie. La ſeule Simplicue lu) a 
| | FL 
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th our ene elle fait ſuutemue de nobleſſe & 


1 2 grandeur : maiscette fimplicite neſt con- 
of hue: queen er gran der ams. C'eſt le chef 
Ene de la Pocſie, & le caractere de 


Homare i de Firgile. Les iguoraus y cher- 
ent de Þ Eſprit s des Beaux Senti- 


| ent, parce gu'ils font ignorans. La Di- 


in doitietre\refeude © eclatante, Ceſt ſa 
uct ice qualtte Car tout ce qui eſt com- 
ur orndimaire dans les Termes, ne luy 
pai propre. Il faut des paroles, qui 
len ent rien de Bas, & de Fulgaire; une 
7 dition noble © magnifique, des expreſſions 


er, des douleurs Vives, des traits har dis. 
b, i faut un Diſcours qui purſſe ega- 
en r grandeur des Idee dq un Ouvrier, qui 
uo tetre le Createurn de ſon owurage. La 
red imme qualit“ de la Diction eft detre 
ate rene pour ſoutenir cet air grand © 
ici a/e/ieur dont ſe ſert la pocſie, & pour 
an rmer toute la Force, toute la Dignite 
"Ev WF" grandes choſes qu elle dit. Il ne luy 


ut gue des. Terme propres a Remplir la 
uche, & à contenter lies oreilles, pour 
nir a ce merveilleux, quelle recherche en 
wrerchoſes, Mais ce u eſt pas aſſez qu'il 


ene de la grandeur, & de la magnificence 
dite α , Expreſſion, il doit y avoir auſſi, de 


Chaleur, © de la Vehemence, & i faut 
r tout, qu'il regne dans les Diſcours, un 
tam Air de Grace & de Delicateſſe, qui 
faſſe le principal ornem?nt, & la Beaute 
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la plus uni ver ſelle. Which moſt remarkab Wi 
Paſſage is render'd thus wan 
The Third Quality of the Diction is that 
it ought to be natural, without any ma 
ner of Affectation, according to the Rua 
of Decorum and of good Senſe. -»Phrais 
that appear too much ſtudied, a Style thy 
is too florid, a Manner that is too nicehſ 
wrought, Things that are finely ſaid, Term 
that are too far fetch'd, and all \Exprel 
ſions that are windy and ſwell Le 
are inſupportable to the true Poetry. On 
Simplicity can agree with it, provided thi 
Simplicity be fuſtain'd by Nobility u 
by Greatneſs. But that is a Simplicity wid 
which only great Souls are acquaintel 
Tis the Maſter- work of Poetry, and th 
Character of Homer and Virgil. The 1 
norant look for what they call Wit and a 
Thoughts, becauſe they are ignorant. TU 
fourth Quality of the Diction is, that it 
exalted and ſonorous. For everything thu 
is vulgar in the Expreſſion is below it. 
requires Words which have nothing that 
baſe and common in them, a Diction tr 
is noble and magnificent, Expreſſions tl 
are ſtrong, and Colours that are lively, 
daring and audacious Strokes.” It requii 
to ſay all, a Diſcourſe that is able to con; 
up to the Greatneſs of that Workman 
Ideas, who ought to be the Maker il 


Creator of his own Works. The 0 
w | 


1 
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oualtyiof che Diction is that it be harmo 
nious, that it may maintain that great and 
majeſtick Air, with which Poetry is wont 
to adorn it ſelf, and may expreſs all the 
Force and the utmoſt NPC the great 
Things which it utters. It ought to reject 
all Terms but 'thoſe that are proper to fill 
che Mouth and content the- Kar, that it 
may attain to that Sublime and that Won- 


9 derful, which it always and every where 


aims at. But tis not ſufficient! that there 
be Greatneſs and Magnificence-in the Ex- 
preſſion, there ought to be likewiſe Ardor 
and Vehemence, and there ought eſpecially 
to reign throughout the Diſcourſe, a fine, 


WT a graceful, and a delicate Air, which ought 


to appear its 1 — Ornament, and its 
moſt univerſal Beauty, yr. 
Now what one of theſe great Qualities 
has the old Ballad of Chevy Chaſe? Of all 
the Lines which the Captain has quoted, 
tis remarkable, that there is but one which 
has any thing like a Figure in it. Now tho' 
the Subject of that Song is noble, yet there 
being nothing figurative in it, tis plain by 
contequenceꝭ that there is nothing great, 
nothing noble in it; no Magnificence, no 
Vehemence, no Painting, no Poetry. To 
compare any of the Paſlages in it to Virgil 
is ridiculous, and a Man may as well com- 
pare a dead Man to a living. For Exam- 


ple, 
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The Hounds ran aaiftly, thre? the Hed 
The mimble Deen ſo tam 85 
Aud with thair Cries tbe Hills ond Date 

Au Bech ſort n . Debt: 


. * * 
Feen 
rr 


And char of Vigil. pe rbk ish 


— oi chat iugents; elemore Citheros . 

Taygetiqus canes, Wenke 2 
 8gHerum, 

Et vox alle 2 nemeran ingeminate feng. 


What is there in che firk but what is vile 
and trivial? What Pleughman, what Tink: 
er, what Trull is not capable of ſaying the 
Ike? But that of Virgil. where he gives 
Nota to the Mountains, and Voice, Con- 
ſent and Soul to the Words, is ſo hold, fo 
Lene e ſo > POMPONS, ſa harmonious, hat 

an. muſt: be Virgil himſelf to ſay it 
What can be more ridiculous,: nay more 
monſtrous, than to find: any thing reſem- 
bling in the following abominable Dogrel 


Sir r Charles Martell of Ratcliffe too, 
His Siſter's Son wwas he; | 

Sir David Lamb /o well efleem's, 

Zet ſaved could not be. 


g 5 B > I N W ng 1 
elt & Riphrnr) eien, me, 
Lui fuit in Tencrit & ſeruantiſimus Aqui 


And the followiny:Verſes of Ving, 


Dis aliter viſum. Oo NNN 
i K do e pA JI Y IR. ZZ REIJ'ID * , 
Where the divine Harmony is the Reſult 


Jof uncommon Paſſion, and productive of 
Ino vulgar Paſſion. Thus we ſer, that in 
ſpight of the pretended Reſemblance, the 
old Dogrel is contemptible, and Virgil is 
incomparable and immitable. One might 


4 E with a great deal more Juſtice pretend, that 
it. there is a Reſemblance between the 148th 


Palm of Sternbuld, and that admirable 


ile Hymn of Milton in the Fifth Book of Pa- 
ik- {Wr44/e Loſt. And yet we need only tran- 
the Þicribe them both, and place them together 
ves here, to convince the Reader, that the one 
on: is bald, and vile, and wretched, and the o- 
fo ther great and exalted Poetry. Let us be- 


hat I ein with the Pſalm of Scerabold. 


ore ¶ Give land unto the Lord 

m- From Heav'n that ts fo high, 

rel, Praiſe him u Deed and Word 
Above the ſlarry Sky. 


And atyfo ye ' 
. His Angels all, 
| Armies Royal, 
| Praiſe joyfully. 
And | Pr aiſe 
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LIE TrERASs 
Praiſe Him both Sun and Moon, 

] hich are fo clear and * 
The ſame of yon N 

Ze glittering Stars of Night. 


be done, 


And ye no leſs, 

Te Heav'ns fair, 

And Clouds o th Air, 
His Laud expreſs... 


For at his Word they were _. 
All formed as we ſee, 
At his Voice did appear 
All things, in their Degree. 


A Law 


Which be ſet faſt, 
To them he made 


and. Trade 


 Alway to laſt. 

Extol and ER God's Name 

On Earth, ye Dragons fell. 

Al Deeps do ye the ſame, 
For it becomes ye well. 


Him ma 
Fire 

And Kt 
At his 


agnify, 
ail, Ice, Snow, 
orms that blow 
Decree. © 


The Hills and Mountains all 
And Trees that fruitful are, 

The Cedars great and tall! 
His worthy Praiſe declare. 

Beaſts and Cattel, 

Tea Birds flying, 

And Worms creepiu 


That on 


Earth dwell. 
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Thus have we laid before the Reader the 
contemptible Dogrel of Hoptins; a Ver- 
© con which is deſpieabſe Dogrel in ſpight of 
its being figurative. For every Line here 
is a different 1 But theſe are 
Figures Which are another Perſon's, which 
© the Tranſverſer repeats like a Parrot, with- 
out underſtanding them, and without bein 
movd by them, and which conſequently 
have neither Paſſion nor Sublimity to ſu- 
Iſtain them. For 'tis a juſt Obſervation 
which is made by Longinus, that as the Fi- 
gures ſupport the pathetick and the ſub- 
ume, they are wonderfully ſupported by 
each of them. Let us now ſee how the 
Force of Miiton's Genius hides and con- 
ceals the Aſſiſtance of Art, while theſe lof- 
ty Figures, at the very time that the 
raiſe and tranſport his exalted Soul, are lo 
in his Enthuſiaſm and his Sublimity, as the 
glittering of numberleſs Stars is ſwallow'd 
Band loſt in the blaze of Day, and that gold- 
en Deluge of Light which on every fide 
over whelms them. The following Hymn 
is ſpoken by our firſt Parents, in the Mor- 
ning, at what time they firſt come out of 
the Bower in Paradiſe, and ſurvey the 
Works of God which the ſpringing Day 
has reſtor'd to them. | | 


| Theſe are thy glorious Works, parent of Good, 
| Almighty, Thine this univerſal a . 
bus 
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Bear 2819007 Wings, and in your: Noter hit 
Praiſe: 
Ze that in Waters glides and ye that Wajh 
The Earth, and ſtately tread, or 7" creep, 
Witneſs. if I be ſilent Morn or Even, 
To Hill or Valley, Fountain or freſh Shades, 
_— voral by * Hoge 4 bangt 0H 
Pras ſe: « 2 
ail univerſal Lord, he Aue fill, 
To give us on by Gopd, and if tbe Night 
Has gather 7 10 of of evil or — 
Diſperſe it as Light dijpels: e. Der 


Now 1 think nothing can be more plea 
than that notwithſtanding the ſame Pſaln 
of David is the groundwork both of Mi 
ton and Sternhold, and notwithſtanding 1 
vain Appearance which may delude thoſe 
who are not able to diſtinguiſh, there is 1 
more Reſemblance between the Hymn of 
Milton, and the Verſion of Stermbols, than 
there is between Light and Darkneſs, Hen 
and Cold, Life and Death, Heaven and 
Earth, the Graces and Deformity, no not 
withſtandin they both make uſe of the 
very ſame 5 but thoſe Figures in 
Sternhold are dead, and he himſelf ſeems 
dead: and while he pretends to give Lit 
and Soul, and Thought, and Spirit, and 
Motion, even to the inſenſible and inant- 
mated: Parts of the Univerſe ; he is him 
ſelf without Spirit, or Lite, or Soul, 0! 

RY T hought, 


Thought, or Motion; while Milton's 


res, appears te give Life, and Soul, and 
ente their ſeveral Objects; and ſeems 
to equal theſe ſeveral mighty Objects in their 
diſti guiſhin Qualities, to be lofty as the 
Heav n and ſolid as the Earth, firey as the 
Sun, and changing as the Moon; ſwift as the 
Winds, and ſtrong, and terrible, and ſo- 
norous as the Arms and Mouths of the 


ner of Reſemblance between the Hymn and 
the Verſion, which ſeem to have ſeveral 
things in common, what Shadow of Like- 


= neſs can there be between Virgil and Eng- 
% Dogrel, where there is nothing com- 


mon between them, nor Ground-work, 
nor Figure, nor Harmony; the Dogrel be- 
ing utterly deſtitute both of Figure and 
Harmony, and conſequently void of the 


rom Proſe. 


1 am, 


11 2 4&7 © 

> a . 
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matchleſs Genius, animating the ſeveral Fi- 


great Deep. Since then there is no man- 


2 „% „» 


great Qualities which diſtinguiſh Poetry 


Dur, &c. 
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TO 
The Maſter of the REV ELs. 


Writ upon the firſt acting of a Pla) 
calÞd, the Succeſsful Pyrate. 


SIR, | 
Have ſo much Concern for your Re- 
putation, that I think it my Duty toac- 
quaint you, that you have been very: {- 
verely cenſur'd for licenſing the hl 
Play. Never, ſay they, was the Stage pro- 
ſtituted to ſo vile a degree before. It has 
more than once been accus'd of promoting 
Vice, but was never tax'd till now with en- 
couraging Villany. And is the Man, ay 
they, who is ſer over it to reſtrain it from 
encouraging Vice, is he become inſtrumen- 
tal in its promoting Villany? and ſuch Vil 


— 


lany, ſuch a Complication of contemptible 
Folly, and of dreadful abominable Wick- 
edneſs, as was never beheld upon any Stage 
before. Good God! ſay they, was an) 
thing wanting to the Extravagance of this 


dege- 


degenerate Age, but the making a Tar 
wlin and a Swabber, and a living Tar- 
pawlin and a Swabber, the Hero of a Tra- 
gedy? who, at the fame time that he is 
ſtruttiog in Buskins here, is lolling at Ma- 
dicaſear with ſome drunken ſun- burnt 
Whore over a Can of Flip. The greateſt 
Rogue and the moſt deteſtable Villain that 
yer the Sun or Moon beheld, baniſh'd'not 
fly from his own but from all Countries, 
leclar'd the Peſt of all Human Society, and 
urſued to Death as a devoted Creature, 
dious and noxious to Mankind, the Stage 
f whoſe Tragedy, if he is caught in Eng- 
ud will undoubtedly be at Wapping. Men 
common Senſe are in Amazement, and 


e- ing up their Hands and their Eyes, ex- 
all aim, what could this judicious Author 
ro- ein, by introducing upon the Stage a 
has Nero of Zxecurion-Dock, unleſs that a 
ing Whiaratter might be ſhewn which ſhould be 
en- ought adequate to the Player, and that 
ſay e Heroe of a Tragedy might at length 


produced which might be aRed to the 


gen- Life. And this Rogue is chriſten'd 
Vil- Pooth he Succe ſeful Pyrate: But ſure, 
tible they, this pious Chriſtian had moſt Pa- 
ick: Wb Godfathers. For is not this Name, ſay 
Stage WF!) a Namie of notable Inſtruction and of 
; an) Ne Morality ? Does it not ſpeak plainly to 


f this following Purpoſe? Men, Brethren, 
dege Children, if any of you have a mind 
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a trading People. As I ſaid at firlh 
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to puſn on your Fortunes, or ſupply yo 
9 by ſuch vigorous Methode | 
Fools call wicked and violent, begin yi 
be Rogues and proſper. We will encoy. 
rage you to go on, and to diſpel the ide 
and vain Fears of Providence and Divine 
Vengeance, by ſhewing a greater Rogulii 
than any of you can pretend to be, an 
ſhewing him proſperous and ſucceſsfy 
And we here declare upon our Honour 
that if any of you Gentlemen of tal 
Galleries have a mind to turn Robben 
upon the high Seas, to plunder 
Ships, and to fill our Jayls with our Me 
chants, and our Hoſpitals with the 
Wives and Children, we here declar 
that if he ſucceeds, rather than that far 
tunate Rogue ſhould not be celebrate 
we will not only act him, but write hit 
our ſelves according to the beſt of 0 
damnable Talents. This, ſay the Pa 
ſons mention'd above, is the bleſſed M 
ral of this Play, which muſt needs 
wonderfully agreeable to a civiliz'd a 


thought it my Duty to acquaint 9e 
with this. 
Jam, 


SI R, 
Your, & 


T 
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Sent with a Cicero, which J had bor- 


urs 

def bim, in a very ſmall Print 
ol 8 

in s I R, 

- l Here ſend you back your Cicero; as ! 
* | would return a Friend's Miſtreſs to him 
o had entruſted me with her, untouch'd, 
5 tho' much deſir'd, and tho' very willing. 
<a That I have an extream Paſſion for Cicero 
» EK but Truth; but if I ſhould ſay of him, as 
W i Spark did of a fair Lady, that I love him 
\ I re than my Eyes which made me love 
1s him, that would be Hyperbolical. Being 


ſt willing then to preſerve my Eyes for all my 
"I Friends, for my mortal Friends in Cloth, 
ind Drugget, and Silk, and Crape, and 
Linſey Woolſey; and for my immortal 
Friends in Leather, and for Cicero among 
J ihe reſt, tho” laſt not leaſt belov'd, I here 
oF '<rurn him to you, and defire you to de- 
„ er Sir John Marſham into the Hands of 
9 'T "03 the 


1 10. SERGEAN T, Eſq; 
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the Bearer. That is, indeed, as the Fable 
has it, to lay the ce Sek dead Sphinx up- 
on an Aſs. But the ht was a ſort 0 
an Antiqua, and an 5 you know was: 
Beaſt re ſpeed by Antiquity. 


Jam, 
Tower, 


Feb. 10. 1712. SIT R, 


Tour, &c. 


2 


0 1 1 | : 
Am not able to give you the DireRions 
| you deſire, to find Mr, B—— K ——, 

or have J ſeen him lately, nor will I ever 

ee him more if I can help it. I hate a 

raitor who is always bragging of his Ho- 

our and Honeſty. The Men of Honour 


\&ions ſpeak for them. I never in all my 
ife- time knew a Man who often bragg'd 
Mt his Honour, or a Woman who often 
boaſted of her Chaſtity, but the one was 


ile enough to bring a Pillory into freſh 
Viſgrace. When a Man boaſts of his own 
noral Virtues, is a ſign for the moſt part 
hat he is conſcious of the contrary Vices, 
nd ſo has recourſe to bragging to blind the 
yes of thoſe with whom he converſes. But 
ie very Trick, by which he cheats Fools, diſ- 
overs him to Men of common Senſe; and 


T 0 O 4 ſo 


nd Honeſty never bragg. They let their 


true bred Whore, and the other a Raſcal 
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ſo his Brains are like the Foxes Heels, b). 
which the Beaſt eſcapes from Mungrils, but 
is betray'd to the Hounds, The greatef 
Coward boaſts moſt of his Courage. The 
eternal talkative noifie Fool, of his Senſe 
Even talking perpetually is implicit brag. 
ging. For why thould a Man talk alwaj; 
more than his Company, if he did not be. 
lieve that Nature had given him a Call for 
it, and made him a perpetual Dictator? One 
Hypocrite makes more Noiſe and mor: 
Shew of his Zeal than twenty real Saints 
There are Bullies in Honour and in Rel 
gion as well as there are in n B— 
R—— is a Bully in all three. The Mn 
who wants Gratitude can have no one Vi- 
tue whatever, e Of FF 7 


am, 


Whitehall, E 
OG. 1716. Wur, & 
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„. BRADLEY. 


LSR. & | 
LHOINCE among the reſt of the Obligati- | 
ons which 1 have to you, you have 
deen ſo generous as to defend me from 
that Accuſation of Il|-nature, which has 
been brought againſt me by ſome who are 
Ho far from knowing tne, that perhaps 
they never ſaw me; I am animated by ſo 
friendly a Proceeding to fend you my 
Thoughts upon this ſubject, as they have 
from time to time come into my Mind, 
bas well as I am able to recolle& them, in 
that ill State of Health under which I la- 
bour at preſent. | 
As chis Accuſation is brought again 
me by thoſe who are utter Strangers to | 
me, it muſt proceed from the Books 1 
which I have publiſh'd, and particularly 
om the Books of Criticiſm. Bur if in 
10 my Criticiſm I am in the right, my very 

being ſo mult be a ſufficient Apology a- 
| g gainſt 


& 


juſt Criticiſm, knows not what is meant 


underſtood ſomething that is agreeable to 


poſſibly denominate him ill-natur'd. 
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gainſt that Accuſation. For he who ac. 
cuſes a Man of Ill-nature for writing | 


by eicher of the Terms, either by Ill- nature 
or Criticiſm. By Ill- nature muſt be meant 
ſomething that is contrary to the true Na. 
ture of Man, as by Good- nature muſt he 


ir, or the one can be no Term of Re. 
proach, nor the other of Commendation, 
But the true Nature of Man muſt conſiſ 
in Reaſon, which diſtinguiſhes him from 
all other Creatures, and therefore no Dif. 
courſe or Action that is reaſonable can 


But as the true Nature of Man is res- 
ſonable, it is likewiſe ſocial z and Man 1; 
therefore the molt ſocial of Creatures, be- 
cauſe he is the moſt reaſonable. Now 4 
juſt Criticiſm is perfectly agreeable to the 
Nature of Man conſider'd as tis facial. For 
what does the good Critic defign ? he 
deſigns to detect and diſgrace Errour, 10 
diſcloſe and honour Truth ; he deſigns the 
Advancement of a noble Art, and by it the 
Intereſt and Glory of his Native Country, 
which depend in no ſmall meafure upon 
the flouriſhing of Arts. | 

If he has the greateſt Goodneſs of Ni 
ture, who has the largeſt ſhare of ſocial 
Virtue; if he has the largeſt ſhare of ſocial 


Virtue, who labours moſt for the Harke 
ne 


— 
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neſs of the Society in which he lives, and 
of all his Fellow-Creatures in general; if 
the Happineſs of ones Native Country, 
and of Humankind in general, depend 
more, under God, upon the Maintenance 
ff Liberty, than upon any other thing 
rhatfoever ; who can juſtly pretend (not 


to Wonly of the Writers of the preſent Age, 
Ne. Mut of the Engliſh Writers in general) to 
on. greater Goodneſs of Nature than my 
it Melk, who have made it the conſtant Buſi- 
on Wheſs of my Life to defend and maintain 


jiberty? Who has taken more delight in 
raiſing her Benefactor, or in branding 
nd defaming her avowed and mortal E- 
emies? In thort, Sir, Liberty has been 
he continual Theme of my Pen, and the 
onſtant Employment of my Life. And 
ave I taken all this Pains for my ſelf? No. 
wanted not common Senſe to diſcern 
hat the Britiſp Liberties would be of 
onger continuance than my Life. Bur the 
prowing Corruptions of my Countrymen 
pave me too juſt grounds to apprehend 
hat Liberty in Great Britain would not 
aſt many» Centuries. I therefore reſol vd 
o caſt in my Mite towards the rendring 
It perpetual in this Ifland. And yer I knew 
very well and foreſaw, that by this very 
Endeavour to ſerve them, I ſhould draw 
upon me the Hatred of a great part of my 
Lountrymen, and by conſequence a 
. thouſand 
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thouſand different Slanders. They have 
given me diſtempers of Body, and defects 


of Mind, of which I have not the leaſt 


Knowledge; and the Opinion of my Il. 
nature has proceeded as much from my 
Endeavours to maintain and prolong Li. 
berty, and by conſequence to perpetu— 
ate Happineſs to them and to their Poſteri. 


ty, as from my detecting and expoſing ſuc. 
ceſsful Poetaſters. For which if I am ſor- 


ry for my ſelf, Iam more forry for ny 


Country, for a People ſo diſpos'd can be 
free no longer than their Rulers are will. 
ing they ſhould be ſo. I am in fo faint 
and languiſhing a Condition, that I can pro- 
ceed no further, tho' I have many things 
to ſay. But I will certainly reſume this 
Subject, if Jever retrieve my Vigour. 


* 


March 20. 1747, 


* 


. . my . 
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To the Right Honourable the 


r Treaſurer GODOLPHIN, 


My Lora, 


| Here ſend your Lordſhip a Dramatick 
Poem, call'd Liberty Aſerted, which I 
rrote before I had the Honour to be 
nown to your Lordſhip, and ſend upon 
ccaſion of its being the firſt Britiſh Play 
hat is acted; that is, the firſt after the 
\ccompliſhment of this Happy Union, 
yhich has been ſo nobly brought about 
y your Lordſhip's Wiſdom, and which 
as aſſerted and enſured the Liberties of 
reat Britain. My Lord, that this Play's 
eing accidentally reviv'd at this extraor- 
ary Juncture, may prove of happy Pre- 
age to the Proſperity . of Great Britain, 
Ind to your Lordſhip's Fame, which muſt 
louriſh Eternally with this Iſland's Proſpe- 
ty, is and ſhall be the zealous and perpe- 
ual Wiſh of, 


cc. 


My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhip's, &c. 
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To his GRACE 
The Duke of Bucx1Nncnanf 
 Writen in the Name aud at the Regui 
cf one who deſign'd to ſend him th 


Lives of ſome of our celebrated Eng 
liſh Poets. We Phe 


N Lonp, gs 

HE whole Body of Eugliſh Narr 
F tive Poets have here the Honour tt 
wait on your Grace, and to deſire yout 
Patronage; of whom the moſt celebrated 
among ſuch of them as were your Conten 
poraries, have ſo often attended upon yd 
{ſeparately to implore your Protection. M 
Lord, thoſe among them who are [vin 
look upon themſelves as Probationers fd 
Fame, and cannot be aſſur'd of that Glc 
ry to which they aſpire, till your Grad 
has giv'n Judgment concerning them. Fe! 
of thoſe who are dead, have been de! 


long enough for the World to be aflur 
| wells 9 


\ 
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f their real Merit, and whether it will be 
Lreat and laſting enough to paſs to our 
ateſt Pofterity. The Opinions of the Pub- 
ick in Things of this nature are variable 
nd uncertain, and the Reputations of Au- 
hors are ſubject to ſtrange Reverſes. 
ever any Poet left a greater Reputation 
ehind him than Mr. Cowley, while Milton 
emain'd obſcure and known but to few. 
gut your Grace knows very well, that the 
Treat Reputation of Cowley did not conti- 
ne half a Century, and that Milton's is 
ow upon the Pinacle of the Temple of 
Fame. Lis hardly poſhble that ſo many 
\oes ſhould have remain'd in the dark with 
regard to almoſt every thing that relates to 
omer, if his Poems had, during his Life 
Wine, been receiv'd with that vaſt, that uni- 

Fverlal Applauſe which they met with after 
is Death. Fannms, an impertinent Ro- 
nan Scribbler, yet found ſo much Succeſs 
In his own Time, and ſo general an Ap- 
probation, that both his Works and his 
Picture were ſet up in the Library, which 
Auguſtus had conſecrated in the Temple of 
Apallo Palat ine, while Horace complains that 
he was neither read nor known, and yet your 
Grace knows very well that this happen d at a 
ume when the Roman Poetry and the Roman 
Taſte were in their Heighth of Excellence. 
but length of Days diſtinguiſh'd juſtly be- 
ween them, and fatisfy'd the World ad 
the 


, 
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the nice Judgment and the fine DiſcerM 
ment of Mecænas and Auguſtus CeſM 
Loengh of Days, my Lord, conſign'd Hora 
to eternal Fame, and Faunius to eter 
Infamy. 1 = 

The whole Body then of Zzg1:/þ Nu 
rative Poets, conſidering this Uncertain [ 
and this Inconſtancy of the People, pro 
ceeding from their Ignorance and then 
want of Taſte, here bring their Cauſes be 
fore your Grace to be tryed by you in th 
laſt Appeal, and depend no further of 
the fallible Decrees of the People, than x 
they ſhallbe affirmed by your Grace's Jud: 
ment, from which they expect an Afl 
rance of Fame and an Earneſt of Immort- 
lity. _ | 
My Lord, it has been the common Cu 
ſtom of Authors on theſe Occaſions to pub- 
liſh a Panegyrick on their Patron's Excel 
lencies, a Cuſtom from which at preſent 
I am oblig'd to deviate, becauſe nothing ii 
leſs entertaining than Stale News, let the; 
ſubje& matter of it be never ſo great and 
glorious. If I ſhould relate with how much 
Bravery in your early Youth you aftront-W 
ed Death in the Cauſe of your Country, 
when at the ſame time you were pofle(s1 
of every thing that makes Mortals fond oi 
Life, when at the fame time you were 
crown'd with Honours, laden with Riches 


and courted by Pleaſure: If I ſhould 4 
the 


N 


* 
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very 5 Art; that you may live to 
ſee the Noble Marqueſs of Normanby in. 
herit his Father's great Qualities and co. 
py his bright Example; to ſee him tj. 
val inSenſe, in Spirit and in Judgment the 
immortal Offspring of your Mind; to ſee 
him rival your own Brutus in defending 
the Rights of his Country and aſſerting the 
Liberties of Mankind, but defending the 
one and aſſerting the other with that glo- 
rious Succeſs, and that tranſcendent Hap. 
pineſs, which ought always to attend the 
Champions of publick Liberty. 


1 am, 


Lo rp, 


Tour Grate's, &i. 
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TO 


WALTER MoYLE, Eſq; 


Dear S I X, 


| Vas ſo very much tyr'd the laſt Poſt 
with ſending away ſeveral Letters, that 
| was incapable of writing any thing that 
could have been agreeable to you, tho' it 
had been never ſo ſhort. I am ſorry to 
Shear of the Complaints you make of 
the Effects of the Spleen. I deſire you to 
pardon my plain-dealing, which proceeds 
purely from that Eſteem and Affection 
which I have always had for you ever ſince 
had the Honour to know you; be- 

lore I venture to tell you, that a Perſon of 
your Fortune and Underſtanding need not 
dave the Spleen any longer than he pleaſes. 
e Spleen is nothing but the Effect of 
dtagnation, and the Motion of vigorous 
Exerciſe muſt and will cure it. Take a 
gentle trotting Horſe, and an honeſt care- 
Ill Servant, and come up and ſee your old 
rnends and this wicked Town but for one 
3 Fort- 


&c. 
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Fortnight, and if the Journey to this Town 
and back again into Cornwal, and the ſtrange 
Sights which you will ſee here, do not 
remove the Spleen for one ſix Months, I 
will be contented to have it for twelve. 
For you who have now been abſent twen. 
ty Years, will find here a Town entirely new; 
new Buildings, new Men, new Manners; 
Avarice, and Luxury, and Profuſion joyn- 
ed in a Triple League, and Liberty, Pro- 
perty and Religion engag'din a Battel Roy. 
al. You will find here entirely new Setts 
of all Sorts of Men; new Players at Cheſs, 
who never could yet {ce two Removes be- 
fore them; new M higs without one Dram 
of Publick Spirit ; and new Wits and Poets 
without one Grain of Common Senſe. You 
will find a new Idol worſhip'd in the 
midit of a Chriſtian Country, a baſe, dirty, 
contemptible Idol, worſhip'd by all that 
once was thought great and noble and eſti- 
mable. You will find his 'Temple in the 
midſt of that Country's Metropolis, a Tem- 
le as dirty and deſpicable as its Deity; a 
emple without either Roof, or Door, or 
Desk, or Pew, or Altar, yet its pragmati- 
cal Prieſts as proud as they are baſe and 
ſordid; his Prieſts compos'd of inſolent 
Cits, and Pe—rs and Pr--—es his humble 
W orſhippers, who humbly worſhip, nay 
abjectly adore both the Idol and his Prieſts; 
you 


— 
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you will ſee his Worſhippers arrive in 
Crowds from Morning to the Evening, and 
| mingled in his "Temple in as monſtrous a 
manner as the Elements were in Chaos, 
where Fire wich Water, Earth with Air 
were blended and confounded. As all theſe 
Sights will be new, 1 believe they will be 
very diverting ; and what will beasnew and 
as diverting as all the reſt, you will ſee in 
this Town old Friends with new Shapes and 
Faces. For Example, you will find your 
od Friend Mr. /—— dwindled to thoſe 
narrow Dimenſions in which you formerly 
beheld me, and your humble Servant en- 
larg'd to his quondam noble Bulk and Pro- 
portions. 


London, May 24. | 
1720, de. 


T4 T O 


LEZTTE AS 


To the Honourable 


Major P ACK. 


Containing ſome remarkable Paſſages if 
Mr. WycHERLEY's Lyfe. 


S 1 R, 


Have lately had the Satisfaction to read 
1 over your Memoirs of Mr. }ycherley, 
which I had laſt Week from Mr. C—, 
and found the Relation very entertainin 
and the Reflections juſt and pathetick. 
I Ss you Hints' of ſome particular 
Paſſages which ſeem either to have 
ſlipt from your Memory, or to have eſca- 
ped your Knowledge, I flatter my ſelf that 
you will receive them kindly, ſince they 
are only ſent with Intention to give you 
an Opportunity, whenever you have a mind 
to retouch your Memoirs, to make them 
more compleat, tho' they cannot be more 
agreeable. 
And now, Sir, to enter upon the Sub- 


jet, without any more Ceremony. I ne- 
| ver 
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ver could learn, either from Mr. Wycherley 
| himſelf, or from Mr. Dryden, or dir Har- 
ry Sheer, or Mr. Walkeden, or from any 
of thoſe who had been longeſt acquainted 
with Mr. Wycherley, that he had ever re- 
{ded at either of our Univerſities. About the 
Age of Fifteen be was ſent for Education 
to the Weſtern Parts of France, either to 
Haintonge or the Angonmors, His Abode 
there- was either upon the Banks of the 
Charante, or very little remov'd from it. 
And he had there the Happineſs to be in 
the Neighbourhood of one of the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd Ladies of the Court of France, 
Madame de Montauſier, whom Voiture has 
made famous by ſeveral very ingenious Let- 
ters, the moſt of which were writ to her 
when ſhe was a Maid, and call'd Mada- 
noiſelle de Rambouillet. I have heard Mr. 
W— fay; that he was often admitted to 
the Converſation of that Lady, who us'd 


11 


ave to call him the Little Hugenot; and that 
ca- young as he was, he was equally pleas'd 
that with the Beauty of her Mind, and with the 
hey races of her Perſon. 

you Upon the writing his firſt Play, which 
nind Wl vas St, Fames's Park, he became acquainted 
hem vith ſeveral of the moſt celebrated W its both 
nore Whotthe Court and Town. The writing of that 


Ply was likewiſe the Occaſion of his becom- 
ng acquainted with one of King Char/es's 
Miſteſles after a very particular manner. 
P 4 — — 
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As Mr. Mycherley was going thro' Pall. mall 
towards St. Zames's in his Chariot, he met 
the foreſaid Lady in hers, who, thruſting 
half her Body our of the Chariot, cry'd 
out aloud to him, Zou, Wycherley, you are 
a Son of a Whore, at the ſame time Jaugh- 
ing aloud and heartily. Perhaps, Sir, if 
you never heard of this Paſſage before, you 
may be ſurpris'd at ſo ſtrange a Greet- 
ing from one of the moſt beautiful and belt 
bred Ladies in the World. Mr. Wycherley 
was certainly very much ſurpris'd at it, yet 
not ſo much but he ſoon apprehended it was 
ſpoke with Alluſion to the latter End of a 
Song in the foremention'd Play, 


ben Parents are Slaves 
Their Brats cannot be any other, 
Great Its and great Braves 
Have always a Punk to their Mother, 


As, during Mr. J/ycherley's Surpriſe, the 
Chariots drove different ways, they were 
ſoon at a conſiderable Diſtance from each 
other, when Mr. J/ycher ley recovering from 
his Surpriſe, ordered his Coachman to drive 
back, and to overtake the Lady. As ſoon 
he got over-againſt her, he ſaid to her, Ma- 
dam, you have been pleaſed to beflow a L iti 
on me which generally belongs to the Fon 
tunate. Will your Ladyſhip be at the Ty 
zo Night? Well, ſhe reply'd, what if I 4 

8 EET... 
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bere? Why then I will be there to wait 
on your Ladyſhip, tho) I diſappoint a very 
fine Woman who has made me an Aſſignati- 
on. Ho, ſaid the, you are ſure to diſappoint 
4 Woman who has favour'd you for one who 
has not. Tes, he reply'd, if ſhe who has 
wt favour'd me is the finer Woman of the 
two. But he who will be couſtant to your 
Ladyſhip, till he can find a finer Woman, is 
ſure to die your Captive. The Lady bluſh'd, 
and bade her Coachman drive away. As 
ſhe was then in all her Bloom, and the moſt 
celebrated Beauty that was then in Eng- 
land, or perhaps that has been in England 
lince, ſhe was touch'd with the Gallantry 
ofthat Compliment. In ſhort, ſhe was that 
Night in the firſt Row of the King's Box 
in Drury Lane, and Mr. WY ycherley in the 
Pit under her, where he entertained her 
during the whole Play. And this, Sir, was 
the begtnning of a Correſpondence between 
theſe two Perſons, which afterwards made 
a great Noiſe in the Town. 

But now, Sir, I ſhall proceed to remind 
you of ſomething more extraordinary, and 
that is, that the Correſpondence between 
Mr. Vycherley and the foreſaid Lady was 
the Occaſion of bringing Mr. Wycherley in- 
to favour with George Duke of Bucbing- 
bam, who was paſſionately in Love with 
that Lady, who was ill treated by her, and 
Fho believed Mr. //ycherley his happy Ri- 


val. 
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val. After the Duke had long ſollicited 
her without obtaining any thing, whether 
the Relation between them ſhock'd her, 
for the was his Couſin-Germain, or whe. 
ther ſhe apprehended that an Intrigue with 
a Perſon of his Rank and Character, a Per. 
ſon upon whom the Eyes of all Men 
were fix'd, muſt of Neceſſity in a little time 
come to the King's Ears, whatever was the 
Cauſe, ſhe refus'd to admit of his Viſits ſo 
long, that at laſt Indignation, Rage and 
Diſdain took Place of his Love, and he re- 
folv'd to ruin her. When he had taken this 
Reſolution, he had her ſo narrowly watch'd 
by his Spies, that he ſoon came to the Know- 
ledge of thoſe whom he had reaſon to be- 
heve his Rivals. And after he knew them, 
he never fail'd to name them aloud, 1n or- 
der to expole the Lady, to all thoſe who 
frequented him, and among others he usd 
to name Mr. J/ycherley. As ſoon as it 
came to the Knowledge of the latter, who 
had all his Expectations from the Court, 
he apprehended: the Conſequence of ſuch 
a Report, if it ſhould reach the King. He 
applied himſelf therefore to Wilmot Lord 
Rocheſter and to Sir Charles Sedley, and 
entreated them to remonſtrate to the Duke 
of Buckingham the Miſchiet which he was 
about to do to one who had not the Ho- 
nour to be known to him, and who had 
never offended him. Upon their opening 


iening to him at the ſame time his own 
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the Matter to the Duke, he cry'd out im- 
mediately, that he did not blame Wycherley, 
he only accus'd his Couſin. Ay, but, they 
reply d, by rendring him ſuſpected of ſuch 
an Intrigue, you are about to ruine him, 
that is, your Grace is about to ruine a Man 
with whoſe Converſation you would be 
pleas'd above all things. Upon this Occaſi- 
Fon they ſaid ſo much of the ſhining Quali- 


ties of Mr. Wycherley, and of the Charms 
of his Converſation, that the Duke, who 
was as 2 Kip in love with Wit, as he was 


with his Kigſwoman, was impatient till he 


was brought to ſup with him, which was 
in two or three Nights. After Supper Mr. 
Wycherley, who was then in the Height 
of his Vigor both of Body and Mind, 
thought himſelf oblig'd to exert himſelf, 
and the Duke was charm'd to that degree, that 
be cry'd out in a Tranſport, By G—— my 
Couſin is in the right of it ; and from that 
very Moment made a Friend of a Man 
whom he believ'd his happy Rival. 

The Duke of Buckingham gave him ſo- 
Id ſenſible Proofs of his Eſteem and Affe- 


Iion. For as he was at the ſame time Ma- 


ter of the Horſe to King Charles, and Co- 
lonel of a Regiment; as Maſter of the Horſe 
he made him one of his Equeries, and as 
Lolonel of a Regiment he made him Cap- 
lain Lieutenant of his own Company, re- 


Pay 
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Pay as Captain, and all other Advantage; 
that could be juſtly made of the Company, 
I remember that about that time I, who 
was come up from the Univerſity to ſee my 
Friends in Town, happen'd to be one Night 
at the Fountain Tavern in the Strand, with 
the late Dr. Duke, David Loggen the 
Painter, and Mr. Wilſon, of whom Orway 
has made honourable Mention in 7 onſin' 
firſt Miſcellany, and that after Supper we 
drank Mr. Wycherley's Health by the Name 
of Captain Myeherley. | 
He was not long after this in ſuch high 
Favour with the King, that that Monarch 
gave him a Proof of his Eſteem and Affe. 
ction, which never any Sovereign Prince 
before had given to an Author who was 
only a private Gentleman. Mr. VMycherig 
happen'd to fall ſick of a Feaver at hi; 
Lodgings in Bow-ſtreet, Covent Garden, 
during which Sickheſs the King did him 
the Honour to viſit him, when finding his 
Feaver indeed abated, but his Body ex-M 
tremely weaken'd, and his Spirits miler- 
ably ſhatter'd, he commanded him, as ſoon 
as he was able to take a Journey, to go to 
the South of France, believing that nothing 
would contribute more to the reſtoring his 
former Vigour, than the gentle ſalutiferou 
Air of Montpelier during the Winter Ses, 
fon. At the ſame time the King was pleas qq; 
to aſſure him, hat as ſoon as he was fr 
pabit 


— 
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pable of taking tbat Journey, he would or- 

der frve hundred Pounds to be paid him to 

defray the Expence of it. 3 

Mr. Wycberley accordingly went into 

France in the beginning of the Winter of 
1678, if I am not miſtaken, and returned 
into England in the latter end of the Spring of 
1679, entirely reſtor'd to his former Vigor 
both of Body and Mind. The King re- 
ceiv'd him with the utmoſt Marks of Fa- 
your, and ſhortly after his Arrival told him 
that he had a Son, who he was reſolv'd 
ſhould be educated like the Son of a King, 
and that he could make Choice of no Man 
ſo proper to be his Governor as Mr. - 
therley ; that for that Service he ſhould have 


was Wlfifteen hundred Pounds a Year paid him, 
or the Payment of which he ſhould have 
his Wan Aſſignment upon three ſeveral Offices, 
den Hrhoſe Names I have forgot, to which the 
him Wing added, that when the Time came that 
g nei Office was to ceaſe, he would take care 
y Cx Wo make ſuch a Proviſion for him as ſhould 
nie- Net him above the Malice of the Worldand 


ortune. 
go to And now, Sir, is it not matter of Won- 
2thingWer, that one of Mr. //ycherley's extraordi- 


ng ary Merit, who was eſteem'd by all the 
ter0UWMmoſt deſerving Perſons of the Court of 
r det Wing Charles the Second, and in high Fa- 
pleas our with the King himſelf, ſhould in a 
145 eule time, after he had received theſe, gra- 

pavi cious 
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cious Offers which ſeem to have made and 
to have fix d his Fortune, be thrown into 
Priſon for bare ſeven hundred Pounds, and 
be ſuffer d to languiſh there during the laſt 
four Years of that Monarch's Reign; forſaken 
by all his Friends at Court and quite aban- 
don'd by the King? "Tis no eaſie matter, 
Sir, to find a more extraordinary Inſtance 
of the Viciflitude of Human Affairs, and 
if the Cauſe of ſo ſtrange an Alteration is 
unknown to you, I dare promiſe my elf 
that you are very deſirous to hear it. 

It was immediately after Mr. #ycherley 
had received theſe gracious Offers from 
the King, that the Water-drinking Seaſon 
coming on, he went down to Tunòbriage to 
take either the Benefit of the Waters or the 
Diverſions of the Place, when walking one 
Day upon the Wells Walk with his Friend 
Mr. Fairbeard of Grey's-Inn, juſt as he 
came up to the Bookſeller's, my Lady Druy- 
heda, a young Widow, rich, noble, and 
beautiful, came to the Bookſeller and en- 
uir'd for the Plain Dealer. Madam, lays 
r. Fairbeard, ſince you are for the Plain 
Dealer, there he is for yen, puſhing Mr. 
Wycherley towards her. Tes, ſays Mr. - 
cherley, this Lady can bear plain Dealing, 
for ſhe appears to be ſo accompliſh'd, that 
what would be Compliment. ſaid to others, 
ſpoke to ber would be plain Dealing. No, 


truly, Sir, ſaid the Lady, 1 am not * 
out 
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wt. my Faults any more than the reſt of my 
ſex, and yet notwithſtanding all my Faults, 
[ love plain Dealing, and never am more 
fond of it than when it tells me of my Faults. 
Then, Madam, ſaid Mr. Fairbeard, you and 
the Plain Dealer /eem deſegn'd by Heaven 
for each other. In ſhort, Mr. J/ycherley 
walk'd with her upon the Walks, waited 
won her home, viſited her daily at her 
Lodgings, while ſhe ſtaid at Tunbridge, and 
iter ſhe went to London, at her Lodgings 
n Hatton Garden, where in a little time he 
got her Conſent to marry her, which he did, 


79 by his Father's Command, without acquaint- 
Fr ng the King; for it was reaſonably ſup- 
wo" pos'd, that the Lady having a great Inde- 


pendant Eſtate, and noble and powerful Re- 


the ations, the acquainting the King with the 
— mended Marriage might be the likelieſt 
0 yay to prevent it. As ſoon as the News 
eric came to Court it was look'd upon as 
** n Affront to the King, and a Contempt of 


is Majeſty's Offers. And Mr. Vycherleys 
0 Conduct after his Marriage made this be 
5 eſented eee For ſeldom or 
Mr ever coming near the Court, he was 

ought downright ungrateful. But the true 


2 Cauſe of his Abſence Was not known, and 
ho ne Court was at that time too much a- 
„m d, and in too much Diſquiet toenquire 
_ * 


uto it. In ſhort, Sir, the Lady was jea- 
bus of him to Diſtraction, jealous to that 
| degree, 


„ 
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degree, that ſhe could not endure that he 
ſhould be one Moment out of her Sight, 
Their Lodgings were in Bow-/treet, Cy. 
vent- Garden, over-againſt the Cock, whi- 
ther if he at any time went with his Friends, 
he was oblig'd to leave the Windows o- 

en, that the Lady might ſee there was no 

oman in Company, or ſhe would be im. 
mediately ina downright raving Condition, 
Whether this outragious Jealouly proceeded 
from the exceſs of her Paſſion, for ſhe lovd 
her Husband with the ſame Violence with 
which ſhe had done her Lover, or from the 
great Things which ſhe had heard reported 
of his manly Proweſs, which were not an- 
ſwer'd by her Experience, or from them 
both together, Mr. /ycherl/ey thought that 
he was oblig'd to humour it, and that he 
could not be too indulgent to a Lady who 
had beſtow'd both her Perſon and her For- 
tune on him. This, Sir, was the Caule 
that brought Mr. J/ycherley all at once in- 
to the utmoſt Diſgrace with the Court, 
whoſe Favour and Affection but juſt before 
he poſſeſſed in the higheſt Degree. And 
theſe, Sir, are the Particulars of Mr. V. 
cherley's Life, which ſeem either to have 
flipt from your Memory, or to have elct 
ped your Knowledge. 
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